STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF FULTON
CITY OF SOUTH FULTON RES2021-050

A RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE OUR SOUTH FULTON: 2021 CITY OF SOUTH FULTON
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AS THE OFFICIAL COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR
THE CITY OF SOUTH FULTON, GEORGIA, IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS
OF THE GEORGIA PLANNING ACT OF 1989; AND FOR OTHER LAWFUL PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, the City of South Fulton ("City") is a municipal corporation duly
organized and existing under the laws of the State of Georgia; and

WHEREAS, the duly elected governing authority of the City is the Mayor and
Council thereof ("City Council"); and

WHEREAS, The Georgia Planning Act of 1989 calls for local governments to
prepare a comprehensive development plan (“CDP”) to guide local day-to-day decisions
about growth and development for the next five, ten, fifteen, and more years into the
future; and

WHEREAS, preparing, adopting, maintaining, and implementing a comprehensive
development plan is a requirement for local governments pursuant to the Georgia
Planning Act of 1989 and to maintain qualified local government certification to be eligible
for select state funding and permitting programs; and

WHEREAS, the Georgia Department of Community Affairs (‘DCA”) adopted the
“Standards and Procedures for Local Comprehensive Planning” effective on October 1,
2018; and

WHEREAS, the Our South Fulton 2021 Comprehensive Plan meets the Standards
and Procedures for Comprehensive Planning; and

WHEREAS, the City of South Fulton transmitted the 2021 CDP to the Atlanta
Regional Commission (“ARC") and the Georgia Department of Community Affairs (‘DCA”)
for review as required prior to final adoption; and

WHEREAS, initial public hearings for South Fulton’s 2021 CDP took place on
February 23, 2021 and September 24, 2021, and the city engaged in steering committee
meetings, public online briefings, and citywide informational meetings prior to the
adoption of the 2021 CDP; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of South Fulton finds that adopting the
2021 CDP would be in the best interest of public health, safety, and general welfare of
the City’s residents.

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SOUTH FULTON HEREBY ORDAINS as
follows:

Section 1. The document entitled Our South Fulton: The 2021 Comprehensive Plan, on
file with the City Clerk and the Community Development and Regulatory Affairs



Department and incorporated herein by reference is hereby adopted as the official
Comprehensive Development Plan for the City of South Fulton, Georgia, in accordance
with The Code of Ordinances, City of South Fulton, Georgia.

Section 2. The Our South Fulton: The 2021 Comprehensive Plan shall become effective
immediately upon adoption by the City Council and approval by the Mayor and shall
remain in effect until such time as they are amended or repealed.

Section 3. It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that: (a) All
sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance are or were,
upon their enactment, believed by the City Council to be fully valid, enforceable and
constitutional.

(b) To the greatest extent allowed by law, every section, paragraph, sentence, clause or
phrase of this Ordinance is severable from every other section, paragraph, sentence,
clause or phrase of this Ordinance. No section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of
this Ordinance is mutually dependent upon any other section, paragraph, sentence,
clause or phrase of this Ordinance.

(c) In the event that any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Ordinance
shall, for any reason whatsoever, be declared invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise
unenforceable by the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, it is
the express intent of the City Council that such invalidity, unconstitutionality or
unenforceability shall, to the greatest extent allowed by law, not render invalid,
unconstitutional or otherwise unenforceable any of the remaining phrases, clauses,
sentences, paragraphs or sections of the Ordinance.

Section 4. All Ordinances and parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby
expressly repealed.

[signatures and voting tabulations appear on the following page]



The foregoing RESOLUTION No. 2021-050, adopted on December 14, 2021 was offered
by Councilmember Willis, who moved its approval. The motion was seconded by
Councilmember Rowell, and being put to a vote, the result was as follows:

AYE NAY
William “Bill” Edwards, Mayor
Carmalitha Gumbs
Catherine Foster Rowell
Helen Zenobia Willis, Mayor Pro Tem
Gertrude Naeema Gilyard
Corey Reeves
khalid kamau
Mark Baker

X XX X X X

THIS RESOLUTION adopted this 14t day of December 2021.
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CHAPTER 1



Introduction

This is an exciting time for the City of South Fulton. It
is a highly desirable place to be in the Atlanta region
and at the same time, it is looking forward to a future
of continued growth and change.

Broadly speaking, a comprehensive plan is a way to
guide investment, development, and the allocation of
services within a jurisdiction. But cities are complicated
places, and they make decisions about the future every
day in response to new opportunities or unexpected
problems. The City of South Fulton’s Comprehensive
Plan is one tool for helping to guide these decisions,
with three distinctive features:

e |t is long-range, looking ahead to the future

e |t is comprehensive, looking across many different
facets of what the City of South Fulton does

e |t is deliberative, looking within to understand the
needs and desires of the City of South Fulton's
community.

1 0UR SOUTH FULTON-COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

This is the first Comprehensive Plan that has been
created since the city’s formation on May 1, 2017. This
document affirms the city’s big picture vision, defines
goals, and lays out a task list for city leaders, staff, and
citizens to address issues and to position the City of
South Fulton to be a leader within metro Atlanta.

Most of the work of shaping the city will be done by
the residents, businesses, and nonprofits. The City of
South Fulton plays a key role in these implementation
tools:

¢ Regulations

o Capital spending

e Programs and staffing

The success of the goals of this plan depends on being
able to tap into the many voices of the City of South
Fulton and weave their ideas, viewpoints, and thoughts
into a common vision. Engagement and feedback were
critical to reach a broad consensus of the diverse

CITY OF SOUTH FULTON



people who live and work in the City of South Fulton.
To meet the goal of an inclusive process meant
creating multiple opportunities to get involved. The
planning team developed several communication tools
and forums to ensure meaningful community
involvement that would form the backbone of the plan.
This was challenging as the region and city are limited
for in-person public engagement activities due to
COVID-19 and the need to protect residents and staff.

A Project Team was convened to oversee the process

and act as an instrument to guide the development of
the plan. Project Team Members were made up of city
and Atlanta Regional Commission [ARC) staff.

A public engagement website was established to
provide feedback opportunities from community
members with similar activities that could occur in an
In-Person Open House. This project website allowed
for longer periods of feedback from community
members versus a traditional process that would have
one public meeting. Three phases of engagement were
conducted virtually with oppertunities to submit direct
comments to the Project Team throughout the
process.

A Steering Committee was formed of residents,
community leaders, economic development
professionals, and an elected official to provide
direction, feedback and serve as ambassadors of the
planning process.

The feedback and direction from the engagement
allow the plan to focus on the elements to improve
the City of South Fulton with targeted policies to
enhance the assets and address the issues within the
city.

This plan looks different from previous Comprehensive
Plans as the format has been updated to reflect the
requirements in the State of Georgia's Minimum
Standards for Local Comprehensive Plans from 2017,
to recognize that:

e Assets can be accentuated and improved;

o Liabilities can be mitigated and changed over time;
and
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o Potential can be sought after and developed.

In addition, the plan is required to be in an easy-to-
use document. This plan can be amended at any time
when appropriate to respond to changes within the
City of South Fulton.

Who is this Plan for?

As the state-approved Comprehensive Plan for the City
of South Fulton, this plan plays a role in the
operations of the city. The plan will be used by the
Mayor and City Council to advance policies and
implement strategies to achieve the city’s vision. It will
be used by the Planning Commission to inform zoning
and other land-use decisions and it will be used by
city departments to assist in programming and
budgeting.

It will also be used by the city’s residents and
business owners to understand the city’s vision and
strategies for the future and to see how they best can
support it.

The City of South Fulton Comprehensive Plan builds
upon other existing plans and provides a framework
for understanding what needs to be done to improve
the quality of life within the City of South Fulton. While
this plan provides direction and priorities it should be
constantly evaluated to make sure that the strategies
and projects meet the current needs of the residents
and businesses within the city.

As a young city, the residents of South Fulton have
had very different experiences. These different
experiences shape the perspectives about the city's
future.

Some perspectives want to focus on the community’s
strengths and assets, while others believe that
progress will only be possible when the community’s
problems are addressed head-on. Both of these
approaches are needed.

CITY OF SOUTH FULTON



The planning process used both data and community

feedback to understand the conditions within the City of

South Fulton to develop the interconnected list of
community assets and challenges. These community
assets and challenges form the foundation of the plan
with corresponding strategies. While there is no silver
bullet that can address the range of challenges facing
the City of South Fulton.

Previous Plans

This Comprehensive Plan builds upon the great
planning work that the City of South Fulton has
undertaken since its creation in 2017. The city has
completed an Economic Development Strategy, A City
Strategic Plan, a Consolidated Plan, and participated in
the Southern Fulton County Transportation Plan.

Those plans and other plans and resources are linked
with an orange mouse button throughout this plan.

* LEARN MORE:
City of South Fulton Strategic Plan
The City of South Fulton’s Strategic Plan was a
process in 2018, 2019, and 2020 to develop some
guidance for the City of South Fulton. With over
1,000 residents participating in the process, the plan
developed a Community Vision and early action
steps for the operations of the City of South Fulton.
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kLEARN MORE:

City of South Fulton Consolidated Plan

The City of South Fulton’s Consolidated Plan serves
as a strategic road map for community development
investments and highlights the City's overall
housing and community development needs. This
plan identifies broad activities the City plans to
undertake in a given year using federal funds.

LEARN MORE:

Southern Fulton Comprehensive Transportation Plan
The Southern Fulton Comprehensive Transportation
Plan evaluated current and future transportation
conditions in Southern Fulton County and
determined transportation needs, across all modes,
through the year 2050. The outcome is a
recommended list of transportation projects to be
implemented in the near-term (1-5 years), mid-term
(6-10 years), and long-term (11+ years] for the
entire Southern Fulton region, as well as by City,
based on anticipated revenues.

CITY OF SOUTH FULTON


https://publicinput.com/Customer/File/Full/7d8cf2bd-3c24-4d7f-b1be-55eebc43ca8b
https://www.southernfultonctp.org/index.html
https://publicinput.com/Customer/File/Full/00d4bdd2-8803-47c5-a48c-e014af62b190

k LEARN MORE:
City of South Fulton Economic Strategy
Economic Development Strategic Plan provides an
action plan for the economic development of the city
of South Fulton. The approach was to developing
recommendations involving both quantitative and
qualitative research methods. This report is
organized into three main sections. The first section
details the existing demographic, economic and real
estate market conditions in city of South Fulton and
provides projections for future growth. The second
section provides the analysis of the multi-faceted
approach to community input, including a summary
of a resident survey, a business survey, business
interviews as well as focus group and 'SWOT’
analysis sessions with community members.

“Attract, and partner with, businesses that support
and the City of South Fulton viston.”
-Public Comment

Findings from the analysis of the data describing
existing conditions and trends and the analysis of
community input serves as the basis of the action
plan, which is the third and final section of the
report.

4 OUR SOUTH FULTON-COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CITY OF SOUTH FULTON
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What We Heard

Plans need to reflect the values of those who live and  Schedule of Engagement
work within the community. For this reason, a public

. F 2 2021 1st Public Heari
process was designed to gather feedback from the ebruary 23rd, 20 st Public Hearing
community to develop this plan. March 11th, 2021 Phase 1 of Public Input Launched
o ] April 14th, 2021 City Council Presentation
Due to concerns and restrictions during the COVID-19
pandemic, most engagements were done virtually using April 22nd, 2021 1st Steering Commitee Meeting
virtual meetings and an online public involvement April 30th, 2021 City Council Retreat

website. The website allowed the planning team to
conduct similar activities that would have occurred
during a traditional open house, and it allowed May 28th, 2021 2nd Steering Commitee Meeting
community members to participate at a time of their
choosing. This also allowed the Planning Team to

gather feedback with multiple phases. A map of June 16th 2021 Public Online Briefing
partipants is located on the next page.

May 18th, 2021 Online Public Meeting

June 9th, 2021 Phase 2 of Public Input Launched

June 28th, 2021 District 3 Briefing
This process tapped the knowledge of a local expert July 21st, 2021 3rd Steering Commitee Meeting
steering committee but also encouraged new voices to September 24th, 2021 2nd Public Hearing
participate.
October 2021 Citywide Meetings
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Online Engagement Summary

6 OUR SOUTH FULTON-COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CITY OF SOUTH FULTON



The first phase was having the Planning Team listen to
concerns from the community, steering committee, and
the City Council. In later phases, the Planning Team
gathered feedback on goals, strategies, development
styles, and implementation activities.

The full Public Engagement results are located within
the Appendix and a summary is provided on the
following pages. Questions related to topics later in the
plan also are provided.

Participants in the Online Engagement
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Phase 1 Public Input

The first activity was examining the 2016 strategies
from the Comprehensive Plan. Most respondents
agreed with the strategies but also realized those
strategies need to be revised.

In the first phase of engagement over 132 comments
were received. The Planning Team examined those
comments and organized them into categories.

Over 20 comments were related to Economic
Development within the City of South Fulton.

Ten were related to Parks and 10 were related to
Infrastructure, especially transportation. The other top
category was related to Quality Design in areas of the
city.
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Kellogg L20]
Sweetwater
Douglasville Creek
State Park
®
oArbor Place
®
Stewart Woods
t Star ?
Doublegate
Woods Valley Anneewakee ?
3
&
£
$
chans® Y South Fulton
Fouts Mill Campbellt? CLIFTONDALE
Publix Super Market
at Parkway Village
S
7
yOL‘\ 154)
Cochran
Mill Park
T
Chattahoochee
Hills

Responses of Areas of Improvement
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Fairburn

Respondents were also asked to identify areas of the
city that need improvement. Those responses are
located in the map below.

The full Phase 1 report is located in the Appendix.

Phase 2 Public Input

Phase 2 of the Engagement focuses on Community
Strategies, Development Styles, and Broadband Service.

Just over half of the respondents were satisfied with
Internet Speeds at home. Some respondents had good
1 GB service, while others have no options or providers.

Cellular service had a lower satisfaction score of 49%.
This is also common with other communities near
Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport, as the
airport limits towers near the flight paths. In addition,
the rural nature of the western edge may limit service.
Further analysis by communication engineers should be

conducted.
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TOP COMMUNITY IMAGES
All of the proposed Community Strategies received
strong community support. All community strategies e
received strong support. The most popular strategies
were, developing homeownership programs, access
to MARTA, and developing a wider array of housing
types. Those strategies were further refined by the
Steering Committee.

A digital Visual Preference Survey was conducted for
different proposed areas on the Future Development
Map, to provide guidance for future development

Top: Regional Live-Work
styles for the development community, and city staff Bottom: Community Live-Work

and officials. The results are located on this page.

While future development may not match exactly
these styles, these results should influence the
creation of overlay districts and design guidelines.

4 r s = = ] el
sy’ ‘ RESTAURANT & WINE BAR

=

TOP COMMUNITY IMAGES

Top: Regional Live-Work
Bottom: Community Live-Work

Top: Commercial Development
Bottom: Community Live-Work

Residential
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Phase 3

Phase 3 of Community Engagement focused on the
Community Work Program and also how the community
would like to be engaged in the future.

Respondents were asked to identify their top choice of
projects by community goal. The responses then allow
the city staff to prioritize projects in the Community
Work Program later in the document.

The participant were also asked how they would like to
be engaged for future projects and developments. The
results of the survey are outlined below.

Thinking about attending meetings to learn about a planning study, rank the
options in the order that you would be most likely to participate in.

L
|
Q
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16% Attend a public meeting on a weekday,
to hear a presentation and ask
questions.

17% Watch a live stream of a meeting online
and submit questions online.

14% Attend an Open House on a weekend to
ask questions in an informal matter to
staff and others.

15% Visit a online site (like this)

11% Attend an Open House on a weekday to
ask questions in an informal matter to
staff and others

11% Watch a recorded meeting and submit
questions.

7% Visit a booth at a community festival

8% Respond to a paper survey

CITY OF SOUTH FULTON



| Our Story...So Far

CHAPTER 3
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Our Story...So Far

Located in Southern Fulton County, the City of South
Fulton is the 8th largest city in Georgia. At
approximately 100 square miles, it is one of the largest
cities in Metro Atlanta by land area. Bounded
approximately by 1-20 to the north, the Chattahoochee
River to the west, [-85 to the south, and 1-285 to the
east, the City of South Fulton is well connected to the
regional transportation network.

The city was created in 2017 from the hard work of
community members over the past 11 years to
establish a City of South Fulton to directly control their
community in the South Fulton area. In November 2018,
the city transitioned all city services from Fulton County
to the City of South Fulton.

Because of the nature of the formation of the City of
South Fulton, there is not an established main street or
downtown that is South Fulton, rather there are a
collection of small retail clusters located throughout
the city.

110,000
108,000
106,000
104,000
102,000
100,000
78,000 57 284
76,000
74,000
72,000

2018

Data $ource: U5 Census Bureau; Population and Housing Estimates, 2019, 2020 Census RedistrictingFile
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99,162

A recent addition to the City of South Fulton was in
July of 2021. The Fulton Industrial District was annexed
into the City of South Fulton. This annexation led to the
addition of over 28,000 employees to the City of South
Fulton and has provided more access to the
Chattahoochee River. In addtion, the annexation dispute
with the City of Atlanta regarding the Loch Lomond
Estates was resolved.

Being a young city, accurate historical data, and
information about the recently annexed Fulton Industrial
Corridor is limited.

