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Assets:
-Historic Character
-Location
-Development Potential

-County Seat

Challenges:

-Economic Development

The city of Jonesboro, Georgia has completed the state-
mandated update of its Comprehensive Plan. The planning
and engagement process was managed with the guidance
and involvement of the Steering Committee, city planning
staff, and residents of Jonesboro who attended the Open
House held on May 27, 2015

In accordance with the requirements by the Georgia De-
partment of Community Affairs, this Comprehensive Plan
Update contains three components: a Community Vision, a
summary of Community Issues and Opportunities, and a
Community Work Program. Also included per state guide-
lines is a Future Land Use Plan for the city of Jonesboro.
The city will maintain a Transportation Plan, and Housing
Element in accordance with state guidelines.

Throughout the course of the stakeholder engagement pro-
cess, the Steering Committee members and Open House
participants focused on defining the key assets and chal-
lenges facing Jonesboro in order to develop on strengths
and confront challenges in this plan for the future.

2015 City of Jonesboro COMPREHENSIVE PLAN




































» Collaborative Map

City of Jonesboro: Community Input

STAKEHOLDER COMMITTEE
COLLABORATIVE MAP

Jonesboro, GA
Comprehensive Plan Update 2015
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A large-format map of the City and surrounding areas was used to gather re-
sponses to two questions from the stakeholder committee: (1) Besides your
home, what is your favorite location in Jonesboro? (2) Where are some of the
places that present a challenge to Jonesboro in the future. The stickers used
were color coded based on question. In the map above, blue dots represent fa-
vorite locations, while red dots represent areas that need improvement. The dots
are relatively spread throughout the city and represent the variety of interests
and values of Jonesboro residents.



















2 Engagement Activities Cont.

City of Jonesboro: Community Input

Postcards from the Future

The postcards from the future activity asked respondents to imagine that they are writing a
postcard to a friend or family member from the future, and then to describe what they like about
the “Jonesboro of the future”. The exercise is intended to elicit a thoughtful and creative response
that provides a vision for what residents see as the future of their town. Responses illustrated a
lively but quaint downtown that offered a variety of businesses for shopping and dining, while
maintaining the small town feel that Jonesboro citizens require. People wrote about the events,
restaurants, greenspace, transit, attractions, shopping and play that they see as a part of
Jonesboro’s future and a place they call home.

Welcome to the
Joneshboro of the Future













D Assets

City of Jonesboro: Assets and Challenges
Location

Tara Boulevard and State Route 54 connect the city to the region. Not only do these
routes connect the city to the region, but they are major regional transportation corri-
dors as well. These transportation connections provide residents and businesses within
the city easy access to the Atlanta region and the world.

Jonesboro is fortunate to be within 20 minutes of Hartsfield Jackson Atlanta Internation-
al Airport (HJIAIA). HJAIA provides Jonesboro residents and employers access to over
230 destinations and 80 percent of the United States is within a 2 hour flight.

Historic Character

The City of Jonesboro has over 20 historic sites located within its city limits and contains
a National Register Historic District for their downtown area. This historic character and
ties to Gone With the Wind drive tourism to the city. Stately Oaks is an 1839 Greek Re-
vival planter's home that has been preserved as an historic home. The plantation grounds
include the main house, Juddy's Country Store, a one-room school house, cook house,
and a tenant home

Also as a part of the Historic Character is Arts Clayton which provides both educational
opportunities and a Gallery within Downtown Jonesboro. The Arts Clayton Gallery, with
its prominent 4-panel street mural, exhibits both professional and emerging artists. The 12
month schedule includes 30 themed and featured exhibits, including two juried competi-
tions and the 13th Congressional District high school student art competition.

Development Potential

As the city is mostly built out, new development will primarily be redevelopment of exist-
ing properties. There is an opportunity for redevelopment with the downtown area and
to the north of downtown.

The city is investing in making these areas attractive for reinvestment and should contin-
ue to follow their local plans.

County Seat

As the county seat, the City of Jonesboro has a large workforce tied to Clayton County.
This workforce as well as visitors to the government center provides a large downtown
daytime population.







2 Challenges

City of Jonesboro: Assets and Challenges

These assets of the City of Jonesboro are items to be accentuated and improved on over time, to en-
sure the continued long term success of the city.

Economic Development

The top issue identified by residents and the stakeholders is the need for economic development that is
appropriate for City of Jonesboro. The residents and stakeholders are seeking small business and ex-
panded restaurant options. The downtown area is a key focus area in the development.

