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Local Facts 
Baker County ~ Newton 

 
National Register Listings:  Baker County Courthouse, Notchaway Baptist Church and Cemetery, Pine Bloom & 
Tarver Plantations  
 
Historical Resources(Not listed on National Historical Register): Ichauway Plantation, Blue Springs Plantation, 
Pineland Plantation, Nilo Plantation, Newberry Angus Farms, W.C. Newberry Farms, Pinegrove School and 
Cemetery, East Baker High School & Clare Cross House 
 
Baker County High school complex (main building used as County Courthouse) some parts built by Civilian 
Conservation Corps. 
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plain, downtown Newton and cross roads community.  Also, you can add additional strengths 
such as residential areas, commercial node, boating, hunting, fishing, new county schools, 
beautiful canopy roads, and growth in the minority population.  In 2001, the Baker County 
Board of Education voted to separate their school system from the Mitchell County School 
System and build a K-12 facility that currently has about 334 students.  There are also 
weaknesses, the continued flooding, inadequate cultural and recreational facilities, high 
demand on public services and facilities due to the increase in youth and elderly populations, 
high levels of poverty, and possible water contamination from aging septic systems.   

Traditionally, Baker County’s economy has been based on agriculture and over 90% of the 
Baker County territory is dedicated to it.   Some 64% of the population in Baker County work 
outside the county in the MSA area (Dougherty County) resulting in a loss of sales tax revenues.  
Having such a high percentage of the economically active residents of Baker commuting proves 
the severe absence of local jobs.  Baker County encompasses 347 square miles (222,080 acres) 
and has one of the lowest population densities in the state.   Most of the land is used for 
agriculture and forestry.  Agriculture accounts for 28% of land use in the unincorporated areas.  
Nearly half (47%) of the agricultural and forestry lands are located on large plantations.  Many 
of these plantations have active farming and forestry operations, although a significant portion 
is in conservation use, including the large tract that is home to the J. W. Jones Ecological Center.   

The J. W. Jones Ecological Research Center was established in 1991 as a research, conservation 
and education center.   It is a 29,000 acre outdoor laboratory.  It is a nonprofit organization that 
employs over 100 people.  Graduate students from all over the country have completed thesis 
research with on-site advisors.  The original acreage was established as a quail hunting reserve 
in the 1920’s by Robert W. Woodruff, who became the long term chairman of the Coco-Cola 
Company.  The center has an enormous economic impact for the City and County 

Included below are goals and objectives from the CEDS which are aligned with the current 
economic development goals of Baker County and the City of Newton: 

Goal:  

Our community will expand existing industries. 

Objective:   

We will develop and support the increase that existing industries will expand into the 
region. 
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Goal: 

Our community will provide a well trained workforce, professional, technical and skilled, 
capable of accommodating new industry and maintaining existing industry. 

Objective: 

We will improve education attainment by reducing high school drop-out rate. 
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Transportation 
Baker County and the City of Newton have a combined population of 4, 105.  The county has 
more than sufficient roadway network for the types of functions it now serves. This system 
provides for the existing land use activities and at the current rate of growth will be ample for 
the years to come.  Local residents in the City of Newton have expressed concern due to the 
lack of paved roads and the problems they cause when it rains.  This prompted the City of 
Newton to apply for a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) to help repair some of the 
roads in the city.   

Public transportation provides the only means of transportation for some people within the 
county.  The existing public transportation system, however minimal the service, enables 
people to travel to many commercial, medical and residential locations. The Southwest Georgia 
Rural Transportation System provides demand responsive services to 14 counties in Southwest 
Georgia.  This system serves human service agencies and the general public in Baker County 
from 6 am to 8 pm Monday through Friday.  These transportation services are provided through 
the Department of Human Resources (DHR).  Access to some form of public transit is already 
and will remain a significant issue for residents of both Baker County and the City of Newton.  

The transportation system in Baker County is sparse.  Baker County has 361 miles of road roughly half of 
which are paved.  78 miles of the road system are State Highway while the county maintains 272 miles 
of road, of which 175 miles are unpaved.  The county’s major federal and state routes are: GA 91, GA 37, 
GA 216, GA 200, and GA 253.  Most of these routes are two lane routes.   

The annual average daily traffic (ADDT) in Baker County is moderate on the most used roads in Baker 
County.  These roads are GA 91, GA 37 followed by GA 216, GA 200, and GA 253.  Maintenance of the 
roads is handled by the road department.  

 











































A RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE BAKER COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

 

 

WHEREAS, Baker County, Georgia found it necessary to update their joint comprehensive plan 
as part of the requirements to maintain its Qualified Local Government Status; 

 

 WHEREAS, the County Commission held public meetings and hearings to allow private citizens 
to review the Comprehensive Plan and gathered citizens input; 

 

 WHEREAS, in the development of the comprehensive plan, Baker County examined, evaluated, 
and where applicable, incorporated considerations of both the Flint River Basin Regional Water 
Development and Conservation Plan and the Environmental Planning Criteria pursuant to O.C.G.A. 12-2-
8, and; 

 

 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Baker County Commission that the Comprehensive Plan 
shall be adopted, hereby certifying that adequate citizen participation requirements have been met. 

 

Adopted on the ________ day of ___________________ 2017. 

 

 Commission Chair 

 

 __________________________________ 
 Connie Hobbs 
 
Witness 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Penny Eure, County Clerk 
 
  



 

A RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE BAKER COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council of Newton, Georgia found it necessary to update their joint 
comprehensive plan as part of the requirements to maintain its Qualified Local Government Status; 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council held public meetings and hearings to allow private citizens to review 
the Comprehensive Plan and gathered citizens input; 

 

 WHEREAS, in the development of the comprehensive plan, The City of Newton examined, 
evaluated, and where applicable, incorporated considerations of both the Flint River Basin Regional 
Water Development and Conservation Plan and the Environmental Planning Criteria pursuant to 
O.C.G.A. 12-2-8, and; 

 

 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of Newton, Georgia that the Comprehensive 
Plan shall be adopted, hereby certifying that adequate citizen participation requirements have been 
met. 

 

Adopted on the ________ day of ___________________ 2017. 

 

 Mayor 

 

 __________________________________ 
 Gary Coker 
 
Witness 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Pat Hart, City Clerk 
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