However, using Geographic Information System (GIS)
tools, data can be developed for the City of South
Fulton, and the full results of the 2020 Census will
provide more detail for the city.

Population Growth in the City of South Fulton

107 434

203y 2020
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From 2018 to 2020, the City of South Fulton's
population grew 9.5% to 107,436. This makes South
Fulton the largest City in Southern Fulton County. The
median age is 37, slightly older than Fulton County at
35.5, with a large share of the population in the City of

South Fulton under the age of 50.

The Median Household income is $65,919, and 42% of
the city’s households make over $75,000 per year.

&.0%
5.0%

4.0%

3.0%
2.0%
1.0% |
0.0%

<6 B-% 10-1415-19Z0-24 25-2730-24 36-37 40-44 456-47 B0-54 65-57 S0-64 45-47 70-74 76-77 80-84 85+

Epigle EFemale

[ata Source: hmerican Community Survey, 29
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Population by Age and Sex

37 39.9

Median Age Median Age
South Fultan Fulton County

This age-sex population graph illustrates the
distribution of age groups in South Fulton-

The squared left-hand side of the structure witha
bulge toward the middle ages reflects the city's
large economically active age group
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Over 40,000 people commute out of the City of South

Fulton each day, and over 34,000 commuting into the The over 43,000 employed residents work in a variety of
city each day with the majority communting into the sectors throughout the region. Health Care is the
Fulton Industrial Business District. Only 2,225 people highest sector, followed by Administration and Support,
live and work in South Fulton. Commuters travel to then Transportation and Warehousing, and lastly

the Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport, Accommodation and Food Services. Approximately 59%
Downtown and Midtown Atlanta, Emory, Buckhead, of residents within the City of South Fulton earn less
Perimeter, and Cumberland areas. Other locations than 3,333 a month, per job, which is less than $40,000
include Old National Highway, East Point, and the Camp per year.

Creek area.

R LEARN MORE:
Pre-Pandemic, approximately 80% of the residents City of South Fulton Economic Strategy
communted by car alone each day to work, and 6.1%
use public transit to get to work. The majority of
residents commute less than 45 minutes to work.

Resident Job Count By Earnings

Count Share

Total All Jobs 42,698 100%

Of the approximately 36,000 workers in the City of
South Fulton, the largest sector is in Transportation
and Warehousing, followed by Manufacturing, and 1,250 per month or less 10,709 25.1%
Wholesale Trade. This is not surprising, as the Fulton
Industrial District is one of the largest industrial
districts in the country. Other top sectors include
Administration and Support, Education, and Retail More than 3,333 per month [ 17,400 40.8%
Trade.

1,251 to 3,333 per month 14,589 34.2%

Data Source: LEHD 2018, US Census

Commute to South Fulton: Commute out of South Fulton;

34,475 40,999

e

Live and Worlcin South Fulton:

2,225

Data Source: LEHD Origin Destination Employment Statistics, 208

16 OUR SOUTH FULTON-COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CITY OF SOUTH FULTON


https://publicinput.com/Customer/File/Full/5d1ab757-0bd4-42f4-a56b-7a3dc850d552

The City of South Fulton has a diverse ecosystem with
varied terrain and unique natural resources including
waterways, rich soils, and scenic byways. Currently,
there are a variety of local and state regulations in
place to preserve the integrity of the environment. A
review of policies, procedures, and regulations is
needed to ensure that the city is up to date with
industry best practices regarding resource management
and protections.

The Clty of South Fulton has several streams and small
water supply watersheds that are protected through
ordinances adopted by both the City of South Fulton
and the State of Georgia. The Northwestern portion of
the city also abuts the Chattahoochee River. This area
of the city is protected through the Chattahoochee River
Corridor Plan which requires that development
proposals are viewed by ARC and the local jurisdiction
to prevent pollution and hazardous materials from
entering the river.

As weather pattens continue to change and flooding
becomes more common wetland and flood plain
management will be essential in keeping people safe
and potable water supplies clean. Currently, the city
does this through buffer and setback requirements for
streams and by prohibiting development in the flood
plain.

Stormwater and sedimentation can also negatively
impact the quality of topsoil if adequate erosion control
measures are not taken. As new developments and
redevelopments are happening every day in South
Fulton, it is important that every effort is made to
manage runoff. The removal of natural vegetation
including trees, shrubs, moss, and other natural ground
coverings leave soil the more susceptible to run off.
The city’s environmental ordinance adopted in
November 2018 provided development guidelines for
runoff and erosion control measures.

When discussing environmental planning, it is also
important to take steep slopes into consideration. Steep
slopes can lead to incidences of erosion of slippage
creating a hazard for the community. Steep slopes are
concentrated around the Chattahoochee River and its
tributaries. Steep slopes are considered those with a
grade change higher than 33%, and development on a

17 OUR SOUTH FULTON-COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

slope higher than 40% requires a variance from the
Zoning Board of Appeals.

During public engagement activities, many respondents
expressed interest in preserving the City’s tree canopy.
One particularly cherished area was recognized by the
Georgia Scenic Byway Program. The Northern portion
of the 29-mile path is in South Fulton, and it is a
popular touring location for cyclist and drivers. The
route uses Cochran Mill Rd., Hutcheson Mill Rd., and
GA Hwy. 70.

Future environmental initiatives might include
community education programs so that the public is in
informed about the city’'s environmental resources and
can aid in protection measures. Additional research on
innovation and best practices for environmental
conservation can aid the city in staying prepared for a
healthy future.

“The citg should embrace it's unigque attributes as
well as preserve it's natural beautg and history.
t's a balance that wuust be matntained Ln order to
further protect our quality of life.”
-Public Comment

CITY OF SOUTH FULTON
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Although incorporated in 2017, South Fulton has a rich
cultural history that dates back centuries to include
historic structures and communities. Fulton County
conducted a historic resources survey in 1998. Out of
the 900-sites identified, 375 were within what is now
the City of South Fulton. While many of the sites were
single family dwelling units, other uses included
churches, cemeteries, schools, commercial businesses,
civic uses, industrial sites, transportation resources,
health care facilities, and agricultural related
structures. The historic resources survey conducted by
Fulton County is over two decades old. The city is in
dire need of a new survey that is specific to South
Fulton and incorporates the properties that recently
made the historic designation age of 50 years old.

Initial development was sparked in a handful of historic
communities. Fife, Stonewall, and Red Oak developed
as railroad communities to service the commercial and
industrial needs of rail passengers and their cargo.
Sandtown developed as a river crossing for agricultural
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developments along the Chattahoochee River.
Bethlehem, Cliftondale, Friendship, and Ono developed
as social centers at road intersections. Rivertown, Rico,
and Redwine developed as Ferry crossings. All these
small developments have grown over decades and
centuries to become interconnected and make up the
jurisdiction of South Fulton that know today.

Currently, the story of the city’'s cultural legacy is in the
hands of the Historic and Cultural Landmarks
Commission (HCLC). The HCLC is an eight-member
citizen board charged with identifying, preserving, and
revitalizing the City’s Historic and Cultural resources.
The board is collecting stories and photos to tell the
story of South Fulton and preserve South Fulton’s
history to inspire future generations.

CITY OF SOUTH FULTON



Industrial Development was identified by the community as the top threat to the City of South Futlon

SWOT Analysis

Based upon the data analysis and community
stakeholder feedback the following Strengths,

Weaknesses, Oppertunities and Threats were identified.

Strengths

o New City and staff and funding focused on South
Fulton

e Strong homeownership levels

o Near regional employment centers

e Natural beauty in areas including the Chattahoochee
River

Weaknesses

e Lack of access to basic services and amenities
located in the City

e Outdated/ stressed infrastructure and the need for
reinvestment

e Lack of Identity and sense of place of the City of
South Fulton
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Opportunities

e New tools for reinvestment

e Continue reinvestment in Fulton Industrial Area

e Creating a sense of place and identity and becoming
a regional destination.

e Areas that can be developed/redeveloped

Threats

e Neighboring jurisdictions land use changes and
development impacts

e Lack of Trust and Communication

e Real Estate Market Demand and costs

These statements were then used to develop
Community Strategies and Goals.

CITY OF SOUTH FULTON






Community Vision and Goals

The City of South Fulton’s 2020 Strategic Plan adopted
a vision based upon a community outreach process of

over 1,000 residents held in 2019. The vision below was
the foundation of this plan update.

City of South Fulton will be an innovative, diverse

community that is safe, environmentally conscious,

healthy, transparent and financially sustainable for all ~ W LEARN MORE:

its citizens and visitors. City of South Fulton Strategic Plan

Using that overall vision, the Planning Team used
feedback and the SWOT analysis to develop the
following Community Goals to implement the vision.
These goals provide the framework for the strategies of
the plan in the following chapters.

e Ensure Stable Housing for All

Building Trust within the Community

Creating an Economic Engine for the South Side
Develop a Unique South Fulton

Develop a Strong Community for South Fulton

Wolf Creek Trail
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How to Use this Plan

There are many users of this plan and ways to use this
plan. The Mayor, City Council, City Staff, City Boards
and Commissions, and community members should use
the Comprehensive Plan. It is a guide decision-making
processes, budget and capital spending, and programs
and policies. The two implementation sections are
organized around the two main themes heard from
public engagement - Building an Equitable South Fulton
and Making South Fulton a Great Place. Each Theme
contains the community goals that were developed to
address the City of South’s Fulton” Issues and
Opportunities, and under each goal are strategies to
implement the goals.

The strategies are ideas and best practices brought
forward and vetted through the Community Engagement
Process. Each Goal also contains implementation
projects for the Community Work Program. The
Community Work Program is a required element that
contains projects that the City of South Fulton will
undertake over the next five years to implement the
Comprehensive Plan.

The strategies and implementation are not meant to be
exhaustive. Many of the routine functions of the City of
South Fulton will continue, but rather they are designed
to be concrete actions to address the City of South
Fulton Issues and Opportunities. The Mayor, City
Council, and city staff should regularly refer to the
Community Work Program and revise it to address
current issues facing the City of South Fulton.

Public Engagement

Building an
Equitable South Fulton

Making South Fulton
a Great Place

Ensuring Stable
Housing for All

Creating an
Economic Engine for
the South Side

Develop
a Unique
South Fulton

Building Trust
Within the
Community

Improve Access
to Transportation and
Broadband

Develop a Strong
Community for
South Fulton

Implementation Actions

24 OUR SOUTH FULTON-COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Ensuring Stable
Housing for AUl

Creating an
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the South Side

Develop
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South Fulton
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Within the
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to Transportation and
Broadband

Develop a Strong
Community for
South Fulton
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Implementation Actions
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Building an Equitable South Fulton

Equity is when everyone, regardless of who they are or
where they come from, has the opportunity to thrive.
Where there is equity, a person’s identity does not
determine their outcome. Equitable, inclusive
communities are places of value that provide access to
resources and opportunities for all people to improve
the quality of their life. The City of South Fulton
advances equity by serving individuals, families, and
communities in @ manner that reduces or eliminates
persistent institutional biases and barriers based on
race, ability, income, gender identity and sexual
orientation, age, and other factors.

In the City of South Fulton, some neighborhoods do not
have access to basic amenities and opportunities
including parks, healthy food, affordable transportation
options, and other neighborhood amenities. Residents
in these areas tend to have more health problems and
lower incomes as a result of fewer opportunities. These
inequities conflict with the values of fairness and
providing everyone an equitable opportunity to succeed.
They mean that residents are not able to access the
resources needed to improve their quality of life. Some
South Fulton residents are less likely to build wealth
and stability, making them more vulnerable to
involuntary displacement, and many of these residents
live in neighborhoods that were historically
marginalized.

Equitable development is an approach to meeting the
needs of underserved communities through policies and
programs that reduce disparities while fostering places
that are healthy and vibrant. Truly equitable
development leads to greater choice and opportunities
and improves everyone's quality of life.
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The creation of the City of South Fulton will lead to
more resources for the historically marginalized
communities of Southern Fulton County, however
building an equitable South Fulton will require
consistent monitoring, engagement, and investments by
city staff and officials.

Observations and Overview

As a city that is over 90% Black, the City of South
Fulton has one of the largest shares of population of
Black or African Ammerican in the State of Georgia.
However, an equity lens needs to be applied aat the
neighborhood level because city-level statistics rarely
tell the whole story.

The median household income in the City of South
Fulton is $65,919. However, over 36% of households in
South Fulton have a median household income under
$50,000 per year, In addition, 40% of renters and 21%
of homeowners are spending more than 36% of their
income on housing costs. While household incomes are
high in areas of the city of South Fulton there are
pockets of lower income.

Another equity indicator is transportation. As public
transportation options are limited in the City of South
Fulton, having reliable transportation is important to
access services and employment. Approximately 10% of
renter households within the City of South Fulton do
not have a vehicle available to them compared to 1.2%
of home owned households.

Before 2020, 6.4% of residents in South Fulton used
public transit as their primary means of travel to work,
and 44% of those were homeowners.

CITY OF SOUTH FULTON



A reoccurring comment heard within the comprehensive
plan process the need for information and a feedback
loop of continual public engagement after the adoption
of the Comprehensive Plan. Before the creation of the
City of South Fulton, community members felt that
projects were approved without their input and were
planned for versus planned with.

Ensuring that community members have accurate,
available information about the development process,
projects and providing educational resources about
zoning, land use and density will promote a culture of
trust between city officials and community members.
Residents play an important role as well, by
volunteering for city boards and commissions and
actively participating in training and meetings as
members. Those members of city boards and
commissions should act as ambassadors of the city,
regularly seeking input and educating their neighbors.

o

Southwest Art Center
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Ensure Stable Housing for All

The City of South Fulton’s strength is in its
residents and quality neighborhoods. Continuing
that strength will require focus on creating
strong neighborhoods to ensure a high quality
of life, and to provide for generational wealth to
break poverty cycles.

The strategies and projects listed here can
help to ensure that housing in the City of South
Fulton is available to all residents.

Create pathways to homeownership for
residents to encourage generational
wealth.

Homeownership can be an important source of
neighborhood stability. Homeowners have greater
control of the maintenance and conditions of their
homes than renters, whose landlords may be located
outside of of the City of South Fulton.

Connecting prospective buyers to existing and future
resources to prepare for and enter homeownership for
the first time is key. Resources such as financial
counseling, credit repair, and first-time homebuyer
loans can prepare residents for the homeownership
experience.

Homeownership also can build generational wealth for
families. A home is an asset that can be used for
building wealth and increasing residents’ net worth,
which can be passed down for generations.

According to Census data analyzed by ARC, in the

10-county Atlanta region, 47% of Black residents are
homeowners compared to 72% white residents.
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Create opportunities to become a
Lifelong Community for all South Fulton
Residents.

While the City of South Fulton is currently relatively
young, putting into place Lifelong Community Principles
will develop the City of South Fulton into a place where
people of all ages and abilities can live as long as they
like. Lifelong Communities provide an array of housing
types that appeal to individuals young and old to
provide for housing and transportation options,
encouraging healthy lifestyles and expanding access to
services.

A Lifelong community incorporates elements into
building construction, housing types, and policies to
allow for residents to age in place in their community,
rather than residents having to find new homes and
communities, as their needs change. Outside of
individual units, having a variety of housing types,
supportive housing, and skilled nursing care ensures
that the residents of South Fulton can remain in the
city on as their needs change.

R LEARN MORE:
City of South Fulton Consolidated Plan

R LEARN MORE:
Lifelong Communities

R LEARN MORE:
Metro Atlanta Housing Strategy

CITY OF SOUTH FULTON
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Building Trust within the Community

Community members play a role in community
development and redevelopment. They can
inform city staff, Mayor, and Council, and
developers about community issues. They can
also offer creative solutions and highlight the
need for community amenities that can benefit
not only the community but the development.

Trust also comes from providing education
about planning issues, and proactively reaching
out to neighborhood leaders to build community
capacity. Investments in neighborhood
leadership will build a strong relationship
between the City of South Fulton and its
community members.

The strategies and projects listed here provide
ways to ensure that development decisions are
transparent and clear.

Provide training and leadership
opportunities for neighborhood leaders.

Building the capacity of neighborhood leaders is
important to ensure that the next generation of leaders
within the City of South Fulton understands the issues,
processes, and vision of South Fulton. Capacity building
also fosters a strongre understanding of city processes,
and foster trust betweeen residents and city officials.

Training of homeowners associations board members
will develop well-managed homeowners associations
within the City of South Fulton and build relationships
between the City of South Fulton and those
associations.

Develop, and actively use, a feedback Loop with
vestdents (Rind of Like this!)
-Public Comment
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Ensure that residents and small/
local developers have easy access
to information about development
proposals, plans, processes, project
statuses.

Providing a portal on the City of South Fulton’'s website
can be an easy and effective way to share information
about local development proposals, and where projects
are occurring within the City of South Fulton, and
where projects may be occurring in neighboring
jurisdictions.

Information on the proposed use of land, the potential
use of incentives, and the timing of the regulatory
review process will allow community members to be
informed and engaged throughout the development
process. The City of South Fulton should also continue
to review its development processes and requirements
to ensure they are accessible to small and local
developers, rather than only larger developers.

An information portal is a one-stop location for
information about development and allows community
members to understand what is happening with the
City of South Fulton easily and quickly without reaching
out to city staff.

