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Terrell County:  Past and Present 
Terrell County is located some 155 miles south of Atlanta, 110 miles due east of Montgomery, Alabama 

and 130 miles north of Tallahassee, Florida. 

 

Terrell County and its respective governments have 

chosen to undertake the development of a 

Comprehensive Community Plan to aid their growth 

and future development. The broad objectives of 

the plan are to provide Terrell County residents with 

a more convenient, efficient, safe, sanitary and 

attractive rural and urban environment. The plans 

will provide a broad, over-all guide for both public 

policy and private decision for future growth and 

development, and it will coordinate individual plans 

so that the welfare of the entire county will be 

protected. 

Terrell County was created in 1856 from portions of Lee County and Randolph Counties. Terrell County 

was named for Dr. William Terrell of Sparta, Georgia, a noted statesman and U.S. Congressman. The City 

of Dawson, the County's largest City and County Seat, was charted in 1898. It was named for William C. 

Dawson, A U.S. Senator. Bronwood, previously "Brown's Station", was incorporated in 1883. Parrott and 

Sasser followed with Parrott named for settlers James and John L. Parrott incorporated in 1898 and 

Sasser named for Mr. William Sasser was 

chartered in 1890. 

Major settlement of the area began in the 

early 1800's. Most of the settlers came from 

the Carolinas and from other sections of 

Georgia. The County's land area contains 

some 210,560 acres. 

Terrell County has been primarily agricultural 

since its settlement. Most of the County's 

farm income is from cultivated crops, such as 

peanuts, corn, cotton and soybeans. Farming 

incomes are derived from truck crops, 

livestock and forest products. Over the past 

several decades, there has been a drastic 
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decrease in the number of farms. The size of farms however, has increased considerably and the 

average farm in the County ranges from 500 to 600 acres, indicating the economic advantages of land 

consolidation and the rise of professional farm managers.  

Terrell County:  Community Input 
In October of 2013 the Southwest Georgia Regional Commission and the steering committee invited the 

general public to attend a meeting to share their vision/goals for the future of Terrell County and its 

municipalities. The following is what came out of that meeting: 

Vision Statement 

“In 2034, Terrell County and the cities of Bronwood, Sasser, Parrott and Dawson 

are committed to providing safe, attractive, progressive communities.  This 

commitment is to enhance the quality of life for its citizens and visitors, while 

protecting its natural resources for the use and enjoyment of future generations.” 

Goals 

1. Revitalize downtown and create a vital center with a mix of retail, service business, 

entertainment and restaurants. 

2. Promote appropriate commercial development or redevelopment of existing properties that 

increases values and positively impacts adjoining properties.   

3. Attract industry that will create jobs for residents of all educational and socio-economic levels.   

4. Improve infrastructure (sidewalks, paving, lighting, signage) to improve the image and of the 

community. 

5. To provide for safe, decent affordable housing for residents. 

6. Encourage partnerships with nonprofits and provide financial education to renters and first 

time homeowners.   

7. To develop a workforce development system that is aligned with the economic and 

educational goals for the community and that will result in a qualified workforce 

8. Increase the high school and GED graduation rates.  - 

9. Increase the number of nonprofits that partner with local governments.   

10. Strengthen and improve healthcare by working with local hospitals so that residents will have 

access to emergency or critical care when needed. 

11. Develop and support smart growth principles that encourage mixed-use communities, infill 

and traditional neighborhood development.   

12. Encourage best practices and develop policies and programs that protect environmental 

resources. 

13. Educate residents and strengthen code enforcement in such a way that it encourages 

compliance. 
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Bronwood 
Create a municipal court that is self-sustaining to address municipal and non-criminal offences. 
 
Terrell County  
Continue to work with Fire Department to improve fire protection which will lower expense to 
homeowner’s and decrease the Insurance Services Office (ISO) rating. 

Terrell County:  Assets and Opportunities 
 

Assets 

▪ Hwy 520 Corridor – The Highway 520 corridor is the only 

four lane corridor through Terrell County and the cities of 

Parrott, Dawson and Sasser. The highway is an invaluable 

asset to Terrell County primarily for economic development 

purposes. 

