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RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, the 1989 Georgia General Assembly enacted House Bill 215, the 
Georgia Planning Act, requiring all local governments to prepare a comprehensive 
plan in accordance with the Minimum Planning Standards and Procedures 
promulgated by the Georgia Department of Community Affairs; and 

WHEREAS, the Comprehensive Plan Update for the City of Mansfield, 
Georgia, was prepared in accordance with the Minimum Planning Standards and 
Procedures; and 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Mansfield that the 
Comprehensive Plan Update for the City of Mansfield, Georgia dated 2021, as 
approved by the Georgia Department Community Affairs is hereby adopted, and 
furthermore, that the Northeast Georgia Regional Commission shall be notified of 
said adoption within seven (7) days of the adoption of this resolution. 

Adopted this Sth day of February, 2021. 

GW Davis Jr, 

ATTEST: 
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Chapter 1 
Introduction & Overview 

Purpose 

This comprehensive plan serves as a decision-making guide for local 

government officials and community leaders.  Based on input from the 

public, stakeholders, and a steering committee, the plan identifies 

needs and opportunities, goals and policies, land use practices, and an 

implementation framework for key elements. 

Process 

The comprehensive plan process follows the rules of the Georgia 

Department of Community Affairs (DCA), Minimum Standards and 

Procedures for Local Comprehensive Planning, effective 10/1/2018. 

 

 

 

 

Public Input & Steering Committee 

The planning process began with an initial public hearing and was 

followed by a series of community input sessions during which 

residents, stakeholders, and the steering committee were invited to 

discuss local trends and aspirations, as well as participate in a 

Strengths-Weaknesses-Opportunities-Threats (SWOT) analysis.  The 

process also included two online questionnaires and smaller in-

person meetings and focus groups at which city leadership and/or 

steering committee members facilitated informal input sessions.  

Steering committee members were also available to take 

questions and comments throughout the process (as presented at 

the first public hearing), and Mansfield’s website had a 

comprehensive plan section added for the process.  The City held a 

final public hearing before transmittal of the plan to the DCA for 

review. 

Northeast Georgia Regional Commission 

The Northeast Georgia Regional Commission’s (NEGRC) Planning & 

Government Services Division oversaw the development of this plan, 

including facilitating input meetings. 
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Chapter 2 
Needs & Opportunities 

The following list of needs and opportunities results from a Strengths, 

Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats (SWOT) analysis conducted at 

the first input meeting with both steering committee and public in 

attendance, as well as professional analysis of relevant data. 

*Italicized entries indicate high priorities (with STWP project number 

in parentheses) 

 

Population 

Mansfield has a total population of 432 and is projected to see an 

annual 1.18% growth rate through 2024.  Nearly 30% of the 

population is over 55, with a median age of 41, both exceeding state 

averages (26% over 55, median age 37).  The community is expected 

to continue aging: by 2024, 34% of the population is expected to be 

older than 55, with the median age rising to 43.  Households with at 

least one member with a disability represent 40% of the community – 

far higher than the state average of 25%.  Additionally, 40% of 

households draw Social Security (Esri BAO).  Given the aging 

population, the City should develop a plan for senior and disability-

based service delivery and should look into arranging transportation 

options for those who may not be able to drive. (6) 

According to public input, the City’s many longtime residents have 

good connections with neighbors.  Mansfield may find it easier than 

other similar towns to cultivate a sense of community and improve 

leadership opportunities.   

An estimated 28% of the population lived below the poverty line in 

the past 12 months, although only 5.2% received public assistance and 

21% received food stamps; these figures are significantly higher than 

state averages.  Median household income stands at $80,000, far 

exceeding the state average ($57,000), yet state and local per-capita 

figures converge at approximately $30,000 per year.  This apparent 

disconnect may be reflective of Mansfield households tending to have 

multiple earners at a higher rate than the Georgia average. 
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Planning, Land Use, and Housing 

The housing stock in Mansfield is 94% detached single-family and 6% 

mobile homes, with no multifamily units.  Despite having an aging 

housing stock (65% of houses are over 40 years old), the median 

home value in Mansfield was $232,500 and is projected to rise to 

$267,188 by 2024 (Esri BAO); both figures are approximately $40,000 

dollars higher than the state median.  