CITY OF SOUTH FULTON



Creating an Economic Engine for the South Side

Creating South Fulton as the Economic Engine
for the south side is about supporting the
building blocks of the City of South Fulton’s
economy, by leveraging the existing investments
that community members, business owners,
and employees to build a strong economy and
workforce in the City of South Fulton.

Retain and support long-standing and
emerging small businesses within the
City of South Fulton.

The small business ecosystem within the City of South
Fulton is important to provide the neighborhood
services and amenities that the community members
need. There are existing partnerships and programs
that the City of South Fulton has formed to assist small
businesses, such as parterning with the Atlanta
Aerotropolis Alliance, and creating Main Street
Programs for the Red Oak area and Old National
Highway. The City of South Fulton should work with
existing small business owners to help brand and
market the city and provide space for start-ups.

The City of South Fulton already has a resource center
called CollabSouth. CollabSouth provides business
planning, expansion coaching, counseling, technical
support, affordable office space, and an entrepreneurial
environment for clients. With 90 square miles in the
City of South Fulton, the city should look to expand this
resource into other areas, with the Fulton Industrial
District being be a priority.

Create training and education

opportunities for entrepreneurs.

Another aspect of creating and retaining locally-grown
businesses is ensuring that financial and technical
assistance is available to those who want to start or
expand a business. The City of South Fulton should
provide information and training to entrepreneurs and
develop communication materials for entrepreneurs to
start a business in the City of South Fulton.

31 OUR SOUTH FULTON-COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Leverage low-cost commercial space to

support startups and the arts community.

The City of South Fulton should actively partner with
philanthropic organizations, community partners, and
property owners to leverage underutilized and low-cost
vacant commercial space to support startups and the
local arts community. This form of assistance can
generate rental revenue for owners of vacant
properties, demonstrate the market potential of vacant
buildings along corridors and provide otherwise
inaccessible space to local, emerging and creative

talent.

CITY OF SOUTH FULTON



Develop a Unigue South Fulton

As a city that has seen the majority of its growth
since 2000, there are limited commercial

retail services in Southern Fulton County.

While commercial development is occurring,
community members expressed the need for
more fresh food offerings, restaurants, and
other local retail.

Identify and target local serving retail,
including grocery stores to develop in
walkable nodes within the City of South

Fulton

Ensuring that residents within the City of South Fulton
have easy access to services and fresh food is essential
to create an equitable community. Many respondents in
the Public Meeting and the public engagement website
requested more local serving retail and grocery stores
within the City of South Fulton instead of driving to
other locations.

While the City of South Fulton is limited in building
sites, it can develop incentives to promote walkable
developments that contain grocery stores to reduce the
development risk of those sites. The City of South
Fulton should look to partner with organizations to
develop farmers markets in Red Oak and Old National
Areas and other areas in the city. Creatiing a
Community Agriculture Plan for the city should be
developed to develop a sustainable food system within
the City of South Fulton.

Within City Council District 4, an outline was created to
guide land preservation, agricultural education and
community activation. This outline and the Community
Agriculture Plan can serve as a template for future
citywide agriculture planning.

To build community, a food truck night in various
locations in the city should be explored. This will show
the demand to potential restaurant operators with the
added benefits of having community events.
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Project Example

What is a Community Agriculture Plan?
A Community Agriculture Planis a roadmap for

a community to achieve its vision of creating a
vibrant and sustainable community food system
over the next 5-10 years. A community food
system refers to the place-based relationships
between producers, processors, distributors,
consumers, and postconsumer waste disposal
of food. In contrast to conventional food systems,
a community food system makes these ties
visible and integrates them to enhance the
environmental, economic, social, and nutritional
health of a community and its residents.

Community Agriculture Plans are developed using
a consensus-based and community-led process
that brought together urban growers, residents,
and officials to identify community priorities. It
also identifies strategies to achieve community
food system priorities as well as prioritize
implementation over time. Community Agriculture
Plans are not meant to be a stand-alone document
but is meant to identify ways in which local food
can be integrated into plans and programs.

CITY OF SOUTH FULTON



Develop a Unique South Fulton

Protect existing undeveloped land by

limiting developmentin undeveloped

areas and encouraging redevelopment in Innovative/ Environmentally Consclous - The City

built_up areas. O][SOIA‘CI/I Fulton has two valuable vesources: Land
and trees. Rather than overbuild, let's think of
nnovative ways to matntain our natural bea uty
and place it at the forefront. Start by rebranding
the cﬁtg with this empmsis (L.e. - Greentree,
Magwolia, Dogwood, Greenview) Rather than
endling up with a shortage of greenspace, Let's be
l_nown as the green jewel
-Public Comment

South Fulton that has experienced rapid growth and is
expecting new growth. Encouraging redevelopment will
spur reinvestment within the City of South Fulton in
existing commercial areas and limit new infrastructure
costs. In addition, this will encourage the expansion of
neighborhood services near existing residential
developments.

This will also preserve the rural character in areas of
the city which provides for a variety of housing
densities and opportunities, and limit infrastructure
costs by serving new undeveloped areas.

Old National Highway is a focus area of redevelopment.
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Develop a Strong Community for South Fulton

The experience of place taps into the social and
emotional attachments people have to their
community. Creating safe, inviting, and dynamic
places are important for a city to attract and
retain residents, businesses, and visitors. As a
new city with no distinct places that are “South
Fulton” the city has an opportunity to develop a
community of South Fulton that is separate from
the other cities within Southern Fulton County.

As a large city of almost 100,000 people, the City
of South Fulton has a great opportunity to cre-
ate a unique sense of place driven by unrealized
community goals.

Identify and expand park space within
the City of South Fulton to ensure that all
residents are within 10 minutes of a park.

Currently, the City of South Fulton has 10 parks and
recreation facilities, excluding Wolf Creek Amphitheater
and the Tom Lowe Shooting Grounds. As of the Fall of
2021, the City of South Fulton is finalizing and Parks
and Recreation Master Plan to help guide investments
and programming. Building a more complete network
of trails, parks and other green infrastructure will

enhance the quality of life for all neighborhoods. This is

essential to improving health inequities within the City
of South Fulton and advancing environmental justice.

Currently, there are protected greenspaces located
within the City of South Fulton. Identifying a long-term
management plan for those areas would expand
recreation and greenspace opportunities within the City
of South Fulton.

34 OUR SOUTH FULTON-COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Celebrate and strengthen the City of
South Fulton’s vibrant artist community.

One element often found in successful places in the
Atlanta region is public art. Done well and
collaboratively, public art reflects the heart of a
community and is a way to unify people around a
shared vision.

Public art becomes part of a community’s identity and
an expression of that identity to the rest of the world.
The City of South Fulton should seek to partner with
arts organizations within Southern Fulton County to
partner in creating quality, vibrant places throughout
the city. This could be done by developing guidelines for
public art and incorporating public art into city projects
to encouage the City of South Fulton’s art and culture.

[ would Likee to see wore outdoor recreation
opportunities in this commum’cg l.e. Beltline or
bllee/ikee tratl
“Public Comment
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Improve Access to Transportation and Broadband

As with all places, transportation and broadband
access directly impacts resident’s quality of

life in the City of South Fulton. Reliable, safe
transportation to employment provides for
strong, resilient workers, and having access

to quality high-speed broadband allows for
residents and businesses to prosper in the 21st
century.

The Strategies listed here will ensure that
all residents and community members have
appropriate infrastructure.

Identify needs and improve local
infrastructure to enhance pedestrian and
bicycle access and safety.

As a city transitioning from a rural/suburban
development pattern to more of a suburban
development pattern, ensuring that the pedestrian and
bicycling infrastructure meets the needs of the
community is important. Many roads and streets in the
Clty of South Fulton do not have sidewalks or safe
bicycling routes, and areas that contain sidewalks are

located in sporadic locations within new residential
developments or along major roadways. Identifying
needs and standards for new projects and develop a
program to implement sidewalks throughout the city
will enhance pedestrian and bicycle safety.

This will be a long-term project as the City of South
Fulton is over 90 square miles and has over 208 miles
of major roads (not including local streets and roads).

Work with partners to improve the
Broadband service and speeds

throughout the City of South Fulton.

The digital divide became a key issue in 2020. As students
and workers transitioned to be at home, having reliable
broadband service became even more important to ensure
that workers, residents, and students could communicate
with their colleagues, families, and teachers. While most
areas of the City of South Fulton have broadband service,
access is limited in the more rural parts of the city. Ensuring
quality and affordable service is important to the city’s

commitment to social and economic equity

In 2020, The City of South Fulton and ARC completed a Pedestrian Study on Washington Road
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Improve Access to Transportation and Broadband

Partner with MARTA to improve
connections to the regional transit

network.

MARTA is the transit service provider in the City of South
Fulton. While there is transit in the City of South Fulton,
itis limited to the more eastern side of the city or along
Roosevelt Highway. or Old National Highway. Areas in the
western part of the City of South Fulton have no transit
services.

This also impacts the Marta Mobility service. MARTA
Mobility is a service that provides ADA Complementary
Paratransit Service to anyone unable to ride or disembark
from our regular MARTA transit service. However, MARTA
Mobility is restricted to provide service only within % of a
mile to existing MARTA service, therefore paratransit service
is also limited within the City of South Fulton, and it limits
the opportunity for persons who have limited mobility to
access transit
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Environmental Justice Policies

Environmental Justice means the fair treatment of all
people regardless of race, color, national origin, or
income with respect to the development, implementation,
and enforcement of environmental laws and policies and
their meaningful involvement in the decision-making
process of the government.

-U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPAJ definition

The City of South Fulton has been committed to
Environmental Justice and maintaining a high quality of
life for residents since its incorporation in 2017. Still,
continued planning efforts are needed to ensure that
waste, pollution, and environmentally adverse uses are
handled with sensitivity. An environmental justice
assessment is needed to evaluate the prevalence and
the impact of brownfields, grey fields, and
environmentally adverse uses like landfills. The study
would then create recommendations on additional
policies and procedures to reduce the impact of
environmentally adverse uses on the community.

Additional research is also needed on water quality and
waste management including an assessment of

infrastructure updates needed to support future growth.

An environmental justice study can also identify the
best location for future treatment plants and landfills
so they have the least impact on the community, and
keep even the minority and low-income residents
informed and protected.
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A holistic environmental justice strategy should include:
e Decision making based on research to understand the
demographics and needs of community members
[age, income level, employment statistics, level of

education, incidences of chronic illnesses and other
health indicators, travel modes, and housing
condition

e An understanding of community culture

e An understanding of critical race theory and how
historical events and policies affect conditions today

e Location and accessibility of healthy food, grocery
stores, and farmer’'s markets

e The implementation of public engagement programs
and policies that educate community members on
planning and environmental justice topics so they
can fully participate in the planning process

e Candid benefit vs. burden analysis to assess
disproportionate impacts to minority and low-
income residents.

CITY OF SOUTH FULTON



Implementation Actions to Build an Equitable South
Fulton

Promote homeownership opportunities with city resources
Explore exemptions for property tax for certain residents.

Develop Farmers Markets in Red Oak and Old National Areas or within Community Parks

O

O

O

O Create a Community Agriculture Plan

O Participate in the Georgia Initiative in Community Housing
O Develop business incubator space

O

Implement and coordinate the Parks and Recreation Master Plan with the Comprehensive
Plan

O Incorporate public artinto projects and the new Town Center
O Partner with organizations to promote arts and placemaking.
O Create a brownfield/greyfield program

O Develop a City Housing Strategy

O Create a housing inventory

O Develop a Pedestrian Safety Plan and Street Standards including Complete Streets
Standards

O Develop a creative bus shelter program for major transit routes

O Continue South Fulton University and examine ways to incorporate the Comprehensive

Planinto the curriculum

O Develop a Community Engagement Playbook that standardizes Community Engagement

for Plans and Projects
O Develop anonline development projects map.

O Create an South Fulton Environmental Justice Plan

41 OUR SOUTH FULTON-COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CITY OF SOUTH FULTON



/ A

| Making South Fulton a
Great Place

~O
o
L
—
o
<
L
o




Making South Fulton a Great Place

Managing development and the future land use map is
what most people think the role of a Comprehensive
Plan is. While that is a core component, the strategies
within the comprehensive plan shape and attract the
development.

Having access to services, recreation, and opportunity
make a great community. With the large size of the City
of South Fulton, ensuring that all residents have access
to services and recreation within a 15-minute drive is
an overall strategy of making South Fulton a great
place.

The concept of a 15 minute city within the City of South
Fulton means that residents have access to services
within 15 minutes by car. Within mixed use
developments that residents should have access to
services within 5 minutes by walking or biking. This
promotes shorter trips to services and alternatives to
driving. This is done by doing long-range planning and
visioning and using those plans as a work program to
implement.

Ensuring that these places are designed for and with
people versus for cars will make great livable places
within South Fulton and position the City of South
Fulton as a great, vibrant, place within Southern Fulton
County.

A tool for implementation is the City's Future
Development Map. The City of South Fulton is divided
into Character Areas. Each Character Area provides
recommended land uses, zoning, and density. The
Future Development Map is not a zoning map but it is

referred during the rezoning process to ensure that the
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proposed rezoning is consistent with the community
vision expressed within the Future Development Map.

The Future Development Map expresses the City of
South Fulton’s vision of where growth should occur and
where growth should be limited. It identifies priorities
within the City of South Fulton for growth and
redevelopment within centers, and it gives residents
and developers an understanding of if a development
type is appropriate within areas of the city.

Observations and Overview

Development in the City of South Fulton has mostly
been residential. Before the annexation of the Fulton
Industrial District in July 2021, the City of South
Fulton’s land use was 84% residential or agricultural
land use. With almost half the housing built in the City
of South Fulton since 2000, the infrastructure and
supporting services, such as healthcare and
neighborhood retail is a need that the community
desired.

While development in appropriate areas is encouraged,
there are natural and agricultural areas that the City of
South Fulton is seeking to preserve. The City of South
Fulton is unique in metro Atlanta in that it was a
variety of densities for residents.

A key concern from residents was quality development
standards. QOverlays, design guidelines, and small area
plans are tools that can assist the city staff, elected
officials, community members, and developers to
understand what the vision is for certain areas within

CITY OF SOUTH FULTON



the city, and to ensure consitent quality development.
This Comprehensive Plan guides future actions, and as
new small area plans are developed by the City of
South Fulton, those plans should be incorporated within
the Comprehensive Plan.

Neighboring cities impact development and the quality
of life within the City of South Fulton. Many comments
received during the planning process were regarding
the development of warehouses in Southern Fulton
County, especially along South Fulton Parkway.
According to data analysis by the ARC, from 2015-2020,
approximately 35 million square feet of industrial space,
was built, is currently under construction, or is
proposed in the cities of East Point, College Park,
Fairburn, Palmetto, South Fulton, and Union City.

Most of the industrial projects permitted within the City
of South Fulton were permitted before the City of South
Fulton was established. While the industrial growth is
visible along South Fulton Parkway, it is also occurring
near US 29 in Palmetto, near the Fairburn Railyard and
near Oakley Industrial Boulevard.

The changing nature of commerce flows in the United

States and the location of the Atlanta metro makes this

44 OUR SOUTH FULTON-COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

area attractive to warehouse development. While the
City of South Fulton has limited remedies for other
jurisdiction’s actions, proactive coordination at the city
staff level should be encouraged to ensure any
mitigation measures can be incorporated within the
project.

With the annexation of the Fulton Industrial District,
working with the Fulton Industrial Community
Improvement District is another area of coordination.
Updating the Fulton Industrial Study, with design

guidelines, and community development strategies will
further integrate the district into the City of South
Fulton.

CITY OF SOUTH FULTON



Ensure Stable Housing for All

Homes are the foundation for a community.
Homes are where families are raised, memories
are made, and where connections are made
with neighbors. Housing and neighborhoods
shape the City of South Fulton’s identity. Having
attractive housing options attract and retains
residents and contribute to the pride of a city.

The Strategies listed here will ensure that
housing is available for all residents.

In appropriate areas, encourage and allow
a broad range of housing typologies for all

residents.

While there are many great subdivisions within the City
of South Fulton, there is an opportunity to allow a
variety of housing types in Regional, Village and
Community Live-Work areas. This could include
“Missing Middle’ Housing types. Missing Middle Housing
is range of house-scale buildings with multiple units—
compatible in scale and form with detached single-
family homes—located in a walkable neighborhood. The
recently completed Campbellton Community Master

Plan identified housing types and styles that could be
implemented in other Community Live Work Areas. As
other small area master plans are developed,
incorporating new housing types in those plans will
promote new housing types that are supported by the
community.

Encourage and support a high standard of
property maintenance.

Ensuring a high standard of property maintenance
promotes quality housing and a strong sense of
community. While proactive Code Enforcement is
essential, providing resources, training, and support is
also essential. Developing a community tool bank, that
rents or provides equipment for homeowners and
business and provide homeowner education as a
resource could be a future project that the City of
South Fulton undertakes.

Develop programs for property) lmprovements for
Low-Lncome restoents
-Public Comment

A duplex like this, fits within a neighborhood. This would be appropriate within certian areas of the city.
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Building Trust within the Community

Decisions about the built environment impacts
everyone and many people feel like plans
happen to them, versus plans are for them.
Having an understanding of the issues facing
Southern Fulton County and the City of South
Fulton allows community members, staff, and
elected officials to best voice concerns.

Build capacity about planning and
development issues facing Southern
Fulton County on the Planning

Commission and other local boards.

