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TOWN OF SHARPSBURG 
COUNTY OF COWETA 
STATE OF GEORGIA 
 
 ORDINANCE NUMBER  16-01 
  
 TOWN OF SHARPSBURG, GEORGIA 
 
 PREAMBLE 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Sharpsburg recognizes that certain animal activities or 
acts of their owners can create nuisance and can threaten the health, safety and welfare of 
the residents of the Town; 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Sharpsburg has previously acted by previous Ordinance 
No. 03-01 (adopted 2-3-03) to regulate the ownership, control and disposal of animals so to 
prevent nuisances and to reduce the threat to health, safety and welfare created by certain 
animals; 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town relies upon the Coweta County Animal Control to enforce 
the Town’s animal control ordinance; 
 
 WHEREAS, Coweta County requires that the Town have an animal control 
ordinance that mirrors that of Coweta County in order for Coweta animal control to 
enforce animal control laws within the Town’s limits;  
 
 WHEREFORE, THE MAYOR AND THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 
SHARPSBURG HEREBY ADOPTS AND ORDAINS THE FOLLOWING: 
 

SECTION ONE 
 
 Chapter 7 of the Town of Sharpsburg’s Code of Ordinances, titled “Animals,” as 
adopted by Ordinance No. 03-01(adopted 2-3-03) is hereby repealed in its entirety and 
is hereby deleted in its entirety from the Town’s Code of Ordinances. 
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SECTION TWO 
 
 The following text is hereby adopted and ordained by the Mayor and Council of 
the Town of Sharpsburg as follows: 

Chapter 7 
 
Sec. 7-1. - Definitions.  
 

[The following words, terms and phrases have the meaning ascribed to them in this 
section for the purpose of this chapter:]  

Abandon: Deserting or intending to give up absolutely any animal without 
providing adequate food, water or sanitary shelter for 24 hours or longer.  

Aggressive animal: An animal that attacks or fights with another animal, outside of 
the property of the owner or keeper of the animal, and causes severe injury or death to 
the other animal. An animal which is defending itself or its owner or keeper from attack 
shall not constitute an aggressive animal.  

Altered animals: Any animal that has been spayed or neutered.  

Animal: Any nonhuman vertebrate, whether wild or domesticated.  

Animal control: The person(s) or office designated by Coweta County to enforce its 
animal control ordinances.  

Animal shelter: Any facility or premises designated by the county for the purpose of 
impoundment, care or destruction of animals held pursuant to this chapter.  

At large: Any animal not lawfully on the owner/keeper's property or not under the 
immediate control of a competent person by way of leash or other similar restraining 
device. Voice command or use of audible signals or hand signals is not deemed to be 
sufficient control.  

Breeder: Any person owning unaltered animals with the intent of selling the 
animal's offspring.  

Cat: All members of the domestic feline family.  

Circus: Commercial variety show featuring animal acts for public entertainment.  

Commercial animal establishment: Any pet shop, grooming shop, kennel, auction, 
riding school or any other establishment licensed to deal in or with a volume of 
animals.  

County: Coweta County, Georgia. 

Cruelty: Every act, omission or neglect whereby unjustifiable pain, suffering, 
maiming or death may be caused or permitted to be caused to any dog, cat or other 
animal as defined in this chapter.  

Dog: All members of the domestic canine family, not to include wild animals.  
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Domestic animal: Any normal household pet, such as, but not limited to, dogs, cats, 
nonnative birds, ferrets, hamsters, guinea pigs, gerbils, rabbits, fish, or small, 
nonvenomous reptiles or nonvenomous snakes.  

Exotic pet: An animal that is not domesticated and is not native to North America, 
including, but not limited to, pot-bellied pigs, reptiles and arachnids.  

Feral: An animal that was domesticated at one time, but now lives in the wild or 
that has been born in the wild and has not been domesticated.  

Habitually: Done regularly or frequently.  

Impound: To confine humanely while providing adequate food, water and shelter.  

Injury: Physical damage to the body or part of the body.  

Keeper: A keeper is any person who:  

(a) Has temporarily accepted and been temporarily provided by the owner of an 
animal a right of property in that animal; or  

(b) Agrees to temporarily keep or harbor an animal for the owner or temporarily 
agrees to have the animal in his or her care for the owner.  

Kennel: Any facility wherein a person, business, or organization regularly keeps six 
or more dogs or other animals and receives compensation for the service or for the sale 
of the animals.  

Livestock: Any animal that has hooves.  

Neutered male: Any male that has been surgically sterilized.  

Nuisance: An animal shall be considered a nuisance if it:  

(1) Damages, soils, defiles or defecates on private property (other than the property 
of the owner or keeper), or public property and recreational areas;  

(2) Causes unsanitary, dangerous or offensive conditions; 

(3) Causes a disturbance by excessive barking or other noisemaking; 

(4) Molests, attacks or interferes with persons on public or private property, unless 
the animal is a guard dog actively performing its duties while confined to the 
property of the owner or keeper; or  

(5) Chases vehicles or attacks other animals. 

Owner: An owner is any person who:  

(a) Has a right of property in an animal; or 

(b) Keeps or harbors an animal or has it in the person's care. 