There is still a continued need to attract new restaurants and entertainment options into City of Jones-
boro. Jonesboro is competing against smaller cities within the Atlanta region therefore the continued
investment into economic development is needed.

Focusing on economic development will improve the downtown area, and expand the tax base which
will assist in achieving all the goals of the city.



















City of Jonesboro: Land Use and Future Development

The Tara Boulevard Corridor is the main com-
mercial corridor within Clayton County. It
contains many commercial as well as govern-
ment uses. While this corridor is only partially
within Jonesboro, many people associate it
with the city and they view it as the main com-
mercial thoroughfare within the city.

Uses:

e Commercial=Retail
o Office
e Government

e Industrial

Implementation Measures:

e All development should be well-
connected by access roads, interparcel
connections, and shared drives.

e Complete and integrate pedestrian im-
provements and crosswalks throughout
the corridor

e Promote high standards of architecture,
landscaping, and sign controls to improve
corridor appearance and maintain traffic
speeds and capacity through access
management and inter-parcel access.

e Disallow additional curb cuts onto Tara
Boulevard




City of Jonesboro: Land Use and Future Development

Traditional Neighborhoods are a mixture of
historic residences, some residential homes
and subdivisions developed since 1960 and
churches. This area is expected to maintain
its character however private reinvestment
may take place.

Uses:

Single Family Residential
Townhomes

Institutional

Implementation Measures:

Promote new developments that
emulate the positive aspects of historic
Jonesboro.

Traditional neighborhood developments
(TND) that employ traditional
architecture and traditional design
principles.

There should be good vehicular and
pedestrian/bike connections to retail/
commercial services as well as internal
street connectivity, connectivity to
adjacent properties/subdivisions, and
multiple site access points




City of Jonesboro: Land Use and Future Development

Production and Employment consist of
industrial and small office development along
South Main and Turner Roads. There are
some single family houses within the area but
this area should maintain its industrial and
employment characteristics.

Uses:

e Industrial
o Office

e |nstitutional

Implementation Measures:

e Provide adequate infrastructure capacity
and maintain designated truck routes to
Tara Boulevard that are safe and
maneuverable for heavy vehicles and
minimize noise, vibration, and intrusion of
trucks in residential areas. And the
Historic District.

e Provide adequate room for expansion
and the development of ancillary
business and employee services.

e Encourage attractive, landscaped
entrances and grounds.

e Protect environmentally sensitive areas
and buffer surrounding neighborhoods.

e Screen truck docks and waste handling
areas from public view.




City of Jonesboro: Land Use and Future Development

This is the core commercial and office devel-
opment center of Jonesboro and the area al-
so includes residential to office conversions.
This is the area that the city would like to see
reinvestment and development and there is
potential for Transit Oriented Development
within the Downtown with the expansion of
MARTA. The Jonesboro LCI Study should be
used as guidance within this area.

Uses:

Office
Residential
Retail

Institutional

Implementation Measures:

e The Downtown should include a mixture
of retail, office, services, and employment

e Design should be pedestrian oriented,
with strong, walkable connections
between different uses.

e Enhance the pedestrian-friendly
environment by adding sidewalks and
creating other pedestrian-friendly trail/
bike routes linking to neighboring
communities and major destinations,
such as libraries, neighborhood centers,
health facilities, parks, and schools.




City of Jonesboro: Land Use and Future Development

This is the North Main and Georgia 54
corridors located North of Downtown. This
area is the main gateway into the city from
the north and is visitor’s first impressions of
the city. This is also an area targeted for
redevelopment and reinvestment.

Uses:

Office
Commercial

Industrial

Implementation Measures:

Design should be pedestrian oriented,
with strong, walkable connections
between different uses.

Enhance the pedestrian-friendly
environment by adding sidewalks and
creating other pedestrian-friendly trail/
bike routes linking to neighboring
communities and major destinations,
such as libraries, neighborhood centers,
health facilities, parks, and schools.

Screen truck docks and waste handling
areas from public view.

Protect environmentally sensitive areas
and buffer surrounding neighborhoods.