Planning challenges have gotten increasingly complex
in recent years. Smart Cities, Missing Middle, Complete
Streets, Green Infrastructure, and Community Benefits
Agreements are all planning terms and concepts that
are being used more and more that can be complex to
implement in a community. Building capacity of staff,
elected officials, and board and commission members
will allow those groups to work better together.

Ensure that Local volces ave heard in the
development/vedevelopment decisions for thelr area.
-Public Comment
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Creating an Economic Engine for the South Side

Economic Development is one of the main Create a targeted campaign for younger
comments received by the community. The
implementation of all of the plan’s strategies workers and employers to attract them to

will lead to increased economic development. the City of South Fulton.
While South Fulton is a relatively young city compared
to other cities in Metro Atlanta, attracting workers,
South Fulton innovators, and artists to the areas within the city that
are appropriate for their business, and residence will
attract and increase the vibrancy of the City of South
Fulton. With the City of South Fulton’s strong African
American Heritage, aligning this marketing to highlight

Market opportunities for investment in

Marketing areas of investment within the City of South
Fulton and aligning the zoning to visions will attract
investment. Also, actively engaging the leasing agents . _
: L . resources and opportunities for young Black creatives
for commercial property within the City of South Fulton o . i
L - will increase the vibrancy of the city.
on the city’s plan and visions for areas to allow those
agents to become ambassadors for the city so they can
attract the right tenants to these areas. kLEARN MORE:

_ _ City of South Fulton Economic Strategy
The City of South Fulton has a variety of tools for
development, including Tax Allocation Districts, (TADs).
Providing information about where these areas are,
resources available can assist in business and

development recruitment.

Find a specific tdentity...orand for the City
to encourage diverse economic and Lifestyle
businesses. what makes the City a destination?
What natural resources can we loentify as specific
to the City? What s unique about doing business
n the City?
-Public Comument
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Develop a Unigue South Fulton

Developing a Unique South Fulton is about
creating the building physical form of the city,
that meets the needs of current and existing
residents and businesses. Making quality
places does not happen by happenstance, but by
consistent implementation. The implementation
has a lasting benefit on the quality of life for

the City of South Fulton and makes it unique in
Southern Fulton County.

Ensure that the City of South Fulton’s
development codes focuses on the
creation of quality corridors throughout
the city that reflects the planned
character of the area.

The city’s policies and development codes have a
profound impact on the development of quality places
within the City of South Fulton. This includes the
development of overlays and design guidelines that are
grounded in a community-based vision. The City of
South Fulton is currently working on creating new
zoning overlays and revising existing ones.

Ensure that development protects the

existing tree canopy

Trees provide numerous environmental benefits to the
community. Trees prevent or reduce flooding. Trees also
provide shade and beauty in the city and the City of
South Fulton has a tree ordinance that promotes the
tree canopy. Incorporating new trees in existing
subdivisions, parking lots and commercial developments
as well as preserving existing trees as feasible in new
developments will ensure that the existing tree canopy
is maintained and improved.
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Promote and incentivize potential
redevelopment sites within the City
of South Fulton to become mixed-use
walkable developments.

The City of South Fulton has identified nine economic
development focus areas that are planned for
development, redevelopment, and/or revitalization.

Each of these areas has small areas plans or is
planned to have a small area plan shortly. Developing
incentives for proposed developments that promote the
visions identified in the small area plans will increase
the likelihood that the development meets the
community vision

Promote a mix of institutional,
entertainment, residential, and retail

along the Old National Corridor.

Three of the economic development focus areas are
along Old National Highway. Attracting a mixture of
uses along the corridor that are developed in a
walkable integrated manner will change the character
of the corridor. While the corridor is auto-oriented,
redeveloping the corridor with a walkable mixture of
uses along the corridor will help create an increased
level of activity which will lead to greater energy and
activity.

Designate an entertalnment district with high-rise,
Loft andl other non-traditional housing options for
Creatives.

-Public Comment

CITY OF SOUTH FULTON



Develop a Strong Community for South Fulton

Creating quality places, create well-maintained
neighborhoods promote which leads to
increased property values and neighborhood
stability. Vibrant commercial districts promote
foot traffic and encourage increased shopping

as people want to spend more time in the space.

Entrepreneurs and artists thrive in dynamic
places where energy and creativity promote
interaction and the exchange of ideas. In places
that integrate nature and recreation into the
fabric, the space supports active, healthy
living. And places that are more walkable and
accessible are safer and more welcoming for
people of all ages and abilities.

Identify and celebrate the neighborhoods
of the City of South Fulton

Successful neighborhoods have a unified unique vision.
Success happens when that identity is celebrated and
promoted and installing a sense of pride. Because of
South Fulton’s unique boundaries and creation, many
community members do not know what part of
Southern Fulton County is within the City of South
Fulton or neighboring cities. This leads to confusion
about responsibility for decisions within the community
and who to contact about issues facing the community.

Developing a sense of community at the neighborhood
level within the City of South Fulton will lead to a
sense of pride and ownership at the city level.

Investing and promoting the historic resources within

the City of South Fulton will celebrate and promote

neighborhoods within the city. The city’'s Historic &

Cultural Landmarks Commission [HCLC] is dedicated

to:

e identifying, preserving, and revitalizing the City’'s
historic districts and landmarks:;

fostering civic pride in the past;

for the enrichment of the community;

encouraging preservation of historic integrity in land
use and development planning; and
providing citizenry education to encourage

preservation.
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promoting the use of historic districts and landmarks

Develop Old National Corridor into a
unique place in the region to draw both
residents and visitors with investments
in the public space, and marketing

strategies.

Throughout this process, participants expressed a
desire for quality places, to shop, dine, and for
entertainment that is developed for them.

The Old National Corridor represents an opportunity to
create a place that is inviting, vibrant, and integrated
with the surrounding neighborhoods to promote
reinvestment in that area in the City of South Fulton.

The City of South Fulton is starting a planning process
to start process of updating the Old National Livable
Centers Initiative (LCI) study. The LCI will provide a
vision for the corridor that determines the best mix of
uses, and strategies for partnership with community
organizations. The outcome of the LCI study will be a
both long-term and short-term projects that will make
the Old National Corridor a signature street in the City
of South Fulton.

old Nattonal should be the downtowin/
entertatnment/Live worle pL% district,
-Public Comment
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Improve Access to Transportation and Broadband

Quality places need great infrastructure to
support them. Good designed trails, roads,
streets, sidewalks, bike lanes and streetscapes,
illustrate that this is a great place. When the
transportation network functions, it provides
mobility options for all community members,
and a well intergrated network provides
connections to places and oppertunity.

Continue to build out trails and partner
with neighboring local governments to

develop a trail network within Southern
Fulton County.

Trails are becoming a must-have community amenity in
the Atlanta region that provides a sense of community,
recreation, and mobility. There has been a variety of
plans that have proposed trail segments within the City
of South Fulton and Southern Fulton County. A true
network requires working with neighboring jurisdictions
to develop trails that connect residents with
destinations.

Trails can be funded, locally, with assistance from ARC,
and potentially by the development community as new
developments or redevelopment occur.

Project Example

South Fulton Model Mile

Work to create a Capital Improvement

Plan and dedicated funding sources.

Understanding all the capital needs, funding sources,
and schedules for capital projects in an accessible easy
to understand format allows community members to
understand what projects are occurring within their
community. ldentifying funding sources and what
projects best align with those sources will assist in
developing projects and schedules.

Many respondents discussed the need to develop
impact fees in the City of South Fulton. Impact fees are
one tool to fund infrastructure needs for new
development. However, it requires more analysis to
determine the existing levels of service, a discussion of
what activities could be funded through Impact fees
and new rates.

we need to develop a river walk with parks, dining,
and entertalnment - similar to the viver walk tn
Columbus, GA and Chattanooga, TN
-Public Comment

kEARN MORE: About the city’s implementation of Trails

The South Fulton Model Mile trail project was a feasibility study conducted by the City of South Fulton and the
Atlanta Aerotropolis Alliance. This project looked at developing a trail segment from the Shops at Camp Creek,
connecting the Wolf Creek Amphitheater, to Enon Road. It developed trail standards and concepts that can be
applied to other trails being planned in the City of South Fulton.
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Roads and Streets

The City of South Fulton has an extensive roadway
system, connecting to a number of major regional
interstate arterials. This roadway system is comprised
of interstate arterial, arterials, and collectors. Interstate
Arterials are designed as major interstates, such as
[-20, 1-285, and 1-85.

Arterials are defined as streets that interconnect and
complement the interstate arterial system and/or serve
trips of moderate length, often providing service

between urban areas and small geographic areas.

There are approximately 96 miles of arterials.
Collectors link the arterial system to the trip origins
and destinations. This connection allows for a steady
traffic flow and circulation. There are 561 lane miles of
functional roads in the City of South Fulton.

The chart below and the map on the following page
provide information about the road types for plan review

Name Classification Road Type
Bakers Ferry Rd Collector Street Local
Cedar Grove Rd Collector Street Local
Cochran Mill Rd Collector Street Local
Koweta Rd Collector Street Local
New Hope Rd Collector Street Local
[-20 Interstate Arterial State
[-285 Interstate Arterial State
[-285/1-85 Interstate Arterial State
[-85 Interstate Arterial State
Rivertown Rd Major Collector Local
Bethsaida Rd Minor Arterial Local
Buffington Rd Minor Arterial Local
Butner Rd Minor Arterial Local
Campbellton Fairburn Rd Minor Arterial State
Campbellton Rd Minor Arterial State
Cascade Palmetto Hwy Minor Arterial State
Cascade Rd Minor Arterial State
Fairburn Rd Minor Arterial Local
Fayetteville Rd Minor Arterial Local
Flat Shoals Rd Minor Arterial Local
Fulton Industrial Blvd Minor Arterial State
Old Fairburn Rd Minor Arterial Local
Old National Hwy Minor Arterial State
Ridge Rd Minor Arterial Local
Roosevelt Hwy Minor Arterial State
Stonewall Tell Rd Minor Arterial Local
Spence Rd Minor Arterial Local
Union Rd Minor Arterial Local
Washington Rd Minor Arterial Local
Welcome All Rd Minor Arterial Local
Wilkerson Mill Rd Minor Collector Local
Camp Creek Pkwy Principal Arterial State
Jonesboro Rd Principal Arterial State
South Fulton Pkwy Principal Arterial State
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Implementation Actions to Make South Fulton a Great
Place

O Developalogo for City Street signs or sign toppers that reflect neighborhoods and places

O Examine Zoning Code for new housing types and styles

O Host 2-3 business networking events each year with at least one focuses on under 35 workers

O Develop acommercial property inventory

O Participate and complete the Georgia Main Street Start-Up Program

O Partner with organizations to promote South Fulton

O DevelopanImpact Fee Program

O Implement the model mile trail plan and identify trails opportunities in future development

O Develop training on planning issues for boards and committees

O Develop a marketing site to promote economic development sites.

O Create overlays for key areas within the city including major corridors.

O Update zoning code to allow for conservation subdivisions,

O Complete small area plans at activity nodes, including the Fulton Industrial Area.

O Limit newindustrial zones to existing areas

O Develop a specific Distribution Center zoning category

O Develop Industrial Development Design Guidelines

O Continue to monitor neighboring jurisdictions land use plans and seek ways to work together

O Develop aGrown in South Fulton Label

O DevelopaFacade Improvement Program

O Introduce lessons on water system and protection acts at South Fulton University

O Research best practices in environmental conservations strategies and propose new ordinances and policies as needed.

O Create acity campaign against littering and promoting environmental awareness

O AddaHistoric and Cultural Resources layer to the City’s GIS database

O Evaluate Transportation needs in the 9 Economic Development nodes
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Future Land Use

As a first step in creating an appropriate development
atmosphere, the City of South Fulton has developed
“Character Areas.” These “Character Areas” are
intended to ensure compatible and unified development
within specified areas of the city.

As described over the next few pages, these Character South Fulton L gmwﬁwg qu&t@ {ast. We need

Areas define the overall land use characteristics in to encure that devetopmewt e Lntentional and
generalized areas of the city, such as density and destoned well.

land-use zoning. A matrix of projects that could be Public Conument
implemented in each character is located at the end of
the section.

The Future Land Use Map on the next page guides
where each character area is located within the City of
South Fulton. Future zoning and development decisions
will use the guidance in each character area to
determine the appropriateness of the development.

As the City of South Fulton updates its zoning ordiance,
this reccomendations in the plan should be revised.
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https://garc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/interactivelegend/index.html?appid=90fd12017ad64b72b8f60f1f73f1241c

Agricultural Neighborhood

In the City of South Fulton, the Agricultural
Neighborhood Character Area preserves its natural
features and bucolic qualities by limiting land
disturbances and utilizing conservation development.

The Agricultural Neighborhood Character Area
represents the rural land in the City of South Fulton
that is defined by agricultural uses and very low-density
residential. This area is bounded to the west by the
Chattahoochee River, to the south by the city of
Chattahoochee Hills, and the east by Cascade-Palmetto
Highway. This character area is further defined by the
Cedar Grove Agricultural Overlay District. These areas
could also be used as future park space within the City
of South Fulton.

This area of South Fulton is the furthest from the
urbanized area, with property ownership characterized
by large acreages. The Agricultural Neighborhood area
is also currently without sewer connectivity, which
prevents large-scale development from moving into the

area. The residential character of the area is defined by
single-family homes located on individual lots along
existing streets. Estate conservation subdivisions are
appropriate.

Commercial uses in the Agricultural Neighborhood area
consist of largely open land-intensive farming practices
that are consistent with its character. The active
agricultural uses include horse farms, timber farms,
and open pasture. The development of civic uses such
as schools and places of worship is appropriate in the
Agricultural Neighborhood Character Area provided the
necessary public infrastructure is available and in

lace. -
Peee Gross Density

A 1 Unit or Less per acre

Zoning
AG-1,R-1,R-2,CUP, SH
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Rural Neighborhood

The Rural Neighborhood Character Area intends to development. Low to medium residential development

preserve the primarily rural residential character of City ~ that maintains the rural character in scale and design

of South Fulton. This area represents a transition is appropriate.

between the Agricultural and Suburban Neighborhood

Character Areas. Other types of development allowed in the Rural
Neighborhood include civic uses such as schools,

This along with the Suburban Neighborhood Character places of worship, community centers, and facilities

Area is the majority of character areas in the City of existing streets.

South Fulton. This character area includes the
community of Cedar Grove and portions of Cliftondale.

Gross Density
1-2 Units or Less per acre

The Rural Neighborhood Character area is
characterized by low to medium density residential
houses, with established single-family homes on large
lots and newer traditional style subdivisions with larger
lots. Estate conservation subdivisions are appropriate. Zoning
Public infrastructure is available, but service may not

be extended to all properties. R-ZA, CUP, NUP, SH

This Character Area intends to protect the existing

natural features by conservation subdivision
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Suburban Neighborhood

The Suburban Neighborhood Character Area intends to
provide a wide diversity of housing types and
affordability in the City of South Fulton while preserving

the surrounding natural, agricultural, and rural areas. Gross Density

The area is further subdivided into two levels, Suburban

| and Suburban I, which represent a transitional Suburan/|

density from the less intense uses near rural areas to -

the more intensive suburban uses that are older and Up to 3 UnltS per acre
have a higher density. Suburbanll

The Suburban Neighborhoods are located closest to Upto 8 Units per acre
urbanized areas and are comprised of medium-density

residential housing. Included in this area are the

communities of Sandtown, Cascade, Old National, and Zoning

portions of Cliftondale. Public infrastructure is

available. This Character Area has the highest Suburban|

percentage of existing developed land. R_3'R_3A'R_4A' CUP' NUP' SH

Other types of development allowed in Suburban

Neighborhood include civic uses such as schools,

places of worship, community centers, and facilities. Suburbanll

Within the Suburban Il Neighborhood, Character mixed-  R-3,R-3A,R-4, R-4A, R-5.R-5A,TR,

use developments may be allowed to encourage

redevelopment of older areas. | MIX! NUP
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Village Live-Work
Gross Density

The Village Live-Work Character Area is to provide a
balanced mix of commercial, office, and residential A Residential
uses at intersections and along corridors within rural i

South Fulton. The designated areas are along UP to 6 units per acre
crossroads of major roads in the Rural Neighborhood

or Agricultural Neighborhood Character Areas. A mix of

uses is allowed within this area. The Village Live-Work Commercial

Character Area is on the size and scale of South

Fulton’s historic communities, including the historic Up to 11,000 square feet
community of Campbellton. per tenant

Within the Village-Live Work Character Areas, vertical

and horizontal mixing of uses is appropriate, including .
medium density residential housing, small scale Zonlng
commercial services such as banks, drug stores, and MlX
small multi-tenant shopping centers. Structures within

the local designation can also be repurposed as office,

commercial spaces or single and multi-family housing.

[ [ —

The Campbellton Crossroads Plan provides reccomendations for future styles that are applicalble to other Village Live-Work Areas
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Community Live-Work

The Community Live-Work Character Area provides Gross DenSIty
opportunities within the City of South Fulton to provide A Residential

areas of mixed uses bto provide services within the

Suburban Charecter Area. Located at major Up to 12 units per acre
intersections, these areas are the focus areas for small
area plans.

Commercial

Within the Community Live Work Character Areas,

vertical and horizontal mixing of uses is appropriate, Up to 40,000 square feet
vvhich includes medium and high-density residential pertenant

housing such as duplexes, and townhomes.