▪ Infrastructure Capacity – Terrell County and the cities within all have infrastructure capacities to 

handle new development of all types within their respective communities. 

▪ Historic Areas (Main St. Theater, Dawson) – Historic areas are present in each jurisdiction but 

none more so than in Dawson. The historic fabric very evident in the downtown and the 

surrounding neighborhoods. 

▪ Industrial parcels w/ infrastructure – Terrell County has a number of Industrial properties 

waiting for tenants complete with infrastructure. 

▪ Available Commercial Areas – Available commercial properties are in each jurisdiction in Terrell 

County. 

▪ Airport 

▪ Elderly Living Facilities – Terrell County and the cities within boast numerous elderly living 

facilities that provide housing and care to the elderly.  

▪ New public school and soon a new elementary school – 

The new public school will provide students with modern day 

facilities that provide an environment to stimulate educational 

development. 

▪ Prime Ag Land – Terrell County has always been an 

agricultural community and has consistently produced high 

yields because they have some of the most productive soils in 

Southwest Georgia. 

▪ Low crime rate 

 

Opportunities 
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▪ Railroad access – Terrell County and the cities within are connected with rail lines. These lines 

provide access for the movement of goods to markets outside of the county.  

▪ Agri-Tourism 

o Plantations 

o Mark’s Mellon Patch 

o Ag experiences 

▪ County Recreation Park (existing w/ room to grow) – New facility with room to grow both 

physically and programming wise.  

▪  

Weaknesses 

▪ Lack of willingness to change 

▪ Underperforming educational system 

▪ Above average High school dropout rate 

▪ Above average Teen pregnancy rate 

▪ Substandard housing 

▪ Leadership development or a lack of new leaders 

▪ Dilapidated properties commercial and rental (Bronwood specifically) 

▪ Getting low income residents to afford a home (Bronwood specifically) 

Threats 

▪ City/county disunity 

▪ Apathy 

▪ Healthcare costs 

▪ Lack of growth in smaller cities 
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Terrell County:  Economic Development 
 

The Terrell County Chamber of Commerce contracted with Georgia Tech’s Enterprise Innovation 

Institute to provide the Community Economic Development Readiness Assessment (CEDRA) services to 

Terrell County in its efforts to develop a short-term action plan for economic development. The full 

CEDRA can be view in the Appendix 1. 

 

Terrell County must overcome major hurdles to realize successful and sustainable economic 

development.  Economic development is most achievable through the development of a framework for 

planning and action.  The framework must include (1) the development of leadership and community 

vision, (2) the identification and engagement of local talent  –  individuals that are able and willing to 

devote time and energy to community betterment efforts and (3) the building of internal  and external 

relationships to help move the community forward. 

 

Most county leaders would like to see a growth in jobs and industry. Leadership from every sector of the 

community must (1) agree that it is time for progress and (2) fully commit to working together for 

progress. This report provides y short-term action steps that can serve as the basis for the Terrell County 

Chamber of Commerce economic development organization’s annual program of work. 

The recommendations (details located in Appendix 1)from the CEDRA study are as follows: 

▪ Develop County Leadership 

▪ Develop an action plan for the community’s economic 

development program 

▪ Develop business strategies to support and foster growth and 

expansion among existing business and industry. 

▪ Enhance youth development efforts to improve the lot of the 

youth. 

▪ Develop a higher quality workforce 
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Broadband 
 

The Broadband Element is a required component of the Comprehensive Plan.  Terrell County and the 

Cities of Bronwood, Dawson, Parrott and Sasser know that technology can make the difference in 

whether a community succeeds or fails.  Technology changes everything.  Broadband will help redesign 

the digital footprint and create a process that will enable communities to meet the demands of 

healthcare, education and provide services to the citizens.  Most communities regionally and nationwide 

have the highest broadband coverages near the downtown area and these numbers dip as the area 

becomes more rural.  There is a lack of providers willing to provide services and most communities are 

limited to only one provider.  A very limited number of rural communities can afford broadband in the 

rural areas and have utilized cellular data plans to connect to the internet.  A high-speed connection is 

not affordable for most families.  Terrell County had started working on getting broadband but had to 

stop its work due to most of the areas in the County not being able to receive the service.  The cities of 

Bronwood, Dawson, Parrott and Sasser all have broadband services but would like to improve the 

quality of the services, as well as, continue to work on expanding broadband to those areas that are 

underserved.  
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Terrell County:  Future 

Development Map Categories 
 

Residential. The predominant use of land 

within the residential category is for single-

family and multi-family dwelling units 

organized into general categories of net 

densities.  