While homeownership reaches approximately 70%, the average cost 

of housing consumes 33% of residents’ income, which is considered to 

be cost-burdened by the Center for Neighborhood Transportation’s 

(CNT) Housing and Transportation Affordability Index.  Increasing 

available housing options to include 2- to 10-unit buildings could help 

Mansfield reduce the cost of housing and provide more flexible living 

arrangements, especially for seniors and those without the means to 

buy a detached home.  Adopting a housing plan would allow the City 

to frame a strategy and begin achieving goals, including stakeholder-

referenced wishes to expand lifecycle housing options and increase 

homeownership. (7) 

During the SWOT analysis, community members and City officials 

addressed the issue of development regulations that require all newly 

subdivided parcels to be at least two acres in size.  This conflicts with 

Mansfield’s stated vision of attracting new residents, and builders 

have told leadership that they would be unable to construct multiple-

dwelling developments given this situation.  Additionally, maintaining 

a large-lot minimum acreage is likely to cost Mansfield undue 

resources because of the inefficiency of providing services and 

infrastructure to low-density, dispersed residences.  The City plans to 

update zoning and development regulations to address this, and to 

ensure that other areas of the ordinances meet community standards 

and help achieve common goals. (8) 

Input meeting attendees referenced the opportunity to beautify the 

City.  Potential avenues include improving or demolishing blighted 

structures, tidying unkempt properties, and landscaping/streetscaping.  

 

 

  



City of Mansfield Comprehensive Plan 2021 | Needs & Opportunities 

6 

Transportation 

According to the CNT Index, residents spend an estimated 28% of 

their income on transportation, and they travel approximately 26,000 

miles per year in private vehicles.  This places Mansfield in the highest 

quartile for annual vehicle-miles traveled nationally.  An estimated 

80% of Mansfield workers commute alone by car, with approximately 

48% traveling in excess of 30 minutes to their job sites (Esri BAO).  This 

figure includes the 14% of all workers who drive at least 60 minutes to 

their jobs.  Only 8.3% of workers commute less than 10 minutes to 

work, while 40% of workers leave Newton County for employment 

(Esri BAO).  Supporting local business development and connecting 

residents to local employment opportunities could be an effective 

strategy for reducing the need to travel long distances for goods, 

services, and employment.  

With the completion of construction on Mansfield’s segment of the 

nearly countywide Cricket Frog Trail, the City has an opportunity to 

capitalize on the facility.  By linking neighborhoods to the trail 

through complete streets and other trail projects, promoting the 

community as a destination for families to live and visit, and 

supporting small-business growth downtown, Mansfield could begin 

to see increased demand for residential and commercial development, 

new revenue streams, and a healthier, more active community.  

Mansfield should adopt a complete streets ordinance and develop a 

complete streets and trails plan to improve accessibility throughout 

the community. (4, 9) 

Road safety for all users is a concern for stakeholders: meeting 

attendees referenced the need to slow and reduce traffic on main 

roads and in neighborhoods.  In addition to the bicycling and walking 

elements addressed above, a communitywide transportation safety 

program could include traffic calming, intersection improvements, and 

other measures, with the City working with Newton County and the 

Georgia Department of Transportation to implement improvements.  

This and the complete streets plan can be combined into one 

planning process and document. (4) 

 

Natural and Cultural Resources 

According to public input, walking and socializing with neighbors are 

popular pastimes in Mansfield.  The City should work to encourage 

these activities by ensuring that parks, trails, and streets are safe and 

comfortable for walking, as well as free of litter and debris.  

Additionally, the City should seek to ensure that every resident has a 

park within walking distance.  
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Community Facilities and Services 

Major renovations in 1998 and 2003 to Mansfield Elementary, 

operated by Newton County Schools (NCS), suggest that the school 

will remain a key component of the community well into the future.  

However, given the City of Oxford’s recent loss of its in-town school, 

Palmer-Stone Elementary (also operated by NCS), stakeholders 

indicated a need to communicate with the district on the importance 

of keeping the facility operational as an elementary school. 