Commercial services such as banks, drug stores,

offices, and multi-tenant shopping centers are also .
appropriate types of development. Structures within the Zonlng
Community Live Work designation can also be - - -
repurposed as office, commercial spaces, or single and MIX' C 1' C 2' 0 I' SH
multi-family housing.
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Regional Live-Work

The Regional Live-Work Character Area provides a Gross DenSIty
balanced mix of uses along Old National Highway, and A Residential

other key areas within the City of South Fulton. The i
Regional Live Work Character Areas contain the areas UP to 20 units per acre
of highest density within the City of South Fulton.

Within the Regional Live-Work Character Areas, vertical Commercial
and horizontal mixed-use is appropriate and is strongly
encouraged. This includes high-density housing Up to 100,000 square feet

options, Commercial shopping that is developed in a pertenant

walkable nature is encouraged. Office uses are also
encouraged.

Within these areas, the City of South Fulton will Zonlng

develop small area plans to further guide development MlX, C-1 y C-Z, O-I, SH
that establishes recommendations for the character

and vision for each Regional Live-Work Character Area.
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Commercial Center

The Commercial Center Character Area provides DenSIty
opportunities for commercial development in areas that A Residential
should not contain residential uses which would be

recommended in the Live-Work Character areas. The Not Allowed
Commercial Center Character Area is designed to be

used as a buffer between residential and industrial

uses. These areas should also provide neighborhood

services such as health care, banks, and small

shopping centers, including grocery stores.

New developments within the Commercial Center

Character Area should be designed in a walkable

nature with shared parking, and streetscapes, with .
multi-modal transportation options. Zonlng

C-1,C-2, 0-l
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Industrial Zone

The purpose of the Industrial Zone Character Area is to DenSIty
preserve the integrity of industrial areas in the City of A Residential
South Fulton and the impact on surrounding

neighborhoods. These areas have the highest intensity Not Allowed
of industrial uses which require the most stringent

regulations and site control. Most industrial uses

require large, landscaped buffers, and separation from .

incompatible uses. New Industrial development should Zonlng

have high-quality design standards to enhance the area - - -

and lessen the impact of the development. 0 I' M 1' M-2

Industrial parks and stand-alone industrial
developments, and supportive commercial services are
the typical types of development allowed in the
Industrial Zone Character Area. The uses can include
wholesale trade distribution centers, manufacturing,
and large-scale distribution centers. Maintaining the
integrity of industrial areas is important to the City of
South Fulton while balancing the impact on surrounding
uses.
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Quarry Impact Area Overlay

The current City of South Fulton Zoning Code states
that no portion of a proposed residentially zoned or
used property shall be located within a 12 mile radius
of the property line of an existing active quarry. A
variance is required for any proposed residential zoning
within the 172 mile radius.

The 172 mile radius has been overlaid on the Future
Development Map for the active quarry on Buffington
Road. Within the 12 radius area large sections have
been developed and/or suggested for residential use by
past and current Land Use Plan Maps and policies. In
order to stabilize the existing residential neighborhoods
within the 12 mile radius, residential development
consistent with the suggestion of the Plan Map is
encouraged with an approved variance to provided plans
for new residential construction meet the following
guidelines:
e Within 4 mile of an active quarry no new residential
development is appropriate.

e Between " to 2 mile of an active quarry: no new
residential development is appropriate without
documented scientific data that clearly indicates
that there will be no negative impacts on residential
properties from quarry blasting and digging
operations.

e Between % miles and 12 miles of an active quarry:
residential construction plans are to required to
mitigate any anticipated negative impacts from
quarry blasting and digging operations and be
certified by a certified structural engineer.
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Community Work Program

The purpose of the community work program is to
outline actionable steps the city can take to implement
the comprehensive plan. The goals and projects

identified in the section, Building an Equitable South

Fulton and Making South Fulton a Great Place, and
other city initiatives are listed in with a proposed

implemenation schedule and estimated costs

Project 2022 | 2023 | 2024 | 2025 | 2026 | Responsible Party | Estimated Cost
Develop a logo for City X X Public Works $5,000 and Annual
Street signs or sign Maintainence
toppers Local Funds
Examine Zoning Code for X X X CDRA Staff Time
new housing types and

styles

Host 2-3 business X X X Economic Staff Time
networking events each Development

year with at least one

focuses on under 35

workers

Develop a commercial X CDRA and Economic | Staff Time
property inventory Development

Participate and complete X X X Economic Staff Time
the Georgia Main Street Development

Start-Up Program

Partner with X X X X Economic Staff Time
organizations to promote Development

South Fulton

Develop an Impact Fee X X CDRA $100,000
Program Local Funds
Implement the X Public Works and $5 million
model mile trail plan CDRA Local Funds
and identify trails TSPLOST
opportunities in future ARC-TAP
development

Develop training on X X CDRA Staff Time
planning issues for

boards and committees

Develop a marketing site X Economic Staff Time

to promote economic Development

development sites.

Create overlays for key X X X X X | CDRA $100,000 Local Funds
areas within the city and ARC
including major corridors.
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Project 2022 | 2023 | 2024 | 2025 | 2026 | Responsible Party | Estimated Cost
Update zoning code to X CDRA Staff Time
allow for conservation

subdivisions,

Complete small area X X X X X CDRA $175,000 per area
plans at activity nodes, Local Funds and ARC
including the Fulton

Industrial Area.

Limit new industrial X X X X X CDRA Staff Time
zones to existing areas

Develop a specific X X CDRA Staff Time
Distribution Center

zoning category

Develop Industrial X CDRA $75,000
Development Design Local Funds
Guidelines

Continue to monitor X X X X X CDRA Staff Time
neighboring jurisdictions

land use plans and seek

ways to work together

Develop a Grown in South X CDRA and Economic | Staff Time
Fulton Label Development

Develop a Facade X X CDRA Staff Time
Improvement Program

Promote homeownership X X X X CDRA Staff Time
opportunities with city

resources

Explore exemptions for X X City Manager Staff Time
property tax for certain

residents.

Develop a City of South X Public Works $500,000

Fulton Transportation
Plan
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Project

2022

2023

2024

2025

2026

Responsible Party

Estimated Cost

Develop Farmers Markets
in Red Oak and Old
National Areas or within
Community Parks

CDRA and Economic
Development

Staff Time

Create a Community
Agriculture Plan

CDRA

$50,000
Local Funds & Grants

Participate in the Georgia
Initiative in Community
Housing

CDRA

Staff Time

Develop business
incubator space

Economic
Development

Staff Time

Complete an updated
Historic resources Survey
specific to South Fulton

CDRA

Staff Time

Add a Historic and
Cultural Resources layer
to the City’s GIS database

CDRA

Staff Time

Collect photos and stories
to save in archives for
future generations

CDRA

Staff Time

Implement and
coordinate the Parks and
Recreation Master Plan
with the Comprehensive
Plan

CDRA

Staff Time

Incorporate public art
into projects and the new
Town Center

CDRA and Economic
Development

Staff Time

Partner with
organizations to promote
arts and placemaking.

CDRA

Staff Time

Create a brownfield/
greyfield program

CDRA

Staff Time
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Project 2022 | 2023 | 2024 | 2025 | 2026 | Responsible Party | Estimated Cost

Develop a City Housing X X CDRA $200,000,

Strategy Local Funds and ARC
Create a housing X X CDRA Staff Time

inventory

Develop a Pedestrian X X CDRA $150,000

Safety Plan and Street Local and ARC

Standards including
Complete Streets

Standards

Develop a creative bus X X CDRA and Public $10,000 per shelter
shelter program for Works Local Funds

major transit routes

Continue South Fulton X X X X X |CDRA Staff Time

University and examine
ways to incorporate the
Comprehensive Plan into
the curriculum

Develop a Community X X CDRA Staff Time
Engagement Playbook
that standardizes
Community Engagement
for Plans and Projects

Develop an online X CDRA and GIS $12,000
development projects Local Funds
map.

Conduct an X CDRA Staff Time

environmental
assessment study to
locate environmentally
adverse items in the
community and develop
mitigation strategies.

Create a city campaign X CDRA Staff Time
against littering and
promoting environmental
awareness

Introduce lessons X CDRA Staff Time
on water system and
rotection acts at South
ulton University and
consider presentations at
council work sessions to
promote awareness.

Research best practices X X X CDRA Staff Time
in environmental
conservations strategies
and propose new
ordinances and policies
as needed.
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Prepared by Esri

Population Summary
2000 Total Population
2010 Total Population
2021 Total Population
2021 Group Quarters
2026 Total Population
2021-2026 Annual Rate
2021 Total Daytime Population
Workers
Residents
Household Summary
2000 Households
2000 Average Household Size
2010 Households
2010 Average Household Size
2021 Households
2021 Average Household Size
2026 Households
2026 Average Household Size
2021-2026 Annual Rate
2010 Families
2010 Average Family Size
2021 Families
2021 Average Family Size
2026 Families
2026 Average Family Size
2021-2026 Annual Rate
Housing Unit Summary
2000 Housing Units
Owner Occupied Housing Units
Renter Occupied Housing Units
Vacant Housing Units
2010 Housing Units
Owner Occupied Housing Units
Renter Occupied Housing Units
Vacant Housing Units
2021 Housing Units
Owner Occupied Housing Units
Renter Occupied Housing Units
Vacant Housing Units
2026 Housing Units
Owner Occupied Housing Units
Renter Occupied Housing Units
Vacant Housing Units
Median Household Income
2021
2026
Median Home Value
2021
2026
Per Capita Income
2021
2026
Median Age
2010
2021
2026

45,062
84,244
104,163
295
111,847
1.43%
100,444
44,456
55,988

15,911
2.81
30,706
2.73
37,218
2.79
39,725
2.81
1.31%
21,241
3.30
25,678
3.38
27,454
3.40
1.35%

16,623
68.5%
27.2%

4.3%
34,545
64.4%
24.5%
11.1%
40,297
70.3%
22.1%

7.6%
42,917
71.6%
21.0%

7.4%

$67,915
$79,218

$235,835
$289,045

$31,022
$36,589

33.5
35.5
35.6

Data Note: Household population includes persons not residing in group quarters. Average Household Size is the household population divided by total households.
Persons in families include the householder and persons related to the householder by birth, marriage, or adoption. Per Capita Income represents the income received by

all persons aged 15 years and over divided by the total population.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1. Esri forecasts for 2021 and 2026 Esri converted Census 2000 data into 2010 geography.
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South Fulton Prepared by Esri
2021 Households by Income
Household Income Base 37,218
<$15,000 8.4%
$15,000 - $24,999 6.3%
$25,000 - $34,999 7.0%
$35,000 - $49,999 13.2%
$50,000 - $74,999 19.3%
$75,000 - $99,999 15.2%
$100,000 - $149,999 18.0%
$150,000 - $199,999 7.1%
$200,000+ 5.6%
Average Household Income $85,885
2026 Households by Income

Household Income Base 39,725
<$15,000 6.2%
$15,000 - $24,999 4.5%
$25,000 - $34,999 5.8%
$35,000 - $49,999 11.6%
$50,000 - $74,999 18.5%
$75,000 - $99,999 15.3%
$100,000 - $149,999 20.8%
$150,000 - $199,999 9.4%
$200,000+ 7.8%
Average Household Income $101,907

2021 Owner Occupied Housing Units by Value
Total 28,314
<$50,000 2.0%
$50,000 - $99,999 3.2%
$100,000 - $149,999 7.1%
$150,000 - $199,999 22.9%
$200,000 - $249,999 20.5%
$250,000 - $299,999 13.2%
$300,000 - $399,999 18.5%
$400,000 - $499,999 6.8%
$500,000 - $749,999 4.3%
$750,000 - $999,999 0.8%
$1,000,000 - $1,499,999 0.2%
$1,500,000 - $1,999,999 0.0%
$2,000,000 + 0.3%
Average Home Value $273,924

2026 Owner Occupied Housing Units by Value
Total 30,730
<$50,000 0.7%
$50,000 - $99,999 1.2%
$100,000 - $149,999 3.2%
$150,000 - $199,999 15.8%
$200,000 - $249,999 18.6%
$250,000 - $299,999 13.4%
$300,000 - $399,999 25.4%
$400,000 - $499,999 11.5%
$500,000 - $749,999 7.6%
$750,000 - $999,999 1.7%
$1,000,000 - $1,499,999 0.4%
$1,500,000 - $1,999,999 0.0%
$2,000,000 + 0.5%
Average Home Value $331,113

Data Note: Income represents the preceding year, expressed in current dollars. Household income includes wage and salary earnings, interest dividends, net rents,
pensions, SSI and welfare payments, child support, and alimony.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1. Esri forecasts for 2021 and 2026 Esri converted Census 2000 data into 2010 geography.
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South Fulton Prepared by Esri
2010 Population by Age

Total 84,244

0-4 7.9%

5-9 7.9%

10 - 14 8.2%

15-24 13.2%

25 - 34 15.2%

35-44 16.2%

45 - 54 12.7%

55 - 64 11.0%

65 -74 4.8%

75 - 84 1.9%

85 + 0.9%

18 + 71.1%
2021 Population by Age

Total 104,166

0-4 6.9%

5-9 7.4%

10 - 14 7.3%

15 - 24 12.5%

25 -34 15.2%

35-44 14.4%

45 - 54 13.4%

55 - 64 10.7%

65 -74 8.4%

75 - 84 3.0%

85 + 0.8%

18 + 74.3%
2026 Population by Age

Total 111,846

0-4 7.0%

5-9 7.2%

10 - 14 7.4%

15-24 11.9%

25 - 34 15.6%

35-44 14.7%

45 - 54 13.0%

55 - 64 10.1%

65 - 74 8.2%

75 - 84 4.1%

85 + 0.9%

18 + 74.3%
2010 Population by Sex

Males 38,055

Females 46,189
2021 Population by Sex

Males 47,370

Females 56,794
2026 Population by Sex

Males 51,062

Females 60,785

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1. Esri forecasts for 2021 and 2026 Esri converted Census 2000 data into 2010 geography.
September 14, 2021
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South Fulton

Prepared by Esri

2010 Population by Race/Ethnicity
Total
White Alone
Black Alone
American Indian Alone
Asian Alone
Pacific Islander Alone
Some Other Race Alone
Two or More Races
Hispanic Origin
Diversity Index
2021 Population by Race/Ethnicity
Total
White Alone
Black Alone
American Indian Alone
Asian Alone
Pacific Islander Alone
Some Other Race Alone
Two or More Races
Hispanic Origin
Diversity Index
2026 Population by Race/Ethnicity
Total
White Alone
Black Alone
American Indian Alone
Asian Alone
Pacific Islander Alone
Some Other Race Alone
Two or More Races
Hispanic Origin
Diversity Index

2010 Population by Relationship and Household Type

Total
In Households
In Family Households
Householder
Spouse
Child
Other relative
Nonrelative
In Nonfamily Households
In Group Quarters
Institutionalized Population
Noninstitutionalized Population

84,244
6.2%
90.0%
0.2%
0.6%
0.0%
1.2%
1.8%
2.8%
23.0

104,163
5.8%
89.9%
0.1%
0.9%
0.0%
1.0%
2.2%
2.5%
22.8

111,849
5.8%
89.4%
0.1%
1.2%
0.0%
1.0%
2.5%
2.5%
23.7

84,244
99.7%
86.0%
25.5%
13.8%
37.4%

6.6%
2.8%
13.7%
0.3%
0.2%
0.1%

Data Note: Persons of Hispanic Origin may be of any race. The Diversity Index measures the probability that two people from the same area will be from different race/

ethnic groups.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1. Esri forecasts for 2021 and 2026 Esri converted Census 2000 data into 2010 geography.
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South Fulton Prepared by Esri

2021 Population 25+ by Educational Attainment

Total 68,635
Less than 9th Grade 1.6%
9th - 12th Grade, No Diploma 4.5%
High School Graduate 22.5%
GED/Alternative Credential 2.5%
Some College, No Degree 21.5%
Associate Degree 10.1%
Bachelor's Degree 22.3%
Graduate/Professional Degree 15.0%

2021 Population 15+ by Marital Status

Total 81,679
Never Married 46.2%
Married 35.0%
Widowed 5.0%
Divorced 13.8%

2021 Civilian Population 16+ in Labor Force

Civilian Population 16+ 53,122
Population 16+ Employed 91.5%
Population 16+ Unemployment rate 8.5%

Population 16-24 Employed 9.7%
Population 16-24 Unemployment rate 14.7%
Population 25-54 Employed 72.7%
Population 25-54 Unemployment rate 7.6%
Population 55-64 Employed 11.8%
Population 55-64 Unemployment rate 10.6%
Population 65+ Employed 5.7%
Population 65+ Unemployment rate 3.7%

2021 Employed Population 16+ by Industry

Total 48,600
Agriculture/Mining 0.1%
Construction 3.0%
Manufacturing 4.9%
Wholesale Trade 2.7%
Retail Trade 10.0%
Transportation/Utilities 16.4%
Information 3.5%
Finance/Insurance/Real Estate 6.8%
Services 45.3%
Public Administration 7.3%

2021 Employed Population 16+ by Occupation

Total 48,603
White Collar 66.4%

Management/Business/Financial 18.0%
Professional 25.3%
Sales 9.1%
Administrative Support 14.0%
Services 13.0%
Blue Collar 20.6%
Farming/Forestry/Fishing 0.0%
Construction/Extraction 1.8%
Installation/Maintenance/Repair 3.5%
Production 2.8%
Transportation/Material Moving 12.5%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1. Esri forecasts for 2021 and 2026 Esri converted Census 2000 data into 2010 geography.
September 14, 2021
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South Fulton Prepared by Esri
2010 Households by Type
Total 30,706
Households with 1 Person 26.0%
Households with 2+ People 74.0%
Family Households 69.2%
Husband-wife Families 37.4%
With Related Children 19.2%
Other Family (No Spouse Present) 31.8%
Other Family with Male Householder 5.9%
With Related Children 3.4%
Other Family with Female Householder 25.9%
With Related Children 18.3%
Nonfamily Households 4.8%
All Households with Children 41.3%
Multigenerational Households 7.2%
Unmarried Partner Households 6.3%
Male-female 5.5%
Same-sex 0.8%
2010 Households by Size
Total 30,705
1 Person Household 26.0%
2 Person Household 27.8%
3 Person Household 18.9%
4 Person Household 14.4%
5 Person Household 7.0%
6 Person Household 3.4%
7 + Person Household 2.4%
2010 Households by Tenure and Mortgage Status
Total 30,706
Owner Occupied 72.4%
Owned with a Mortgage/Loan 65.3%
Owned Free and Clear 7.1%
Renter Occupied 27.6%
2021 Affordability, Mortgage and Wealth
Housing Affordability Index 161
Percent of Income for Mortgage 14.6%
Wealth Index 83
2010 Housing Units By Urban/ Rural Status
Total Housing Units 34,545
Housing Units Inside Urbanized Area 95.0%
Housing Units Inside Urbanized Cluster 0.0%
Rural Housing Units 5.0%
2010 Population By Urban/ Rural Status
Total Population 84,244
Population Inside Urbanized Area 95.2%
Population Inside Urbanized Cluster 0.0%
Rural Population 4.8%

Data Note: Households with children include any households with people under age 18, related or not. Multigenerational households are families with 3 or more parent-
child relationships. Unmarried partner households are usually classified as nonfamily households unless there is another member of the household related to the
householder. Multigenerational and unmarried partner households are reported only to the tract level. Esri estimated block group data, which is used to estimate
polygons or non-standard geography.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1. Esri forecasts for 2021 and 2026 Esri converted Census 2000 data into 2010 geography.

