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X
 Revise section to read as follows:  Add new section to read as follows: CHECK 

ONE: 
 Delete section and substitute the following:   Delete without substitution: 

LINE THROUGH MATERIAL TO BE DELETED  UNDERLINE MATERIAL TO BE ADDED 

 Approve  Approve as amended (DCA STAFF ONLY)  Disapprove Withdrawn 

DESCRIPTION: 
Helical piles are defined in section 1802.1, and may be used to support axial compression, or resist axial 
tension and lateral loads.  Pursuant to section 1810.3.1.5, request is herby made to amend the language as 
follows: “Helical piles shall be designed and manufactured in accordance accepted engineering practice to 
resist all stresses induced by installation into the ground and service loads, and which have been tested and 
evaluated in accordance with ICC-ES AC 358, (Acceptance Criteria for Helical Foundation Systems and 
Devices), or be required to conduct load testing for verification in meeting the load specifications”. 
The Code Amendment request is to recognize the use of only certified helical piles that have an evaluation 
report issued in accordance with ICC-ES AC 358, or require load testing for non-certified piles & anchors. 

REASON/INTENT: 
To recognize the use of tested and evaluated products that meet the guidelines noted in ICC-ES AC 358.  
The use of tested and documented capacities of helical pile systems will enhance the building process of 
providing sound foundation systems when helical piles are specified, and removes subjectivity outside of 
code officials. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT OF PROPOSED AMENDMENT: 
There are many helical pile manufacturers that have received evaluation reports that meet ICC-ES 
AC 358 guidelines.  Since the use of helical piles is approved through IBC under section 1802, the 
financial burden is placed on the individual Owner / Contractor to choose the system or installer 
that offers the most value.  Helical piles are generally used for deep foundation support, along with 
other methods based on engineers design.  In most cases the Owner / Contractor has options 
based on the Engineer’s recommendations.  Thus we anticipate minimal financial impact relative to 
the current changes being incurred.  Supporting ESR’s are attached. 
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GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF 
 COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

 

CODE AMENDMENT FORM 
INSTRUCTION SHEET 

 
1. Do not complete the line entitled “Item No.______”. 
 
2. Use a separate form for each proposed code amendment. 
 
3. “Sheet ____ of _____” indicates the number of sheets for each individual proposed code amendment, not 

the number of sheets for all the amendments submitted. 
 
4. Identify the code and code section that is the subject of the proposed amendment. 
 
5. The proponent’s name, address, telephone number and fax number must be filled out completely. 
 
6. Be sure to indicate the type of recommended action in the space referred to as “Check One”. 
 
7. If the proposed amendment revises the language of the code section, deletes the entire code section, or 

deletes the entire code section and offers substitute language, include the language of the present code 
section and line through the language to be deleted and underline the language of the proposed 
amendment. 

 
8. Under the “Reason” section, provide the reasoning behind the proposed code amendment.  The reason 

should be clear and concise. Test reports, standards or other supporting information and documentation 
may be submitted with the proposed amendment and must be attached to the amendment form.  

 
9. A Statement of Financial Impact must accompany all proposed code amendments. The statement 

should be clear and concise. Test reports, standards or other supporting information and documentation 
may be submitted with the proposed amendment and must be attached to the amendment form. 

 
10. All proposed amendments must be typed and completed in full and the original submitted to the 

Codes and Industrialized Buildings Section of the Department of Community Affairs NO LATER 
THAN DECEMBER 15TH.   The proposed code change shall be submitted for review to the State Codes 
Advisory Committee at their quarterly meeting in January.  An incomplete form will be sent back to the 
proponent for completion.  An amendment submitted after the submittal deadline date will be returned to 
the proponent. 

 
11. The proponent will be notified when the proposed amendment will be considered by the State Codes 

Advisory Committee. 
 
12. Information concerning submittal of code amendments, including deadline dates for submittal, can be 

obtained by contacting the Codes and Industrialized Buildings Section at (404) 679-3118.  All proposed 
code amendments should be submitted to: 

 
The Department of Community Affairs 

Codes and Industrialized Buildings Section 
60 Executive Park South, NE 
Atlanta, Georgia 30329-2231 
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