The Federal Communications Commission and the State of Georgia 

considers much of Mansfield to be “served” by broadband (standard 

of 25 Mbps download and 3 Mbps upload).  However, meeting 

attendees and online questionnaire respondents continually noted 

issues with internet speed and connectivity, indicating that the state 

and federal reports are not representative of the situation in the 

community.  Stakeholders made similar comments regarding the 

quality of cellular service in Mansfield.  Since portions of the City 

remain unserved or underserved, the local government should create 

and implement a broadband and cellular improvement strategy. (10) 

Meeting attendees also discussed the need for increased law 

enforcement in the community; concerns ranged from speeding to 

blight, dilapidation, and property nuisance.  However, no one 

suggested that the City reinstitute its decommissioned police 

department; rather, stakeholders would like to improve Mansfield’s 

partnership with the Newton County Sheriff’s Office.  Currently, the 

Sheriff maintains a precinct at the old Mansfield city hall, with the City 

providing the space at no cost and the County paying utilities.   

The City plans to make repairs and other improvements to both its 

water pollution control plant and electrical substation. (13, 14) 

 

Intergovernmental Coordination 

Public participation indicates that Mansfield has good relationships 

with other local governments in Newton County.  Municipalities and 

the County maintain membership in the nonprofit Newton County 

Tomorrow to collaborate on common concerns, and communities 

assist each other regularly. 
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Economic Development 

Mansfield has a low unemployment rate of 3.4%, and its primary 

industries are services, manufacturing, and construction. 

Manufacturing accounts for almost 25% of employment, which is 

approximately 15% higher than the state average.  This can likely be 

attributed to the presence of Beaver Manufacturing downtown. 

Services employ almost half of Georgia’s workforce, but only 36% of 

Mansfield’s (Esri BAO).  The primary occupations of Mansfield’s 

residents include white-collar work such as administrative support, 

blue-collar work such as construction, and services; blue-collar work 

makes up a higher percentage of workers in Mansfield than in the 

State of Georgia (Esri BAO).  

 

An estimated 18% of Mansfield’s population that is over the age of 25 

does not have a high school diploma, while almost 60% have a high 

school diploma, G.E.D, or some college experience; approximately 23% 

have a college degree (Esri BAO).  The state’s average for these three 

categories is 12.5% with no diploma; 48% with a high school diploma, 

G.E.D, or some college; and 40% with a college degree.  Given the 

employment options and population demographics of Mansfield, the 

City should consider tapping into regional workforce training such as 

that provided by the NEGRC.  

Meeting attendees and questionnaire respondents would like to see 

more businesses locate in town.  As activity and interest generated 

from the Cricket Frog Trail increases, Mansfield has an opportunity to 

capitalize by recruiting and nurturing new small-business 

development.  A basic, downtown-focused economic development 

strategy could identify simple implementation measures aimed at 

giving residents more dining, shopping, and services options.  

Additionally, enrollment in the Georgia Main Street Program and/or 

formation of a downtown development authority could be beneficial 

to consider. (1, 11) 
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Chapter 3 
Vision 

The City of Mansfield will continue to be a small, rural community offering a quiet 

lifestyle and friendly neighborhoods that embrace all kinds of people.  As we 

change and grow, we will welcome new small businesses that offer our residents 

the chance to shop, dine, and access services such as healthcare and banking in 

town.  The Cricket Frog Trail will attract new visitors and allow our residents to 

access other parts of Newton County on foot or by bicycle; we will leverage this 

increased interest and exposure to target public projects that improve our quality 

of life and encourage private-sector investment. 