September 14, 2021
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South Fulton

Prepared by Esri

Top 3 Tapestry Segments
1.
2.
3.
2021 Consumer Spending
Apparel & Services: Total $
Average Spent
Spending Potential Index
Education: Total $
Average Spent
Spending Potential Index
Entertainment/Recreation: Total $
Average Spent
Spending Potential Index
Food at Home: Total $
Average Spent
Spending Potential Index
Food Away from Home: Total $
Average Spent
Spending Potential Index
Health Care: Total $
Average Spent
Spending Potential Index
HH Furnishings & Equipment: Total $
Average Spent
Spending Potential Index
Personal Care Products & Services: Total $
Average Spent
Spending Potential Index
Shelter: Total $
Average Spent
Spending Potential Index
Support Payments/Cash Contributions/Gifts in Kind: Total $
Average Spent
Spending Potential Index
Travel: Total $
Average Spent
Spending Potential Index
Vehicle Maintenance & Repairs: Total $
Average Spent
Spending Potential Index

Up and Coming Families (7A)

Family Foundations (12A)
Workday Drive (4A)

$74,049,896
$1,989.63

94
$53,192,089
$1,429.20

83
$110,468,794
$2,968.16

92
$186,730,430
$5,017.21

92
$133,295,796
$3,581.49

94
$217,339,690
$5,839.64

94
$80,422,417
$2,160.85

96
$31,480,994
$845.85

94
$685,013,861
$18,405.45
91
$87,055,787
$2,339.08

98
$87,768,315
$2,358.22

93
$39,645,669
$1,065.23

96

Data Note: Consumer spending shows the amount spent on a variety of goods and services by households that reside in the area. Expenditures are shown by broad
budget categories that are not mutually exclusive. Consumer spending does not equal business revenue. Total and Average Amount Spent Per Household represent annual

figures. The Spending Potential Index represents the amount spent in the area relative to a national average of 100.
Source: Consumer Spending data are derived from the 2018 and 2019 Consumer Expenditure Surveys, Bureau of Labor Statistics. Esri.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1. Esri forecasts for 2021 and 2026 Esri converted Census 2000 data into 2010 geography.
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South Fulton Prepared by Esri
Data for all businesses in area
Total Businesses: 2,367
Total Employees: 37,691
Total Residential Population: 104,163
Employee/Residential Population Ratio (per 100 Residents) 36
ploy
by SIC Codes Number Percent Number Percent
Agriculture & Mining 25 1.1% 125 0.3%
Construction 114 4.8% 1,307 3.5%
Manufacturing 129 5.4% 6,599 17.5%
Transportation 127 5.4% 2,211 5.9%
Communication 20 0.8% 116 0.3%
Utility 12 0.5% 185 0.5%
Wholesale Trade 151 6.4% 6,203 16.5%
Retail Trade Summary 462 19.5% 7,408 19.7%
Home Improvement 16 0.7% 308 0.8%
General Merchandise Stores 20 0.8% 840 2.2%
Food Stores 51 2.2% 1,177 3.1%
Auto Dealers, Gas Stations, Auto Aftermarket 58 2.5% 684 1.8%
Apparel & Accessory Stores 35 1.5% 294 0.8%
Furniture & Home Furnishings 34 1.4% 395 1.0%
Eating & Drinking Places 144 6.1% 2,525 6.7%
Miscellaneous Retail 105 4.4% 1,185 3.1%
Finance, Insurance, Real Estate Summary 164 6.9% 872 2.3%
Banks, Savings & Lending Institutions 29 1.2% 167 0.4%
Securities Brokers 20 0.8% 117 0.3%
Insurance Carriers & Agents 28 1.2% 152 0.4%
Real Estate, Holding, Other Investment Offices 87 3.7% 437 1.2%
Services Summary 935 39.5% 11,735 31.1%
Hotels & Lodging 11 0.5% 99 0.3%
Automotive Services 53 2.3% 314 0.8%
Motion Pictures & Amusements 58 2.5% 407 1.1%
Health Services 100 4.2% 1,260 3.3%
Legal Services 23 1.0% 85 0.2%
Education Institutions & Libraries 49 2.1% 2,687 7.1%
Other Services 638 27.0% 6,883 18.3%
Government 31 1.3% 607 1.6%
Unclassified Establishments 198 8.4% 322 0.9%
Totals 2,367 100.0% 37,691 100.0%

Source: Copyright 2021 Data Axle, Inc. All rights reserved. Esri Total Residential Population forecasts for 2021.
Date Note: Data on the Business Summary report is calculated using Esri’s Data allocation method which uses census block groups to allocate business summary data to custom areas.

September 14, 2021
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South Fulton Prepared by Esri
ploy

by NAICS Codes Number Percent Number Percent
Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing & Hunting 6 0.3% 43 0.1%
Mining 1 0.0% 10 0.0%
Utilities 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Construction 124 5.2% 1,422 3.8%
Manufacturing 140 5.9% 6,910 18.3%
Wholesale Trade 151 6.4% 6,203 16.5%
Retail Trade 299 12.6% 4,469 11.9%
Motor Vehicle & Parts Dealers 34 1.4% 562 1.5%
Furniture & Home Furnishings Stores 18 0.8% 225 0.6%
Electronics & Appliance Stores 10 0.4% 52 0.1%
Bldg Material & Garden Equipment & Supplies Dealers 16 0.7% 308 0.8%
Food & Beverage Stores 41 1.7% 872 2.3%
Health & Personal Care Stores 28 1.2% 500 1.3%
Gasoline Stations 23 1.0% 123 0.3%
Clothing & Clothing Accessories Stores 36 1.5% 299 0.8%
Sport Goods, Hobby, Book, & Music Stores 13 0.5% 158 0.4%
General Merchandise Stores 20 0.8% 840 2.2%
Miscellaneous Store Retailers 36 1.5% 389 1.0%
Nonstore Retailers 21 0.9% 141 0.4%
Transportation & Warehousing 119 5.0% 2,140 5.7%
Information 49 2.1% 376 1.0%
Finance & Insurance 78 3.3% 440 1.2%
Central Bank/Credit Intermediation & Related Activities 30 1.3% 169 0.4%
Securities, Commodity Contracts & Other Financial 21 0.9% 119 0.3%
Insurance Carriers & Related Activities; Funds, Trusts & 28 1.2% 152 0.4%
Real Estate, Rental & Leasing 110 4.6% 695 1.8%
Professional, Scientific & Tech Services 225 9.5% 2,800 7.4%
Legal Services 24 1.0% 88 0.2%
Management of Companies & Enterprises 5 0.2% 29 0.1%
Administrative & Support & Waste Management & Remediation 118 5.0% 1,387 3.7%
Educational Services 53 2.2% 2,683 7.1%
Health Care & Social Assistance 171 7.2% 2,252 6.0%
Arts, Entertainment & Recreation 50 2.1% 407 1.1%
Accommodation & Food Services 160 6.8% 2,705 7.2%
Accommodation 11 0.5% 99 0.3%
Food Services & Drinking Places 149 6.3% 2,606 6.9%
Other Services (except Public Administration) 282 11.9% 1,795 4.8%
Automotive Repair & Maintenance 36 1.5% 190 0.5%
Public Administration 30 1.3% 599 1.6%
Unclassified Establishments 198 8.4% 322 0.9%
Total 2,367 100.0% 37,691 100.0%

Source: Copyright 2021 Data Axle, Inc. All rights reserved. Esri Total Residential Population forecasts for 2021.
Date Note: Data on the Business Summary report is calculated using Esri’s Data allocation method which uses census block groups to allocate business summary data to custom areas.

September 14, 2021
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Public Engagement Results
9/14/21, 12:29 PM Atlanta Regional Commission - Report Creation

City of South Fulton 2021 Comprehensive
Plan Update Hub

Project Engagement

3,931 230
3,931 268
642

Sign Up For Updates to the Plan

No data to display...

Stay Informed!

No data to display...

k Phase 1 Interactive Report

k Phase 2 Interactive Report

k Phase 3 Interactive Report

11 OUR SOUTH FULTON-COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CITY OF SOUTH FULTON


https://publicinput.com/Report/kcmvj5bz24u
https://publicinput.com/Report/xbqxyeh5m1h
https://publicinput.com/Report/hpfwfv5dc5i

9/14/21, 12:29 PM Atlanta Regional Commission - Report Creation

One of the goals identified is to promote stable housing for all in the City of South
Fulton. Which implementation activities should be a priority for the City of South

Fulton?
D Examine Zoning Code for new housing types and styles 32v
D Promote homeownership opportunities with city resources 24 v
Develop a City-Wide Housing Study 22 v
C) Develop programs for property improvements for low-income residents 21 v
Explore exemptions for property tax for certain residents. 20v
D Develop a City-Wide Housing Conditions inventory 18 v

60 Respondents

HOA management and viable options to this current structure should be researched and developed to
maintain community standards.

one month ago @1 Agree

I struggled with this before, but I'm open to discussions surrounding this particular debate.

one month ago

Is there any way the plan could include a strict and stronger Code Enforcement program/force?

one month ago ®1 Agree

We need better resources for HOAs. Most property management companies do a substandard job.
Without true partners, HOAs can experience decline in upkeep and maintenance. The hurts home values.

one month ago ®1 Agree

Develop programs for property improvements for low-income residents

one month ago

The most important thing is to keep with the plan. Don't keep changing.

one month ago

https://publicinput.com/report?id=10885 2/39
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9/14/21, 12:29 PM

Another goal is to Build Trust and Education about planning issues within the City

Atlanta Regional Commission - Report Creation

of South Fulton. Which implementation activities should be a priority?

Develop a Community Engagement Playbook that standardizes 20 v
Community Engagement for Plans and Projects

Develop an online development projects map 29v

O Develop training on planning issues for boards and committees 18 v

Continue South Fulton University and examine ways to incorporate the 17 v
Comprehensive Plan into the curriculum

52 Respondents

Love the idea of a projects map; something engaging to the those concern/interested in development
projects and their status.

one month ago ®1 Agree

Develop a Community Engagement Playbook that standardizes Community Engagement for Plans and
Projects.

one month ago ®1 Agree

How much are we talking about spending? We need to only spend in proportion to our balance.

one month ago @1 Agree

https://publicinput.com/report?id=10885
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9/14/21,12:29 PM

Atlanta Regional Commission - Report Creation

Economic Development was a focus area that was identified. What
implementation actions should be a priority?

Partner with organizations to promote South Fulton

Develop a marketing site to promote economic development sites.

Develop business incubator space

Develop arts in storefronts program to activate vacant retail space.

Continue the Main Street programs along Old National Highway and in
Red Oak

Host 2-3 business networking events each year with at least one focuses
on under 35 workers

Develop a commercial property inventory

BRENENCHENENE

50 Respondents

31 v

21 v

19 v

19 v

18 v

17 v

17 v

This question feels conjured. At this point, economic development needs to be focused on creating a
community and quality of life that helps CURRENT RESIDENTS. Transportation, more entertainment and
healthy, shopping options rather than trying to bring others here. Create and support business that

current residents want. Then the rest will come.

one month ago ®5 Agree

| love this idea. Why are we continuing to develop land that consist only of warehouses??? Our
community is growing. More entertainment options, and healthy shopping options and other

interesting establishments that engage our community.

one month ago

The current "partner with organizations" is failing, we are seeing too many new warehouses being built
while while old warehouses are vacant. The areas of significant bad press need to be on the forefront for
correction, development, and revitalization. Not only will this alleviate the eyesore's but will also provide

a better feeling of safety in these areas. We cannot keep dumping funds into the Camp Creek and
Cascade areas as they are not the only parts of the city.

one month ago ®2 Agree

| never really will understand the separation from College Park. It's as if they knew something that we

didn't know. | feel we've been left to figure it out on our own and our community is being dumped
with everything we never wanted, an abundance of warehouses, section 8 installs (although, I'm not
totally against any family needing help as a start to getting them on their feet, if pride is taken upon
given the opportunity) but If he latter presents itself It sends a message to others that negatively
affect our community. | don't like the dumping ground approach that seems to be taking over our

community. It's not fair.

one month ago

Develop business incubator space.

one month ago ®1 Agree

https://publicinput.com/report?id=10885
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9/14/21, 12.29 PM Atlanta Regional Commission - Report Creation

COSF needs a City Center that includes our government offices, retail, arts, entertainment, restaurants,
and other commercial and community entities for citizens.

18 days ago

What's needed through economic development via rezoning are planned urban developments(PUD's)
also known as mix use developments. Government Safety Buildings City Hall, Residential, Commercial,
and Green Space/Park area combined. Areas to consider: Enon Road east to Merk Road along Camp
Creek Parkway south to encompass Vandiver Lake, but west of the shooting range and Merk Road waste
. Buffer Area to separate that area. Surrounding plottage backed up to Wolf Creek Amphitheater. PUD's
attract entertainment, commercial retail, shopping, eating establishments. This area could very well be
the New Downtown for the City of South Fulton. | agree with other comments regarding where to focus.
This area is primed for development and mix use zoning (PUD's) do well in other cities in the entire Metro
Atlanta Area. Housing values has been known to rise just for building areas as PUD's. Investors would be
willing to invest in a Public/Private mix use development. Something is needed to increase property
values and to counteract the influx of industrial zoning for warehousing around residential areas. PUD's
may well offset that. Other areas with prime land plottage need to be considered also. PUD areas could
provide much needed shopping in the area. Our mindset needs to keep up with the current times, not
areas from bygone era's.

one month ago

| make my selection assuming there have been decisions made concerning the type of businesses we
want to attract, and how we want them to support the community.

one month ago

https://publicinput.com/report?id=10885 5/39
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9/14/21, 12229 PM Atlanta Regional Commission - Report Creation

Another need identified was improving the Transportation and Broadband
Infrastructure. What implementation activities should be a priority?

Become a Certified Broadband Ready Community 27 v
D Implement the Model Mile Trail Plan and identify trails opportunities in 27 v
future development

Develop a Pedestrian Safety Plan and Street Standards including 25 v
Complete Streets Standards

D Develop an Impact Fee Program 15v
D Develop a creative bus shelter program for major transit routes 7V

48 Respondents

this area should include cellular service. its poor in many parts of the city. attracting new cell towers
should be a priority.

one month ago
Depending solely on where they should be posted. Post them wherever theirs a warehouse.

one month ago

The city needs to stick to it's initial promise to complete the sidewalks on Old National. You had both the
time and resources but failed to follow through and instead used those funds for other locations with less
traffic. You installed traffic cameras in school zones stating the use of funds was for safety, but then
turned around and purchased a militarized vehicle. | really question the fiscal responsibility of the city.

one month ago

Why not concentrate the transportation plan on seniors/elderly needing quick, reliable $ transportation?
Current system does not guarantee rides in a timely manner, current system does not allow for wait time.
Bottom-line: Many elderly and/or challenged persons often miss important medical/pharmacy appoints
because they don't have a dedicated van/wheelchair/stretcher accessible transportation. Elderly,
physically & mentally challenged can benefit from city contracted services. This service could easily
decrease burdens on 30-40-50 year old's still in the workforce.

one month ago

Impact fees are a must!
one month ago
Do not agree.

one month ago

https://publicinput.com/report?id=10885 6/39
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9/14/21,12:29 PM Atlanta Regional Commission - Report Creation

Building a strong South Fulton Community is another goal. Which implementation
activities should be a priority?

