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Vision Statement 

Williamson is a small town with a big heart.  Here, we try to stay true to our city motto, “Cherish our 

past, plan our future.” Indeed, the past and future meld in Williamson, with reminders of our long ago 

rural roots alongside newer offerings. We will preserve the small town community spirit while accepting 

and guiding the changes that time and growth will bring. We will pursue opportunities for growth with 

thoughtful planning and citizen input. We will maintain our roots as a rural Georgia railroad town while 

reaching toward the future with a modern, convenient and thriving homestyle community. 

 

 
Community Policies 

Economic Development 

- The City of Williamson will support programs for retention, expansion and creation of 
businesses that are a good fit for our community’s economy in terms of job skill requirements 
and linkages to existing businesses. 

- The City of Williamson will carefully consider costs as well as benefits in making decisions on 
proposed economic development projects. 

- The City of Williamson will consider the employment needs and skill levels oof our existing 
population in making decisions on proposed economic development projects. 

- The City of Williamson will carefully consider costs as well as benefits in making decisions on 
proposed economic development projects. 

Natural and Cultural Resources 

- The City of Williamson will promote the protection and maintenance of trees and green open 
space in all new development. 

- The City of Williamson will promote low impact development that preserves the natural 
topography and existing vegetation of development sites. 

- The City of Williamson will work to redirect development pressure away from agricultural areas 
in order to conserve farmland to protect and preserve this important component of our 
community. 

- The City of Williamson will ensure safe and adequate supplies of water through protection of 
ground and surface water sources. 

Facilities and Services 

- The City of Williamson will ensure that new development does not cause a decline in existing 
levels of service for the community’s residents and employers. 

- The City of Williamson will limit development within our community to areas that can be 
reasonably served by public infrastructure. 

- The City of Williamson will invest in parks and open space to enhance the quality of life for our 
citizens. 

Housing 

- The City of Williamson will eliminate substandard or dilapidated housing in our community. 
- The City of Williamson will accommodate our diverse population by encouraging a compatible 

mixture of housing types, densities and costs in each neighborhood. 
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Land Use 

- The City of Williamson will encourage development that is sensitive to the historic context, 
sense of place, and overall setting of the community. 

- The City of Williamson will encourage development whose design, landscaping, lighting, signage 
and scale add value to our community. 

- The City of Williamson will use land efficiently to avoid the costs and problems associate with 
urban sprawl. 

- The City of Williamson is committed to creating walkable, safe, and attractive neighborhoods 
throughout the community, where people have easy access to parks and services without having 
to travel by car. 

Transportation 

- The City of Williamson will make decisions that encourage walking, biking, car-pooling, and 
other alternative transportation choices. 

- The City of Williamson will ensure (through traffic calming and other design considerations) that 
excessive vehicular traffic will not harm the peaceful nature of our residential neighborhoods. 

Intergovernmental Coordination 

- The City of Williamson will seek opportunities to share services and facilities with neighboring 
jurisdictions when mutually beneficial as well as share with those living near Williamson but 
outside the city limits. 

- The City of Williamson will work jointly with neighboring jurisdictions on developing solutions 
for shared regional issues (such as growth management, watershed protection and other 
concerns). 

- The City of Williamson will pursue joint processes for collaborative planning and decision- 
making with neighboring jurisdictions. 

Identification of Issues and Opportunities 

Issues 

-The City of Williamson would like to improve our Service Delivery Strategy to facilitate use of 

intergovernmental agreement between Pike County and Williamson in code enforcement. 

- The City of Williamson will work to disproportionate tax base from residential property tax rather than 

commercial property and sales tax. 

Opportunities 

- The City of Williamson will work to develop and promote tourism opportunities in our 
community. 

- The City of Williamson will work to improve the appearance of our community, and provide 
more sidewalks, parks, green space, pedestrian facilities and outdoor activities. 

- The City of Williamson will work to provide more community gathering spaces. 
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Community Goals 
 

 
The City of Williamson will add attractions to encourage tourism and highlight our city and its history. 

The City of Williamson will convert our caboose to a welcome center/museum. 

The City of Williamson will add a railroad car as a micro-hotel venue. 

The City of Williamson will rebuild Williamson depot as a meeting/city hall. 

The City of Williamson will develop a new park area called the Harrison Memorial Park. 

The City of Williamson will add a walking trail from the caboose to the post office. 