Goals & Policies 

1. Target public investments to improve the 

community and create private-sector interest 

2. Pursue small-business development downtown, 

especially in retail, dining, healthcare, and day-

to-day services 

3. Ensure that growth references and respects 

Mansfield’s history through preservation, 

adaptive reuse, and context-sensitive design 

4. Create a small-town atmosphere that 

capitalizes on the Cricket Frog Trail, including 

supporting local business development, 

ensuring that development standards create an 

attractive and welcoming environment for trail 

users, connecting the trail to neighborhoods 

with complete streets (and other trails), and 

establishing dedicated trail upkeep standards 

5. Provide public greenspace, encourage healthy 

lifestyles, and ensure accessibility for all 

residents  

6. Improve internet and telecommunications 

service 

7. Increase road safety for all users 

8. Engage the public to strengthen participation 

in City affairs  
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Chapter 4 
Land Use 

Pursuant to State of Georgia planning rules, the following Future 

Development Map (FDM) and Defining Narrative provide the physical 

planning component of the comprehensive plan.  The FDM is based 

on “character areas,” which may provide greater flexibility than 

traditional land use maps in which each parcel is assigned a single 

category such as Residential or Commercial. 

 

The Department of Community Affairs defines a character area as a 

specific district or section of the community that: 

 

 Has unique or special characteristics to be preserved or 

enhanced (such as a downtown, a historic district, [an] arts 

district, a neighborhood, or a transportation corridor);  

 

 Has potential to evolve into a unique area with more 

intentional guidance of future development through adequate 

planning and implementation (such as a strip commercial 

corridor that could be revitalized into a more attractive village 

development pattern); or 

 

 Requires special attention due to unique development issues 

(rapid change of development patterns, economic decline, etc.) 
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Future Development Character Areas Compatibility Index 

Character Area Description of Character Area 
Zoning 

Compatibility 

Appropriate Land Uses 

Agriculture Lands in an open or cultivated state, including 

woodlands, crops, and livestock use.  Single-family 

residential structures are found, but only in association 

with a farm as the primary use of land. 

A Ag/Forestry 

Downtown  

 

Traditional central business district and immediately 

adjacent commercial area, anchored on its western edge 

by the city’s sole industry, Beaver Manufacturing, and 

identified for a mix of uses.  This will be a highly walkable 

area. 

B, M, PR, Future 

Mixed-Use 

Classification 

Commercial, Office, Public Institutional, 

Mixed-Use, Residential, Light Industrial, 

Park/Rec/Conservation 

Rural Residential Large-lot (one acre or greater), single-family residential 

development with open space, pastoral views, and a high 

degree of building separation.   

CR Ag/Forestry, Residential, Public 

Institutional, Park/Rec/Conservation 

Traditional 

Neighborhood 
Existing neighborhoods and land planned for future 

residential development.  Smaller lots (predominantly 

single-family residential), walkable areas with complete 

streets, preserved tree canopy, and neighborhood-

appropriate commercial activity.  

PR, Future 

Neighborhood-

Appropriate 

Commercial 

Classification 

Residential, Public Institutional, Mixed-

Use, Office, Commercial, 

Park/Rec/Conservation 

Business Park Existing commercial site annexed in 2016 to house 

Blackwell’s Market Place as it moved from its downtown 

location.  Serves as gateway into Mansfield, and the City 

may eventually expand this area beyond the one parcel it 

currently occupies (through potential future annexation). 

B Commercial 
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Defining Narrative 

Agriculture 

These areas comprise working farmland and related properties within 

the City of Mansfield and, together, are an important component of 

the rural heritage of the community.  In light of farmland losses in 

recent years, it is crucial that agricultural areas be preserved.  Primarily 

consisting of cultivated lands, this character area may also contain 

homestead residences and farm-related structures. 

 

Compatibility 

Zoning: A 

Land use: Ag/Forestry 
 

Implementation Measures 

 Assist local farmers in selling their products through 

agritourism development, farmers markets, and similar 

activities 

 Encourage voluntary resource preservation through 

conservation easements  

 Protect riparian areas by enforcing buffers  

 Protect rural and environmentally sensitive areas from 

encroachment by incompatible uses 

 Protect tree canopy 

 Develop multi-use paths within greenway buffer zones 

 Facilitate habitat preservation and active living by developing 

greenway and/or trails networks  
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Downtown  

Much of the community’s vision for this area, and for the City in 

general, focuses on bringing new interest and economic activity while 

preserving historic buildings and encouraging new development to 

complement the original fabric of the city.  The Beaver Manufacturing 

facility, a light-industrial operation that serves as the city’s main 

employer, provides plenty of daytime interest, but after-hours activity 

is low.  The new City Center plaza and Mansfield’s segment of the 

Cricket Frog Trail (whose completion would connect the City to 

Covington and Porterdale) provide needed public gathering space.   