Partner with organizations to promote arts and placemaking in South
Fulton

D Incorporate public art into projects and the new Town Center 25 v

30 v

Develop a logo for city street signs or sign toppers 18 v

42 Respondents

Where is the Town Center referred to in the above information?

18 days ago
Provide alternatives to mask wearing for elementary school age children.
one month ago

| don't see how any of these 3 options builds a strong community. Communities are stronger when
people participate in activities that support and grow the community, opportunities to volunteer to
support neighborhoods. Participation creates ownership in the community. Volunteering can start with
the schools or camps. Creating a broad communication strategy helps to inform citizens of upcoming
events and how to get involved.

No one from the city reached out to me when | moved here. We get TONS of advertisements from SMB,
but nothing from the city. Surprisingly, not everyone visits the city website on a regular basis. That's the
majority of the population. How do you reach them and make them feel that they are a part of a
community? First, send out a "Hello", then give folks an opportunity to be involved.

one month ago
Sounds wonderful. | agree 100%. As | have aged with the community | realize how much involvement
plays a part in change. I'm onboard and willing.

one month ago

A stronger SF depends on the SF police department. We can complete all of the economic development
tasks above, but we need the SF police department to focus their efforts on ensuring that the economy
improves by enforcing the law(s).

one month ago

We need a community gathering place in District 4 - an indoor place for community meetings, youth
programs, and senior citizen programs.

one month ago

Neither of these should be pursued at the present. COSF should work at being financially and fiscally
responsible. Thre are too many spending proposals getting approval in too short a time span.

one month ago

https://publicinput.com/report?id=10885 7/39
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9/14/21, 12229 PM Atlanta Regional Commission - Report Creation

Finally, we have heard many comments about quality development and limiting
distribution center development. What implementation activities should be a
priority to develop a quality South Fulton?

Limit new industrial zones to existing areas 30v

Update zoning code to allow for conservation subdivisions, 23v

(e)
(o)

Develop Farmers Markets in Red Oak and Old National Areas or

20v

Community Parks
Create a Community Agriculture Plan 19 v
Continue to monitor neighboring jurisdictions land use plans and seek 18 v
ways to work together

D Develop a specific Distribution Center zoning category 13 v
Create overlays for key areas within the city including major corridors. 9v

D Complete small areas plans at activity nodes, including the Fulton 7w
Industrial Area.

C) Create a brownfield/greyfield program 5v

46 Respondents

| don't see the impact of any of the selections that will lead to a better quality of life in South Fulton. We
have the land available to develop an area that serves many needs for the citizens including shopping,
entertainment, arts, restaurants. Currently, the major appeal is our residential communities which offers
above average housing opportunities for many.

18 days ago

https://publicinput.com/report?id=10885
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9/14/21, 1229 PM Atlanta Regional Commission - Report Creation

Thinking about attending meetings to learn about a planning study, rank the

options in the order that you would be most likely to participate in.

Attend a public meeting on a weekday, to hear a presentation and ask
questions.

Attend an Open House on a weekend to ask questions in an informal
matter to staff and others.

Watch a live stream of a meeting online and submit questions online.

Visit a online site (like this)

Attend an Open House on a weekday to ask questions in an informal
matter to staff and others

Watch a recorded meeting and submit questions.

Visit a booth at a community festival

SHERONENE

Respond to a paper survey

45 Respondents

22v

17 v

22v

21 v

16 v

1B3v

10v

mMv

The information to the dates, times, stream locations needs to be made available at least a week prior to
the meeting. Sending out the information the day of and a few hours prior to thus limiting public input
negates the purpose of both public and participation input; yes | subscribed to the mailing city list. This
lends to the appearance of trying to keep your constituents in the dark about what you are doing in the

city.

one month ago @2 Agree

https://publicinput.com/report?id=10885

19 OUR SOUTH FULTON-COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

9/39

CITY OF SOUTH FULTON



9/14/21, 12:29 PM Atlanta Regional Commission - Report Creation

What time of day works best for you

43 respondents

| work from home and can view anytime, but trying to make it available to everyone.

one month ago

Usually anytime. I'm retired.

one month ago

What is the best way to reach you about projects

93% | Direct emails from the City of South Fulton

51% | Email newsletter

27% | Postcards

24% | Nextdoor

22% | Social Media Post (Facebook, Instagram)

4% | Forwards from Friends

2% | Other

45 Respondents

33% Evening 6-8

26% Early Evening 4-6
16% Early Afternoons
12% Morning

7% Lunchtime

7% Late night 8-10

42 v

23v

12v

M1 v

10v

Until 'social media' i.e. Nextdoor become more responsible and secure, COSF should not let those

become the main vehicle of communications.

one month ago

Poll Questions 'Other' Responses:

Text message

one month ago

https://publicinput.com/report?id=10885
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9/14/21, 12:29 PM Atlanta Regional Commission - Report Creation
What is your gender?
M 62% Female

7 38% Male
W 0% Others

45 respondents

What is your age?

' @

39% 46-55
22% 66-75
15% 36-45
13% 56-65
7% 26-35
4% Over 75
0% Others

46 respondents

What is your highest formal education level?

55% Graduate or Professional Degree
34% Bachelor's Degree

6% Some College

4% Associate's Degree

0% High School/GED

47 respondents

https://publicinput.com/report?id=10885 11/39

21 OUR SOUTH FULTON-COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CITY OF SOUTH FULTON



9/14/21, 12229 PM Atlanta Regional Commission - Report Creation
Which of the following best describe(s) your racial identity? (Choose all that apply.)

D Black/African-American 40 v

White/Caucasian 4dv
D Other (feel free to self-identify in the comments box) 2V
G Hispanic or Latino/a 1v
D Asian ov

47 Respondents

Black, Hispanic and American Native.

one month ago

What is your current employment status?

D Employed full-time (40 or more hours per week) 25v
C] Retired 1Mv
D Self-employed 10v
D Unemployed and currently looking for work 1v
D Homemaker 1v

Student ov
D Employed part-time (up to 39 hours per week) ov
D Unemployed and not currently looking for work ov

Unable to work ov
D Other ov

46 Respondents

https://publicinput.com/report?id=10885 12/39
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Approximately, where do you live?

Toggle Clustering

Do you work in the City of South Fulton?

No data to display...

Do you own or rent?

B 98% Own
M 2% Others

46 respondents
Stay Informed!

No data to display...
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How satisfied are you with your internet speeds at home?

Average

Extremely Unsatisfied Extremely Satisfied

Reliability is poor. Signals are weak

13 days ago

Most of the time, | have very weak internet service. The signals are extremely weak in the South Fulton
city/Unincorporated South Fulton county.

2 months ago

Satisfied

2 months ago

| have no internet! This is the year 2021 and | can't get internet to my house. | don't live in the hollers of
the mountains or in the vast expanse of Wyoming. | live in what many would call a suburb of Atlanta
Georgia. | bought this house in September of 2020. | have contacted Xfinity, Comcast, AT&T, T-Mobile,

year 2525 have internet for me.

2 months ago

At&t Fiber 1G up and down

3 months ago

How satisfied are you with your cell phone service at home?

Average

Extremely Unsatisfied Extremely Satisfied

total complete dead zone around my home.

2 months ago

Extremely Satisfied

2 months ago
| use Verizon and it's okay despite that the phone itself complains of a weak signal. AT&T reception is so
bad my husband returned his phone and took a $300 penalty for doing so!

2 months ago

| don't seem to have any issues.

2 months ago

https://publicinput.com/report?id=10885 14/39
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Which of the following applies to how you use the internet at home?

M 68% I get it from a landline provider (AT&T,
Comcast, Xfinity etc)

1 18% Both options above
[ 8% I have satellite internet service
M 5% Others

38 respondents

https://publicinput.com/report?id=10885 15/39
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Select the Strategies that should be a priority of the City of South Fulton over the next 5

39%

36%

32%

32%

29%

25%

21%

21%

21%

21%

18%

18%

18%

14%

14%

14%

14%

11%

https://publicinput.com/report?id=10885
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years.

These are in random order.

Encourage and support a high standard of property maintenance.

Protect existing undeveloped land by limiting development and
encourage redevelopment in built-up areas

Continue to build out trails and partner with neighboring local
governments to build out a trail network within Southern Fulton
County.

Promote and incentivize potential redevelopment sites within the City
of South Fulton to become mixed use walkable developments.

Work with partners to improve the Broadband service and speeds
throughout the City of South Fulton.

Ensure that residents and small/local developers have easy access to
information about development proposals, plans, processes and status.

Identify needs and improve local infrastructure to enhance pedestrian
access and safety.

Identify and target local serving retail, including grocery stores to
develop in walkable nodes within the City of South Fulton

Identify and expand park space within the City of South Fulton to
ensure that all residents are within 10 minutes of a park.

Work to create a Capital Improvement Plan and funding sources

Partner with MARTA to improve connections to the regional transit
network.

Retain and support long standing and emerging small businesses within
the City of South Fulton.

Ensure that development protects the existing tree canopy

Create opportunities to age in place for City of South Fulton residents

Provide training and leadership opportunities for neighborhood leaders.

Ensure that the City of South Fulton's development codes focus on the
creation of quality corridors throughout the city that reflect the planned
character of the area.

Celebrate and strengthen the City of South Fulton's vibrant artist
community.

Identify and celebrate the neighborhoods of the City of South Fulton

Mv

10v

Iv

Iv

7v

6v

6v

6v

5v

5v

5v

4v

4v

4

4v

3v

16/39
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C) Create a targeted campaign to attract younger workers and employers 3w
to the City of South Fulton.
Continue to support and expand resources for the Old National and 3¢
Historic Red Oak Business Districts
D Create training and education opportunities for entrepreneurs. 3v
Develop Old National Corridor into a unique place in the region to draw 3¢
D both residents and visitors with investments in the public space, and
marketing strategies.
Create pathways to homeownership for low- and moderate-income 2w
households.
Promote a mix of intuitional, entertainment, and residential and retail Sv
along Old National Corridor.
D Leverage low-cost commercial space to support startups and the arts Sv
community.
D In appropriate areas, encourage and allow a broad range of housing 1w
typologies for all residents.
D Other 1v
D Build capacity about planning and development issues facing Southern 0v
Fulton County on the Planning Commission and other local boards.
28 Respondents
Image 1
Average
Not Appropriate Appropriate
Image 2
Average
Not Appropriate Appropriate
Image 3
Average
Not Appropriate Appropriate
Image 4
Average
Not Appropriate Appropriate

https://publicinput.com/report?id=10885
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Not Appropriate

Not Appropriate

Not Appropriate

Not Appropriate

Not Appropriate

Not Appropriate

Not Appropriate

Not Appropriate

https://publicinput.com/report?id=10885
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Image 5
Average
Appropriate
Image 6
Average
Appropriate
Image 7
Average
Appropriate
Image 8
Average
Appropriate
Image 9
Average
Appropriate
Image 10
Average
Appropriate
Image 11
Average
Appropriate
Image 12
Average
Appropriate

18/39
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Not Appropriate

Not Appropriate

Not Appropriate

Not Appropriate

Not Appropriate

Not Appropriate

Not Appropriate

Not Appropriate

https://publicinput.com/report?id=10885
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Image 13

Average
Appropriate
Image 14
Average
Appropriate
Image 15
Average
Appropriate
Image 16
Average
Appropriate
Image 17
Average
Appropriate
Image 18
Average
Appropriate
Image 19
Average
Appropriate
Image 20
Average
Appropriate

19/39
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Not Appropriate

Not Appropriate

Not Appropriate

Not Appropriate

Not Appropriate

Not Appropriate

Not Appropriate

Not Appropriate

https://publicinput.com/report?id=10885
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Residential Image 1

Average

Residential Image 2

Average
Residential Image 3
Average
Residential Image 4
Average
Residential Image 5
Average
Residential Image 6
Average

Residential Image 7

Average

Residential Image 8

Average

Appropriate

Appropriate

Appropriate

Appropriate

Appropriate

Appropriate

Appropriate

Appropriate

20/39
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Not Appropriate

Not Appropriate

Not Appropriate

Not Appropriate

Not Appropriate

Not Appropriate

Not Appropriate

Not Appropriate
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Residential Image 9

Residential Image 10

Average

Commercial Image 1

Commercial Image 2

Average

Commercial Image 3

Average

Commercial Image 4

Commercial Image 5

Average

Commercial Image 6

Average

Average

Average

Average

Appropriate

Appropriate

Appropriate

Appropriate

Appropriate

Appropriate

Appropriate

Appropriate

21/39
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Not Appropriate

Not Appropriate

Not Appropriate

Not Appropriate
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Commercial Image 7

Average

Appropriate

Commercial Image 8
Average

Appropriate

Commercial Image 9
Average

Appropriate

Commercial Image 10
Average
Appropriate

What is your gender?

B 85% Female
7 15% Male
M 0% Others

27 respondents

22/39
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What is your age?

4

27 respondents

7%
4%
4%
4%
0%

What is your highest formal education level?

|

27 respondents

37% 46-55
22% 36-45
22% 56-65

26-35
18-25
66-75
Over 75
Others

B 52% Graduate or Professional Degree

33% Bachelor's Degree
7% Some College

4% High School/GED
4% Associate's Degree

Which of the following best describe(s) your racial identity? (Choose all that apply.)

Black/African-American

White/Caucasian

Hispanic or Latino/a

Asian

Other (feel free to self-identify in the comments box)

22 Respondents

https://publicinput.com/report?id=10885
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What is your current employment status?

C) Employed full-time (40 or more hours per week)

Self-employed

Retired

SNg

Employed part-time (up to 39 hours per week)

Unemployed and currently looking for work

Student

8

Unemployed and not currently looking for work

Homemaker

Unable to work

Other

22 Respondents

Approximately, where do you live?

&

i Xy
Imagery ©2021 TerraMetrics

Do you work in the City of South Fulton?

No data to display...

https://publicinput.com/report?id=10885

34 OUR SOUTH FULTON-COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

13v
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3v

ov
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Do you own or rent?

B %% own
U 4% Rent

‘ M 0% Others

27 respondents

Stay Informed!

No data to display...
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Is there a strategy that the City of South Fulton should consider to implement the
vision?

Find a specific identity...brand for the City to encourage diverse economic and lifestyle businesses. What
makes the City a destination? What natural resources can we identify as specific to the City? What is
unique about doing business in the City?

5 months ago ®32 Agree

Clearly identify and market the 9 economic development nodes so developers will not continue to bring
mixed-used development to other areas that will result in overdevelopment.

5 months ago ®21 Agree

Continued Public Engagement after adoption.

6 months ago ®21 Agree

Create relationships with developers of the type of multi family communities want to have as part of the
live work node.

5 months ago ®20 Agree

Attract, and partner with, businesses that support and the CoSF vision.

5 months ago ®20Agree

Find a comprehensive plan that fits the needs of all residents in all districts. For example, a wellness
center.

3 months ago

Cleanup the boundaries between our city and Union City. Implement an overlay for each of the
development nodes to demonstrate a change in the leadership and vision for the city. We need to begin
to change the look and feel instead of waiting on external developers, ie lighting, walking paths, trees and
plantings, signage

3 months ago

Innovative/ Environmentally Conscious - The City of South Fulton has two valuable resources: land and
trees. Rather than overbuild, let's think of innovative ways to maintain our natural beauty and place it at
the forefront. Start by rebranding the city with this emphasis (i.e. - Greentree, Magnolia, Dogwood,
Greenview) Rather than ending up with a shortage of greenspace, let's be known as the green jewel.
Diverse Community - We need to be on one accord with this. Although, City of South Fulton is
predominately African-American this does not mean we should refer to ourselves as a "Black" city.
Instead, we need to recognize that our city encompasses residents of various demographics and that we
welcome all people to our city.

4 months ago

The City of South Fulton should consider implementation of a health care strategies for an institutional
health care facility that serves the residents of the City of South Fulton community. The nearest facilities
in Fayetteville, Douglasville, or South-Mid Atlanta are too distant for emergency care and already overly
crowded. A facility that specifically serviced this community would reduce the burden for medical on
outlying facilities while greatly improving the quality of life within the City of South Fulton by providing
convenient premium healthcare to it's residents and retaining healthcare dollars within it's own
community.

4 months ago

In HOA guided residential subdivision, enforcement of the parking ordinance needs to be executed and
supported 24/7. The engineer in design for our streets are too narrow and because of such some
neighborhoods have a difficult approach to school buses and or first responders traversing though the
roadway. Citations provided would increase City revenue were home taxes being undisturbed! Execute
the parking ordinance and extend the no parking time frame 12am-4pm M-F

4 months ago

https://publicinput.com/report?id=10885 26/39
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Develop an advocate community board that will review top recommendations, test, evaluate, and except
or deny...either outcome is re addressed publicly re introduced with recommendations, excepted or
denied....(treat top " ideas" through same process as a legislative bill

4 months ago

Use advanced technology and data research to develop a city that would address the whole person to
live, work, and play.

4 months ago

Create sustainable work and play communities such extensions of the beltline and Avalon Place for
example. These types of communities are conducive to healthier lifestyles, and bring various positive
influences.