Community Work Program for 2016-2020

Project
Number Project 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 Responsibility Funding and Cost
1 Examine Oppertunities for annexations X X X X City Staff Staff Time
2 Work with MARTA on Station locations within the City X X X X City Staff Staff Time
3 Become into Compliance with the LCl program X City Staff Staff Time
4 Update the LCI plan X X City Staff $100000 from ARC with local match
Conduct a code audit to compare plans with codes and make
5 reccomended zoning changes. X City Staff Staff Time
Develop an economic development package for new and
existing businesses X X City Staff Staff Time
Develop an economic development website X City Staff Staff Time
Apply for GDOT Roadside Enhancement Funds for the State
8 Routes within the city X City Staff SPLOST, GDOT , ARC
Develop signage, landmarks, crosswalk for walking tour of
9 Downtown Jonesboro. X X X X X City Staff SPLOST, GDOT, ARC $100,000

Design and construct an addition to the Police Station to

10 create a City municipal complex. X X X City Staff SPLOST $3.8 million
11 Construct Broad Street Plaza/Park X X X City Staff SPLOST-$300,000
12 Smith Street Streetscape Improvements X City Staff SPLOST $1 million

13 Improve Streetscapes on North Main Street X City Staff SPLOST -Underway
Improve the Battleground Park to include Open Field, Nature

14 Walk, Nature Preserve X X X X City Staff SPLOST- $300,000
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Report of Accomplishments for the 2005-2010 Work Program

Project Status Notes
Since 2005, there have been appointments ratified to the Historic Jonesboro Committee. At current, Historic Jonesboro is under new management, Mary|
Bruce as President. Since elected as President, Mrs. Bruce has been an integral part of pushing this organization forward with fresh ideas and involving the
Develop and implement a plan for recruiting more volunteers for Historic Jonesboro community. Recently, Historic Jonesboro reopened the First Historic County Jail in Clayton County as a museum and also hosted several community
C|a)'t0n County, InC. Complete functions‘
As the City continues to explore rebranding opportunities, we have completed some phases of signage but look for more to come in the near future. Within
Develop signage, landmarks, crosswalk for walking tour of Downtown Jonesboro. In Progress the approved 2015 SPLOST, funding was allocated for signage. Now Combined under STWP Project # 9
Update the city’s zoning ordinance to encourage diverse, attractive and neighborhood Over the years, there have been substantial updates to the City's zoning code. We are currently in the process of a zoning audit to provide for additional
scaled commercial development in Jonesboro. In Progress updates as an effort to attract additional development. Now Combined under STWP Project # 5
The City has begun conversations relative to a marketing strategy with Clayton County's Economic Development Department & the ARC. The first part of]
our marketing strategy is reaching out to at least 5 to 10 businesses per month to conduct a BRE (Business Retention & Expansion Visit). The meetings will
assist us in understanding what Jonesboro and Clayton County can provide to a business in terms of resources and managing their issues. Resources can range
Develop a market strategy to attract businesses to locate in downtown Jonesboro. In Progress from capital, permitting, workforce development, police, available land/space, etc. This project is now combined in STWP Project #4

Continuously Survey the housing stock and identify unstable areas and deteriorating

houses.

Ongoing-Complete

Each budget cycle, our Code Enforcement Officer appropriates funding for the demolition of at least two dilapidated structures. In addition, we join forces

with other community organizations to assist local residents on minor cosmetic housing issues.

Revise the Jonesboro zoning ordinance to allow for diverse types of housing units.

Ongoing

See above, #5- Now combined under STWP Project # 5

Work with Clayton County to improve, renovate and replace the storm drainage system

as needed citywide.

Ongoing -Complete

To address our storm drainage system issues, we attend the CCWA meetings, quarterly to review recommended enhancements. We are privileged to have
forged a great working relationship with the Water Authority and by virtue of this relationship we have been able to perform upgrades on our drainage

systems, as needed.

Coordinate suggested water and sewer system improvements with the Clayton County
Water Authority and have suggested improvement included in the Water Authority 10 Year

Master Plan.

Ongoing -Complete

CCWA has worked with the City to install new sewer lines to alleviate flooding in the system. South Avenue, Lee Street, North Aveue are just a few streets
that have had sewer lines replaced. In addition, the City has completed projects that provide curbing, gutters and new catch basins on Fayetteville Road, Main

Street & North Avenue.

Develop and implement traffic management techniques at trouble streets and

intersections in Jonesboro.

Ongoing -Complete

Our Chief of Police, in cooperation with our Mayor & Council, aggressively addresses problematic areas within Jonesboro. Each year, GDOT reviews our]

streets and provides comments relative to necessary changes.