While a variety of architectural styles may be appropriate, the intent is 

that new construction be scaled and massed similarly to what 

currently exists, especially as related to parking provision and 

buildings addressing the street with direct pedestrian access as a 

priority.  A new mixed-use zoning class may be added for downtown, 

but land use patterns, narrow roadway widths, and natural 

environments should remain largely unaltered.  All infrastructure 

investments should be made primarily with the city’s complete streets 

goals in mind. 

 

Compatibility 

Zoning: B, M, PR, Future Mixed-Use Classification 

Land use: Commercial, Office, Public Institutional, Mixed-Use, 

Residential, Light Industrial, Park/Rec/Conservation 

 

Implementation Measures 

 Recruit desirable businesses 

 Establish business incubator to leverage Stanton Springs 

 Rehabilitate and revitalize buildings and infrastructure  

 Provide information to interested property owners regarding 

funding opportunities for historic rehabilitation 

 Protect tree canopy  

 Pocket parks  

 Plan for and implement complete streets  

 Capital Improvement Programs – focused public spending 

 Urban redevelopment/downtown development planning 

 Smart growth audit 

 Mixed-use zoning 

 Sign regulations 

 Overlay districts  
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Rural Residential 

This area preserves rural character through low residential density.  

Large residential lots with one-acre minimums are the norm, while 

building size, style, and setbacks vary.  New developments should 

preserve open space and concentrate residences as closely as possible 

to existing transportation corridors and activity nodes.  Small, 

neighborhood-scale parks and networks of multi-use paths and 

extensive sidewalks should be developed to connect residents to 

commercial and civic centers in this geographically small town.  Street 

connectivity should be incorporated within and between 

developments and neighboring character areas.  Appropriate, small-

scale public or institutional uses are also encouraged. 

 

 

 

Compatibility 

Zoning: CR 

Land use: Ag/Forestry, Residential, Public Institutional, 

Park/Rec/Conservation 

 

Implementation Measures 

 Encourage voluntary resource preservation through 

conservation easements  

 Protect riparian areas by enforcing buffers  

 Implement context-sensitive design principles in streetscaping, 

building situation, traffic management, etc. 

 Create multimodal connections to nearby commercial and civic 

centers 

 Protect tree canopy  

 Plan for and implement complete streets that prioritize 

bicycling and walking 

 Establish maximum (rather than minimum) setback 

requirements to bring buildings closer to the street for the 

purpose of increasing walkability and ensuring a more 

traditional neighborhood feel 

 Cluster Development – set aside a significant portion of new 

developments as undivided, protected open space 
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Traditional Neighborhood 

“Smart growth” principles guide development in these dynamic and 

diverse areas.  The city would like to ensure that future construction 

adheres to the traditional neighborhood patterns created in this 

district.  Small, neighborhood-scale parks and networks of multi-use 

paths, extensive sidewalks, and neighborhood-appropriate 

commercial operations should be developed to connect residents to 

recreational, economic, and civic activity (creation of such a 

commercial zoning classification is proposed).  Street connectivity 

should be incorporated within and between developments.  

Appropriate, small-scale public or institutional uses are also 

encouraged. 

Compatibility 

Zoning: PR, Future Neighborhood-Appropriate Commercial 

Classification 

Land use: Residential, Public Institutional, Mixed-Use, Office, 

Commercial, Park/Rec/Conservation 

 

Implementation Measures 

 Rehabilitate and revitalize buildings and infrastructure  

 Protect tree canopy  

 Plan for and implement complete streets  

 Implement context-sensitive design principles in streetscaping, 

building situation, traffic management, etc. 