4 months ago

Plan for income coming from the business and industry sector to maintain existing roads that are now
being more heavily used, whether by new employees that work here but do not reside in this area or by
heavier trucks that are now required by industry.

4 months ago

Look for ways to eradicate the stigma of living in or visiting South Fulton. Utilize resources to make the
area look more welcoming (improve roads, buildings and add sidewalks) to attract developers’interest.

4 months ago

The City of South Fulton naming committee needs to reconvene in order to rename the city. Often times,
we are misrepresented in the news and social media because our city is the same as our county locale
(South Fulton) therefore, our image falsely takes the hit and is cast in a negatively light inaccurately.

4 months ago

The city should embrace it's unique attributes as well as preserve it's natural beauty and history. It's a
balance that must be maintained in order to further protect our quality of life.

4 months ago

Designate an entertainment district with high-rise, loft and other non-traditional housing options for
Creatives.

4 months ago

Overthink the lack of infrastructure and the old infrastructure the city has when developing the new plan.
Adopt a map that's consistent with keeping qualities like our superb tree canopy in place. We are one of
the last areas this close to the city with it. Rethink Old National and Rosevelt Highway and reduce the
amount of multi-family housing zoning. Define Live, work, and play areas there and not with low income
(sub $40k/yr) housing in mind to support low income jobs which result in no play. Allow Union City to
develop warehouses while you seek to find areas for regional corporate office development.

4 months ago

Focus on work live play models. A hospital and new city name should be priority as things will fall into
place after that. There will be more esteemed residents and businesses will no longer decline to build in
our area due to “demographic” requirements. Also a place where families can have a nice outing.

4 months ago

Develop, and actively use, a feedback loop with residents (kind of like this!)

5 months ago

Develop innovate ways to address education and crime, in a way that improves resident quality of life
and creates value within the community.

5 months ago

https://publicinput.com/report?id=10885 27/39
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What's one Need or Challenge that the City of South Fulton is facing?

South Fulton is growing quite fast. We need to ensure that development is intentional and designed well.

6 months ago ®22 Agree

A challenge that South Fulton is facing is that residents believe our city boundaries are the same when we
were unincorporated. They don't know neighboring cities annexed land adjacent to our city right before
we incorporated and the warehouses that are going up on South Fulton Parkway are in Union City. This
has led to increased traffic and points out the need to make sure our infrastructure (roads, lighting,
pedestrian safety improvements) can withstand this growth even though its not in our jurisdiction.

5 months ago ®15 Agree

Avariety of shopping and eating options is a challenge. Let's navigate some of the spending from up
Camp Creek to down Camp Creek. Let the money flow all over!

4 months ago ®13 Agree

Build a level of trust with all stakeholders. Design intentionally to ensure there is no confusion with what
the community will accept.

5 months ago ®13 Agree

Having an unified community vision with both residents and the City Officials. Having an understanding
of an agreed upon "South Fulton Way."

6 months ago ®13 Agree

Allocation of fund for The improvement of infrastructure in the city after city grows it will increase in traffic
patterns developers that wish to do business in the city need to allocate funds and or planning for the
increase in traffic and pedestrians presents. Any business wishing to do business in the city also need to
allocate files and tour special interests community groups inside the city and or county. The city my shift
to a more live work play developments become more walker/bike friendly. This city also needs to create
legislation that eights citizens and closing the wealth gap

3 months ago

So, the county decided to place all of the transportation traffic in the south. When does it stop? The
amount of logistics companies & distribution centers down here has to be limited -- and we have passed
that limit. The air and noise pollution are creating cancer communities, and there is no hospital or cancer
treatment center here.

3 months ago

Unnatural residential boundaries have stymied the effort to create a sense of community, cityhood.

3 months ago
How does a resident get internet access. | have no option. Researched get connected by Xfinity, AT&T,

Verizon, T-Mobile, and satellite. No company could connect me. Thus education and job opportunities are
futile.

4 months ago

The name of our city needs to be changed and we need to build an image separate from 'South Fulton'.

4 months ago

Divisive politics, and too many hidden agendas plague the City Councils

4 months ago

Divisiveness, and too many hidden agenda’s plaque the City Counsel

4 months ago
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We are growing and it's important that we are very conscious about what developers, businesses etc are
given priorities. We need more small business options and less corporate box stores. A centralized
downtown or walkable city center would be wonderful.

4 months ago

Racsism in residential & commercial real estate offerings and financing. Being tartgeted for warehouses

and low-cost housing.

4 months ago

need to consider the City's future transportation needs

6 months ago

https://publicinput.com/report?id=10885 29/39
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What is one Opportunity or Asset that the City of South Fulton can build upon for
the future?

The City of South Fulton (67.5%) has high homeownership rates when compared to other larger metro
cities like Atlanta (43.5%). This is an asset and something we should seek to increase to build generational
wealth (U.S. Census Bureau Quick Facts, based on data from 2015-2019)

5 months ago ®12 Agree

The city should look at peachtree industrial as a model for the future of Fulton industrial. No more
businesses catering to truckers when you're building residential structures along the corridor.

4 months ago ®11 Agree

Land development that is purposeful and intentional to building economic tax base, destination, outside
of just residential, manufacturing, and logistical commerce.

5 months ago ®9 Agree

The city offers urban, suburban and rural neighborhoods, not many cities have all three! This is an asset
because we have something for everybody.

5 months ago ®9 Agree

land and opportunities for new development and redevelopment

6 months ago @6 Agree

Home ownership, close proximaty to interstates, two airports, and agricultural businesses. We should
have a weekly farmers market at the Wolf Creek amphitheatre.

3 months ago

Preserving our trees/land, so that we don't face a greenspace shortage.

4 months ago

Green-ness. Natural. Neighborly. Warm. Intimate. Inviting. Home.
Not Concrete, Metal, Rigid, Noise.

4 months ago

We should seek to innovate more and look to partner with technology companies/STEM schools. Why
not try to attact the Googles of the world and build data centers, call centers, urgent care centers, and
other industries that offer decent paying jobs? Our children will not be able to afford our homes if they
seek to find employment in this community. Why not partner with companies and schools to utilize the
talent that we have in the community and to help our children have opportunities to look forward to
outside of manufacturing plants. Let's bring in companies that offer IT jobs and other STEM related jobs.

4 months ago

Proximity to the Airport, Old National, we also need to look at annexations into Clayton, Douglas, and
Cobb counties.

4 months ago

Land, land, and land create the development we can be proud of.

5 months ago
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What are some areas that the City of South Fulton should focus on over the next 5

years?
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Riverside development (live, work, play) and City Center

5 months ago ®1 Agree

Old National Highway. Redevelopment activities should be a prime focus moving forward.

6 months ago ®1 Agree

Camp Creek Parkway

6 monthsago (@1 Agree

The few grocery stores in the city are so far apart that they are often out of product, and they are always
extra crowded. South of 92 could support at least 1 grocery store. It could draw traffic from over 5 miles
out. Also, Publix seems to have a monopoly.

3 months ago

We need a Maker space in the Creek Park center. We also need better, consistent public access to the
center. This was an issue prior to Covid.

3 months ago

We need to develop a river walk with parks, dining, and entertainment - similar to the river walk in
Columbus, GA and Chattanooga, TN

3 months ago

We need a PARK! and walking/golf cart trails.

3 months ago

Old National should be the downtown/entertainment/live work play district,

3 months ago

Fulton Industrial Blvd and Camp Creek... building condos and townhomes in the Camp Creek Area... have
more than warehouses manufactories.

4 months ago
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Old National should be our prime focus as it relates to Economic Development, Commercial Tax Base
Expansion, and Prime Realities.

4 months ago
The residential area along the back side of Selig Drive (behind Fire Station 11) which is undeveloped.

5 months ago

The intersection of 92 and Butner Road

5 months ago

Hwy 29 is shared amongst multiple municipalities. Collaboration is highly needed for this location.

6 months ago

Being a gateway for the City, with Douglas County, a partnership on development or interest is needed
for North Hwy 92.

6 months ago

South Fulton lacks a location to direct Industrial interest. FIB would be a great location for the City's
Industrial climate.

6 months ago

The residents in this area disagree. We would like more mixed usage. Not a bolstering of the industrial
interest.

4 months ago
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In just one word how would you describe South Fulton today?

Not organized

4 months ago ®1Agree

Tractor trailers and warehouses

4 months ago ®1 Agree

opportunity

3 months ago

Desert

3 months ago

Disconnected

3 months ago
Thriving
3 months ago

Possibilities

4 months ago

Growing

4 months ago

Developing

4 months ago

Sightlessly

4 months ago

Flux

4 months ago

Potential

4 months ago

Developing

4 months ago

disorganized and disfunctional

4 months ago

Black

4 months ago

Emerging

4 months ago

Developing

4 months ago

Seasoned

4 months ago
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Transitioning

4 months ago

Rough

5 months ago

Budding

5 months ago

Potential

5 months ago
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In just one word describe the South Fulton you'd like to see in 2040

Walkable

4 months ago ®3 Agree

Innovative

4 months ago @2 Agree

Pioneering

4 months ago ®1 Agree

Transformed

4 months ago @1 Agree

Flourishing

4monthsago @1 Agree

Diverse

5 months ago ®1 Agree

Innovative

5 months ago @1 Agree

FAMILY (oriented)

3 months ago

Walkable

3 months ago

Safe

3 months ago

Walkable and Innovative

4 months ago

Walkable with numerous food options and maintained infrastructure

4 months ago

Growing

4 months ago

Envied

4 months ago

Innovative community that provides good paying jobs to black people (similiar to North Atlanta)....| can't
do just one word

4 months ago

Progressive

4 months ago

Wakanda

4 months ago

https://publicinput.com/report?id=10885 35/39

45 OUR SOUTH FULTON-COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CITY OF SOUTH FULTON



9/14/21, 12:29 PM Atlanta Regional Commission - Report Creation

Rank the City of South Fulton's biggest housing challenges:

17% | Click here to write in your own answer

[
61% duplexes, townhomes, condos)
28% | Too much rental

50% | Lack of Senior Housing

22% | Foreclosures and Evictions

28%
townhomes, apartments)

22% | Lack of affordable housing options

18 Respondents

DIY CITY BUDGETING

Not enough housing types and size options for ownership (e.g.,

Not enough housing types and size options for renting (e.g., duplexes,

Rank: 1.00 3v

Rank: 1.55 1M1 v

Rank: 1.60 5v
Rank: 1.89 9v
Rank: 3.75 4v
Rank: 3.80 5v
Rank: 4.00 4v

If you were in control of the City's budget, how would you spend the money?

With a budget of $100, allocate funds to different priorities within the City of South
Fulton. This will help prioritize future projects within the Comprehensive Plan.

There are more priorities than funds available so choose wisely.

%
"
™ 4

30respondents

https://publicinput.com/report?id=10885
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7%
7%
6%
5%
5%
5%
5%
5%
5%
5%
5%
4%
4%
a%

Economic Development
Community Events

Youth Services

Public Safety

Arts and Culture Activties
Transportation Networks
Transportation Networks
Code Enforcement

Public safety

Arts and Culture Activities
Parks

Trails and Greenways
Trails and Greenways
Economic Development

31% Others

36/39
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9/14/21, 12229 PM Atlanta Regional Commission - Report Creation

What is your gender?

B 67% Female

m 7%
o o%

30 respondents

What is your age?

30 respondents

7%
7%
3%
3%
0%

What is your highest formal education level?

0 27% Male

Prefer not to answer
Others

37% 46-55
33% 36-45
10% 66-75

26-35

56-65

18-25

Prefer not to answer
Others

B 57% Graduate or Professional Degree

-

30respondents

https://publicinput.com/report?id=10885

47 OUR SOUTH FULTON-COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

[ 30% Bachelor's Degree
B 7% Associate's Degree
" 3% High School/GED
B 3% Some College

37/39
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9/14/21, 12.29 PM Atlanta Regional Commission - Report Creation
Which of the following best describe(s) your racial identity? (Choose all that apply.)

D Black/African-American 26 v

White/Caucasian 2v

O Hispanic or Latino/a 1v

D Asian ov

D Other (feel free to self-identify in the comments box) owv
28 Respondents

human being

4 months ago

What is your current employment status?

D Employed full-time (40 or more hours per week) 16 v
D Self-employed 7V
D Employed part-time (up to 39 hours per week) 4v
D Retired 2v

Student 1v
C] Unemployed and currently looking for work ov
D Unemployed and not currently looking for work ov
D Homemaker ov

Unable to work ov
D Other ov

27 Respondents
https://publicinput.com/report?id=10885 38/39
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9/14/21, 12:29 PM

Atlanta Regional Commission - Report Creation
Approximately, where do you live?

Toggle Clustering

Do you work in the City of South Fulton?
No data to display...

Do you own or rent?

M 93% own
" 4% Rent

0 4% Business Owner
M 0% Other

28 respondents

Comments: City of South Fulton 2021 Comprehensive Plan Update Meeting #1

Comments: City of South Fulton 2021 Comprehensive Plan Update Meeting #2

https://publicinput.com/report?id=10885
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9/14/2021

Old National Area

Which developrment images would you like to
see on Old National Hghway?
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9/14/2021

Red Dak Historic District

Which developrent images would you like to see
in the Red Oak area along Roosevelt Hghway?

13
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9/14/2021

General Residential Development

Wbuld eachimage be appropriate inthe
City of South Fulton?

23 24
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General Commercial Development

Wbuld each image be appropriate inthe
City of South Fuiton?

34
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31%

10
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CITY OF SOUTH FULTON, GEORGIA
VIRTUAL - REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
Tuesday, February 23, 2021, 4:00 PM

The Honorable William "Bill" Edwards, Mayor
The Honorable Catherine F. Rowell, District 1 Councilmember
The Honorable Carmalitha Gumbs , District 2 Councilmember
The Honorable Helen Z. Willis, District 3 Councilmember
The Honorable Naeema Gilyard, District 4 Councilmember
The Honorable Corey A. Reeves, District 5 Councilmember
The Honorable khalid kamau, District 6 Councilmember
The Honorable Mark Baker, District 7 Councilmember

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA

I.  Meeting Called to Order

II. Roll Call

III. Invocation - Pastor Warren L. Henry, Sr., City Chaplain
IV. Pledge of Allegiance

V. Adoption of Council Agenda

VI. Approval of City Council Meeting Minutes

1. Request Council Approval of City Council Regular Meeting Minutes from
January 12, 2021 (City Clerk)

2. Request Council Approval of City Council Work Session Minutes from
February 9, 2021 (City Clerk)

3. Request Council Approval of City Council Zoning Public Hearing Minutes
from February 9, 2021 (City Clerk)

VII. Public Hearing(s)
4.  City of South Fulton Comprehensive Plan Kick-off (CDRA)
VIII. Public Comments

Speakers will be granted a total of two (2) minutes each and public comments will not exceed thirty (30)
minutes. Speakers will not be allowed to yield or donate their time to other speakers. Speakers must identify

Page 1 of 180
City of South Fulton | February 23, 2021
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CITY OF SOUTH FULTON
) 2040 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN PARKING LOT
' TOWN HALL MEETING

Monday, June 28, 2021
6:00 PM

Welcome All Park, Parking Lot

4255 Will Lee Road
South Fulton, GA 30349

Mayor Pro Tem Helen Zenobia Willis
www.southfultond3.com | Helen.Willisecityofsouthfultonga.gov | 470-809-7703
Text District 3 to 42828 to signup up for D3 newsletters

HELP US
SHAPE
THE CITY'S
VISION THROUGH
COMPREHENSIVE
PLAN UPDATES.

CITY OF SOUTH FULTON OFFICIALS
RECENTLY STARTED WORK ON A
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE

THAT WILL INVITE RESIDENTS AND
BUSINESSES TO HELP SET GOALS

AND PRIORITIES FOR
THE CITY AND
CREATE A FIVE-YEAR
ROADMAP
FOR
ACHIEVING THEM.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
VISIT WWW.CITYOFSOUTHFULTONGA.GOV
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CONTINUE THE
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN °
CONVERSATION!

The City of South Fulton invites you to continue your
participation in our Comprehensive Plan’s Public Input
Process.

We are close to the adoption of the City’'s 2021
Comprehensive Plan and will have our next Virtual Public
Hearing on September 28, 2021.

We |nV|te)/ou to review the file online and provide comments

at https://publicinput.com/S1052.

For all future planning initiatives contact us at
planning@cityofsouthfultonga.gov
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2021 Steering Commitee Members

Planning Commission

Zoning Board of Appeals

Historic Commission

District 1 Appointee

District 2 Appointee

District 3 Appointee

District 4 Appointee

District 5 Appointee

District 6 Appointee

Distrcit 7 Appointee

Mayoral Appointee

Development Authority of South Fulton
Downtown Development

South Fulton Chamber of Commerce
Sandtown Community

Cliftondale Community

Old National Merchants Assn.

South Fulton Parkway Alliance

Cascade Business and Merchants Assn.
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Alvin Reynolds
Aaron Johnson
Storm Mitchell
James Shelby
Sonya Patterson
Pamela Harvey
Tim Young

Judith Henson
Derrick Burnett
Tamahn Jaimison
Bruce Moody
Arnold Jiggetts
Don Winbush
Dyan Mathews
Debbie Davis
Harold Reid
Emmanuel Rainey
Nick Byers

Rich Wilkins

CITY OF SOUTH FULTON
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