Increase the number of volunteer firefighters to fifty (50).

Remove from STWP

Fire Services handled by Clayton County

Evaluate the possibility of paid fire truck driver(s) during the daytime operation hours.

Remove from STWP

Fire Services handled by Clayton County

Investigate procedures for the Insurance Service Office (ISO) to lower the fire insurance rating with the

The ISO rating was lowered when we transitioned to the County for Fire Emergency Services. This in fact, lowered our ISO rating from a 6 to a 3.

City. (Currently a Class 6). Completed
Design and construct an addition to the Police Station to create a City municipal complex. In Progress Within the 2015 SPLOST, $2M was appropriated for a Municipal Complex. At current, the City is seeking land suitable for such a complex.
In 2012, an 60X90 storage building was added to the Public Works Department to allow for additional space at our Public Works Department. This facility
Improve Public Works Buildings and Grounds, Landscaping Complete houses central heating & air which allows for the storage of temperature sensitive items. New landscaping has been added near the street.
Main Street/McDonough Street Streetscape Improvements Ongoing Phase | of the Streetscape is complete. Streetscape Il will be complete in February 2016.
Construct Massengale Park Toddler Playground Complete The Toddler Playground at Massengale Park was completed around 2005. This park was funded with grant money.

Construct stage on Courthouse Green

Plan Diverted-Complete

In lieu of constructing a stage on the Courthouse Green, the City approved a contract for the reclamation of Lee Street Park to include an amphitheater,

small stage area, pavilion space & market area. Estimated Completion Date : Jan 2016

Construct Downtown Parking Deck

on Hold

Prior to constructing a Downtown Parking Deck, the City intends to obtain a Downtown Study to ascertain the best placement of a Parking Deck. We hope

to begin a Downtown Study early in 2016.

Develop Pocket Park on Southwest Side of Jonesboro with Playground Equipment

Plan Diverted-Ongoing

The City is anticipating acquiring addiitonal land to place Municipal Complex & Park in this quadrant. Combined in STWP Project #1
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Construct Broad Street Plaza/Park Ongoing Funds have been allocated in the 2015-2020 SPLOST for the constructing of Green Space on Broad Street
We anticipate the Smith Street improvements to be our Phase Ill Streetscape Project. Once we complete Phase Il in the early months of 2016, we anticipate
Smith Street Streetscape Improvements Ongoing the beginning necessary prep work for Phase lIl.
We are currently under contract for Streetscape Phase Il. The contract was let in 2015. This project includes 0.68 miles of streetscape improvements along
Improve Streetscapes on North Main Street Onggoing Main Street and 0.6 miles of streetscape improvements on McDonough Street. Est. Completion Feb' 16
Within our 2015 SPLOST, we appropriated funding for park enhancements. We hope to be complete with this project by 2020. This addition would serve as
Improve the Battleground Park to include Open Field, Nature Walk, Nature Preserve In Progress a great resource for Jonesboro Middle School.
Develop new Arts Clayton Arts Center Complete Arts Clayton is now housed in a building in Downtown Jonesboro.
Develop new Jonesboro Library and Community Room Completed Library is under the auspices of the County Commission & State of Georgia. We developed a Community Room in our Firehouse Museum.
Update the zoning ordinance and regulations to protect the health, safety, and welfare of residents in See above, #5-Combined in STWP Project # 5
Jonesboro. Ongoing
Within recent months, the City has become aggressive with the annexation of additional parcels on Tara Boulevard. We have submitted letters of interest to
Annex adjacent land along Tara Boulevard and/or Highway 3 and/or Highway 54. Ongoing several properties throughout the Tara Boulevard Corridor. Now Combined in STWP Project #1
Develop gateway entrances into Jonesboro that are distinct and aesthetically pleasing. Ongoing Money has been appropriated through 2015-2020 SPLOST for additional gateway signage. Combined in STWP Project #9
The intersection at North Avenue & Tara Blvd has been improved. Intersection at Smith Street and Tara Blvd has been widened and improved. We also added
crosswalks to assist with pedestrian safety concerns. In addition, we also constructed a sidewalk from Fayetteville Road to Tara Blvd. Combined in STWP
Provide safe pedestrian access across Tara Boulevard. Ongoing Project #8
Develop an annexation plan to support possible expansions of city revenue base. Ongoing See above, #29- Combined in STWP Project #I