 Pursue quality, creative design in higher-density residential 

development 

 Ensure that new residential infill development is compatible 

with the surrounding neighborhood 

 Compact Development – develop land efficiently and 

configure buildings on a block scale  

 Addition of neighborhood commercial centers on appropriate 

infill sites to serve surrounding neighborhood 

 Residential development with healthy mix of uses (corner 

groceries, barber shops, drugstores) within easy walking 

distance of residences  
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Business Park 

The new Business Park character area represents a single, newly 

annexed parcel to the east of the traditional Mansfield city limits.  The 

City added the property when Blackwell’s Market Place moved from 

downtown Mansfield to a new-construction site along County Road 

213.  The property also includes an Ace Hardware franchise, with 

space for potential additions of other businesses. 

New development should complement the existing architecture in 

style and scale.  Mixtures of materials such as brick and stone, front-

of-building parking, and attractive signage characterize the desired 

attributes of any new additions on-property.  The Cricket Frog Trail 

corridor passes directly behind the site. 

Mansfield could eventually expand this character area by potential 

future annexation, although plans for that do not currently exist. 

 

 

Compatibility 

Zoning: B 

Land use: Commercial 

 

Implementation Measures 

 Choose businesses to recruit and support 

 Gather community opinions on economic development 

 Create a network of trails and greenways 

 Complete Streets – Accommodate all road users 

 Sign Regulations – Control the aesthetic impact of signage on 

the community by restricting the location, size, and 

appearance of advertising signs (DCA model code available) 

 Design Standards – Ensure compatibility with existing 

character 

 Consider form-based concerns to ensure compatibility 

`
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Chapter 5 
Community Work Program 

The Short-Term Work Program (2021-2025), updated every five years, 

provides a list of specific activities that the community plans to 

address as immediate priorities.  A Report of Plan Accomplishments, 

which provides status commentary on the previous work plan (2016-

2020), follows. 
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Short-Term Work Program, 2021-2025  

(* entries with an asterisk represent carryover items from the previous STWP) 

# Activity Timeframe Responsible Party Cost Estimate 
Funding 

Source 

*1 

Develop downtown plan for economic development, historic 

preservation and façade/property rehabilitation, complete streets 

connectivity, tourism, etc. 

2024 
Mayor & Council, staff, 

potential DDA, NEGRC 
$2,000 City, DCA 

*2 Inventory housing stock and develop blighted properties plan 2024 Mayor & Council, staff, NEGRC $1,500 City, DCA 

*3 
Seek assistance from NEGRC on protecting and enhancing historic 

resources; implement projects where feasible 
2022 Mayor & Council, staff 

Varies by 

project 

City, DCA, 

grants 

*4 

Develop local complete streets and trails plan to improve safety for 

all modes (especially bicycling and walking) and addresses traffic 

calming and safe routes to school 

2022 Mayor & Council, staff, NEGRC $1,000 City, GDOT 

*5 
Develop facilities for walking and bicycling, including connectivity to 

Nonie Needham Nature Trail and a trailhead in the city center 
2021-2024 

Mayor & Council, Newton Trails, 

other partners 

Varies by 

project 

City, Newton 

Trails, grants 

*6 
Devise senior and disability-based services plan, including housing 

and transportation 
2023 Mayor & Council, staff, NEGRC $1,000-$2,000 

City, DCA, 

GDOT  

*7 
Adopt housing plan to provide more diverse options, referencing 

lifecycle housing and increased homeownership 
2025 Mayor & Council, staff, NEGRC $1,000-$2,000 City, DCA 

8 Review and update zoning and development ordinances 2021 Mayor & Council, staff, NEGRC $1,000-$2,000 City, DCA 

9 Adopt complete streets ordinance or policy 2023 Mayor & Council, staff, NEGRC $1,000 City, GDOT 

10 
Create and implement a broadband and cellular improvement 

strategy; apply for state Broadband Ready Community Designation 
2021-2022 Mayor & Council, staff Minimal City 

11 Consider enrolling in the GA Main St. program and forming a DDA 2021 Mayor & Council, staff None NA 

12 Acquire and develop community greenspace similar to Madison, GA 2021-2025 Mayor & Council, staff Unknown City, grants 

13 Rehabilitate water pollution control plant 2021-2022 Mayor & Council, staff $1,000,000 
City, grants, 

loans 

14 Conduct repairs on electrical substation 2021-2023 Mayor & Council, staff $500,000 
City, grants, 

loans 



City of Mansfield Comprehensive Plan 2021 | Community Work Program 

20 

Report of Plan Accomplishments, 2016-2020 

# Activity Status Notes 

1 

Designate staff member or elected official to serve as public engagement officer to 

increase community participation in local government activities (meeting notices, 

social media, etc.)  