 

Commercial. This category is for land dedicated to 

non-industrial business uses, including retail sales, office, service and entertainment facilities, 

organized into general categories of intensities. Commercial uses may be located as a single use in 

one building or grouped together in a shopping center or office building. Terrell County and the 

cities within have separated Commercial into two different subcategories: Central Business District 

and Highway Commercial.  

Central Business District – The CBD area is intended to project and promote suitable 

areas for business and commercial uses which benefit from proximity to each other, 

to encourage the intensive development of a centralized business center. 

Highway Commercial – Highway commercial is to provide for and encourage 

appropriate development along the major transportation routes which will include a 

variety of sales and services that will both accommodate the needs of the 

community and the traveling public, generally consisting of larger lots that allow for 

larger setbacks and more parking. 

 

Industrial. This category is for land dedicated to manufacturing facilities, processing plants, 

factories, warehousing and wholesale trade facilities, mining or mineral extraction activities, or 

other similar uses.  

 

Agriculture. This category is for land dedicated to farming (fields, lots, pastures, farmsteads, 

specialty farms, livestock production, etc.), agriculture, or commercial timber or pulpwood 

harvesting.
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Future Development Maps 
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Community Report of Accomplishments 
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Terrell County Short Term Work Program Report of Accomplishments 
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Bronwood Short Term Work Program Report of Accomplishments 
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Dawson Short Term Work Program Report of Accomplishments 
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Parrott Short Term Work Program Report of Accomplishments 
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Sasser Short Term Work Program Report of Accomplishments 
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Community Work Program 
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Appendix 1  Terrell County CEDRA 
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Appendix 3: Resolutions 



A RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE TERRELL COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

WHEREAS, TERRELL COUNTY, Georgia found it necessary to update their joint comprehensive

plan as part of the requirements to maintain its Qualified Local Government Status;

WHEREAS, the County Commission held public neetings and hearings to allow private citizens

to review the Comprehensive Plan and gathered citizens input;

WHEREAS, in the development of the comprehensive plan, TERRELL COUNTY examined,

evaluated, and where applicable, incorporated considerations of both the Flint River Basin Regional

Water Development and Conservation Plan and the Envionmental Planning Criteria pursuant to

O.C.G.A. 12-2-8,and;

THEREFORE, BE lT RESOLVED by the TERRELL CC'UNTY Commission that the Comprehensive Plan

shall be adopted, hereby certifying that adequate citizer participation requirements have been met.

Adopted on the -l:L a"v ot fu(Aise-r zo.r-.

Commission Chair

/42*/.3 -
Wilbur T. Gamble, lll

Witness

Sandra O'Stean, County Clerk







A RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE TERRELL COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

WHEREAS, the City Council of Parrott, Georgia found it necessary to update their joint

comprehensive plan as part of the requirements to maintain its Qualified Local Government Status;

WHEREAS, the City Council held public meetings and hearings to allow private citizens to review

the Comprehensive Plan and gathered citizens input;

WHEREAS, in the development of the comprehensive plan, The City of Parrott examined,

evaluated, and where applicable, incorporated considerations of both the Flint River Basin Regional

Water Development and Conservation Plan and the Environmental Planning Criteria pursuant to

O.C.G.A. 1.2-2-8, and;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of Parrott, Georgia that the Comprehensive

Plan shall be adopted, hereby certifying that adequate citizen participation requirements have been

met.

Adopted on the 4- ., oil,/-t,Mbt rorn

Mayor

Witness

W. E. Wade, Jr.

April Johnson, City Clerk
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