
Current Do It Yourself short term Radon 
testing options



First Alert-Charcoal 
Radon Gas Test Kit 
guidelines
• Closed house conditions for 12 hours prior 
to testing 

• Normal entry and exit as well as use of the 
HVAC allowed, avoid direct air flow from HVAC 
registers and fans, etc

• Lowest room of the home, 2 – 7 feet above 
the floor and 3 feet from exterior doors or 
windows, 1 foot away from walls and 6 inches 
clearance – slab or crawl space foundation

• Do not move test kit during testing, no 
sunlight, no humid areas, no wet areas, short 
term testing typically 48-96  hours – may be 
invalid past that period

• Pick up the test, slip in sealed envelope  
and ship immediately, document everything, 
10-day time window or test may be considered 
invalid







Airthings continuous radon 
monitor guidelines
• Closed house conditions for 12 hours prior to 

testing

• Normal entry and exit as well as use of the 
HVAC allowed, avoid direct air flow from HVAC 
registers and fans, etc

• Lowest room of the home, 2 – 7 feet from the 
floor and 5 feet from exterior doors and 
windows, 1 foot from the walls and 6 inches 
clearance – slab or crawl space foundation

• Do not move device during testing, no direct 
sunlight, no humid or wet areas, short term 
typically 3 – 7 days

• Easy to read screen and reset monitor between 
inspections

• Provides short-term and long-term averages

• Generate a printed report after 1 month

• Recommend photograph of monitor and 
readings to validate in your report 





Radon   
Inspection
Reports 

• Documentation and reporting should 
Include the following:

• Radon short term inspection results – 
hazard or no hazard

• Address and device test location
• Date and time specifics
• Purpose of the inspection – initial 

(typically a short term) , retest or follow 
up after mitigation is performed

• Statement that testing meets 
manufacturers and program guidelines

• Results of the inspection – 
         example – 1.56 pCi/l
• Photo documentation
• Laboratory reports
• Drawings
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