Completed  

2 
Implement Honorary Councilmember program similar to City of Oxford (citizen 

shadows councilmember for a month) 
Abandoned No longer a priority 

3 

Identify suitable locations (especially downtown) for commercial development that is 

consistent with the community’s vision, and seek out developers and business 

owners (establishing a DDA or Main Street Program might be beneficial in assisting 

with this) 

Abandoned No longer a priority 

4 Study/implement mechanisms to discourage big-box development Completed  

5 
Develop downtown plan for economic development, historic preservation, complete 

streets connectivity, tourism, etc. 
Underway 2024 completion 

6 
Develop branding plan to promote city, especially to retirees and employees of the 

nearby Stanton Springs industrial park 
Completed  

7 

Update zoning code to ensure that new development is compatible with the 

community’s vision as expressed in this comprehensive plan, and to create mixed-use 

and neighborhood-appropriate commercial classifications 

Completed  

8 Inventory housing stock and develop blighted properties plan Underway 2024 completion 

9 Review annexation policies and establish specific future needs Completed  

10 
Seek assistance and advice from NEGRC historic preservation planners on how best 

to protect and enhance historic resources 
Underway 2022 completion 

11 
Apply for Recreational Trails Program funding for trail improvements (including 

trailhead at city center) and connectivity 
Postponed 2023 completion; assembling matching funds 

12 
Create a cultural and recreation board to recommend and implement programming, 

planning, and other related work 
Abandoned Lack of community interest in membership 

13 

Designate a facilities and services committee of elected officials, staff, and citizens to 

study and advise on specific needs, especially as related to young, aging, and 

disabled populations; it should also evaluate ways to use the depot and the “old, old 

city hall” 

Abandoned No longer a priority 
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# Activity Status Notes 

14 
Develop capital improvements program out of facilities and services committee 

recommendations and other identified needs 
Abandoned No longer a priority 

15 Build or designate a public restroom location downtown Abandoned No longer a priority 

16 
Beautify downtown by creating a City Center plaza and attractive, safe streetscapes 

while working with landowners to improve private properties 
Completed  

17 
Increase law enforcement presence, either through a shared-services agreement with 

a neighboring jurisdiction or increased presence of sheriff’s deputies 
Completed  

18 
Prepare for emergencies by establishing a volunteer response unit and continuing to 

participate in county-wide disaster planning 
Ongoing (Not for carryover into STWP) 

19 Adopt the Northeast Georgia Plan for Bicycling and Walking Ongoing (Not for carryover into STWP) 

20 
Develop a local complete streets and trails plan that improves safety across all 

modes, especially bicycling and walking 
Underway 2022 completion 

21 Partner with Newton Trails to develop the proposed rail-trail and other trails Underway 2024 completion 

22 Develop and implement a plan for SR11 in collaboration with GDOT Abandoned No longer a priority 

23 
Evaluate and improve traffic control to increase safety and reduce traffic in 

collaboration with Newton County and GDOT 
Underway 2030 completion (not for carryover into STWP) 

24 
Prioritize transportation needs for inclusion in future community and regional plans 

(ex.: T-SPLOST) 
Completed  

25 
Develop a sidewalk improvement program, particularly for connecting to the Nonie 

Needham Nature Trail and Educational Path 
Underway 2030 completion (not for carryover into STWP) 
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Appendix  
Appendix: Participation Records  

Public Hearings: 7/13/20 & 12/14/2020 
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Input Meetings: 11/12/20 & 11/19/20 

  

 

 

 

 

Facilitated Discussion Form 

 

 

Online Questionnaires  
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