 

S.W.O.T. Analysis – CITY OF WILLIAMSON, GEORGIA 
 
 

STRENGTHS 
 

 City leadership 
 Strong faith community 

 Sense of place  
 Park 

 Location 
 Low crime rate 
 Quality of life 

WEAKNESSES 
 

 Lack of funds 
 Lack of Commercial Sales tax 

base 

OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 Improve water system 

 Walking track and park 
improvements 

 Technology Choices 
 Beautification of City 
 Create Bicycle Path 

THREATS 
 

 Financial limitations 
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City of Williamson Community Work Program 2017-2022 

 
 
 

PROJECT TIMELINE COST RESPONSIBLE PARTY FUNDING SOURCE 

Convert the caboose 

to a micro-hotel 

2017 - 2018 $20,000 City, Private Grant and in-kind 

Rebuild the depot as 

a city hall 

2019 - 2021 $90,000 City Grants, in-kind, 

low- interest loan 

Establish the 

Harrison Memorial 

Park 

2019 $3000 City Grant, self-fund 

Pave a path from 

the caboose to the 

post office 

2022 $10,000 City SPLOST, grant 
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City of Williamson Short Term Work Program 2012-2016 

Report of Plan Accomplishments 

Activity Status Explanation 

Rebuild old railroad depot for City offices, 

voting space, Municipal Court, and civic 

meetings. 

Postponed Lack of funding 

Develop New Zoning Map showing new 

annexations. 

Complete  

Develop new Future Land Use Map Complete Renamed Character 

Area Map for 2017 

update 

Update Municipal Code Complete  

Further improvements and enhancements to 

City Parks and Recreation areas and walking 

trails 

Ongoing In new CWP 

Repairs and Improvements to existing City 

Hall and old fire station building 

Complete  

Improvements and enhancements to Library 

and Educational Facility 

Complete  
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CHARACTER AREAS 
 

Developing Residential 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Description 
 
Williamson’s residential area is one of the largest components of the city. Most homes were built prior to 
2010.   
 
Desired development patterns 
 
Williamson recommends a distribution of affordably-priced homes throughout the town; new residential 
development that matches the mix of housing types and styles or older, closer-in neighborhoods or the 
community. 
 
Specific land usage 
 
Land designated for single-family and multi-family dwelling units organized into general categories of net 
densities according to the Williamson zoning ordinance. 
 
 
Implementation measures 
 

 Housing for Low to Moderate-Income Households and Special Needs Populations -Affordable 

housing to meet the needs of persons with disabilities; quality, affordable rental units for large 

families (rental units with 3 or 4 bedrooms); affordable rental housing to serve the elderly 

population; or new single family units for moderate-income, first-time homebuyers. 
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Park  Conservation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Description 
 
Within the City of Williamson, there exists small pockets of land containing parks and recreation. These areas 
contain amenities such as playground, picnic areas, and greenspace. 
 
Desired development patterns 
 
Williamson recommends continued conservation of these areas to protect the environment, watershed, and 
wildlife.  
 
Specific land usage 
 
Land designated for parks and recreational usage. 
 
Implementation measures 
 

 Land preservation 

 Limit new development 

 Conservation easements 

 Viewshed preservation 

 Open space preservation 

 Greenspace acquisition 

 Promote passive recreation opportunities 

 Buffer requirements 

 Utilize Land and Water Conservation Fund for park development 

 Partner with the Trust for Public Land for land acquisition and protection 
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 Town Center 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Definition 
 
 Williamson’s location along a rural highway has made for a charming, historic town center. The town’s 
location along a rural scenic highway has left behind historic filling stations, barns, and homes.  Many of the 
historic buildings remain in reasonable condition. 
 
Desired development patterns 
 
Williamson encourages plans, building design and landscaping that are sensitive to natural features of the 
site, including topography and views.  
 
Specific land usage 
 
Land dedicated to homes, sites, buildings and structures greater than 50 years of age. 
 
 
Implementation Measure: Georgia Historic Resource Survey- Collection and recording of information about 
extant historic buildings, including architectural descriptions, age, history, setting and location in the 

community. 
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PLANNING PROCESS 
 
 
 

October 25, 2016 – Initial, Required Public Hearing at the Board of Commissioners’ 
Meeting 
January 25, 2017 – Stakeholders’ Meeting; General Public Invited 
February 9, 2017 – Joint Planning Commission / Stakeholders’ Meeting; General Public 
Invited 
March 9, 2017 - Joint Planning Commission / Stakeholders’ Meeting; General Public 
Invited 

               April 18, 2017 – Joint Meeting with Leaders of the 5 Cities, Planning Commission, Public 
               August 3, 2017- Required 2nd Public Hearing  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stakeholder Committee/Steering Committee 
 
 

Carol Berry- City Council 
Karen Brentlinger-City Clerk 

Jim Burge-Economic Development 
Bunny Scoggins-City Council 

Doug Bennett-Citizen 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 





  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 