Performing animal exhibition: Any spectacle, display, act, or event other than circuses, 
in which performing animals are used, commercially or for profit. Not to include dog 
shows or obedience training not for profit.  
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Proper shelter: Protective covering that provides protection from all forms of weather 
and consists of at least four sides, a roof, floor and an opening for ingress and egress. It 
should be appropriately sized for the animal.  

Rescuer: Any licensed individual, partnership, organization or company that takes 
in animals and arranges placement or adoption of said spayed/neutered animals and is 
duly licensed by the state for such purposes.  

Restraint: An animal controlled by means of leash, trolley system or other like 
device, or secured inside a vehicle while being driven or parked, or within a secure 
enclosure. Voice command, using audible signals or hand signals are not viable means 
of restraint.  

Riding school or stable: Means any premises having available for hire, boarding or 
riding instruction, any horse, pony, donkey, mule or burro.  

Severe injury: A physical injury that results in death, broken bones, or disfiguring 
lacerations or requiring multiple sutures.  

Spayed female: Any female which has been surgically sterilized.  

State: The State of Georgia. 

Stray animal: Any animal running at large with no identifiable owner.  

Vicious or dangerous animal: Any animal that:  

(1) Bites or attempts to bite indiscriminately; 

(2) Has been involved in more than one biting incident; or 

(3) Is, in the opinion of an agent of the animal control authority, a potential danger 
to persons or property.  

This phrase shall not be construed to include dogs that are part of a governmental 
operation, nor a trained guard dog in performance of its duties while confined to the 
property of the owner or other responsible person.  

Town: The Town of Sharpsburg, Georgia. 

Wild animal or wildlife: Untamed animal, living in its natural state, including, but not 
limited to, alligators, crocodiles, bears, feline family (including, but not limited to, 
mountain lions, pumas, lions and tigers), canine family (including, but not limited to, 
wolves, wolf hybrids and coyotes), nonhuman primates, and snakes.  

Zoological park: Means any facility, other than a pet shop or kennel, displaying or 
exhibiting one or more species of nondomesticated animals operated by a person, 
partnership or corporation or other business entity, or government agency.  

Sec. 7-2. - Animal control: Authority; powers and duties.  
 

The animal control operates under the Coweta County Board of Commissioners 
and is under the direction of the director of the corrections division or their designee 
and shall be responsible for:  
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(1) Ensuring that all animals in the town (which has adopted the county ordinance 
and has a signed agreement with the county for animal control services) are 
duly licensed and are inoculated against rabies as required by this chapter.  

(2) Cooperating with the county health officer or the Georgia Department of 
Agriculture, animal protection investigators in the enforcement of the laws of 
the state with regard to animals, the vaccinations of dogs and cats against rabies 
and the disposition of animals found to be kept in violation of this article or the 
laws of the State of Georgia or federal law.  

(3) Investigating all complaints with regard to dogs, cats and other animals based 
upon written and signed complaint by a person willing to testify in cases that 
may be heard in the appropriate court. In case of animal cruelty, the animal 
control officer may investigate based upon what he reasonably considers is 
reliable anonymous information without requiring a written complaint from 
the person reporting the alleged animal cruelty.  

(4) Obtaining a search warrant to enter any premises upon which there is probable 
cause to believe that a violation of this chapter exists - with the search warrant, 
the animal control officer may enter the premises to examine and take custody 
of animals whenever the animal control officer determines that the action is 
appropriate to achieve the purpose of this chapter.  

(5) Pursuit of animals. In exigent circumstances the animal control officer shall be 
authorized to follow and enter upon any enclosure or lot, public or private, 
within the county or town when the animal control officer has probable cause 
to believe that an animal is rabid, abused, neglected, aggressive, dangerous, 
vicious, or an imminent threat to the health, welfare or safety of the general 
public, and to take custody of the animal, when appropriate, to achieve the 
purpose of this chapter.  

(6) Health and animal protection regulations incorporated. All rules and 
regulations of the county board of health and the Georgia Department of 
Human Resources and the Georgia Department of Agriculture - Animal 
Protection Division presently existing or as adopted in the future are 
incorporated herein by reference as though fully set forth herein.  

Sec. 7-3. - Interference with animal control officer.  
 
(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to interfere with, hinder, or molest the animal 

control officer in the performance of his/her duties or to seek to release any animal 
in his custody without his/her consent or to attempt to assist animal control officer 
without his/her consent, or to not provide the animal control officer with proper 
identification, false identification or false information or to fail to comply with the 
animal control officer’s directions or orders.  

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to interfere, damage, molest, move or remove 
any traps or restraining devices used by animal control officers or contracted 
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agency that may be used from time to time or to release any animals from any such 
traps or restraining devices.  

 

Sec. 7-4. - Nuisance animals and aggressive dogs.  
 
(a) All persons owning or controlling or in possession of an animal within the town 

shall keep the animal in such a manner so as to not create a nuisance as defined in 
this chapter. The owner or keeper, or if no owner or keeper can be found, the 
responsible person or the custodian exercising care and control over, any animal 
which causes severe injury or death to another domesticated animal shall be in 
violation of this Code section.  

(b) Animal control has the authority to order the confiscation and holding of any 
animal that, in the opinion of the animal control officer, constitutes a nuisance 
animal or aggressive dog. The animal control officer's decision to confiscate an 
animal may be appealed within two business days of the confiscation to the 
magistrate court who shall set a hearing within three business days of written 
notice of the appeal. The magistrate court shall investigate the circumstances 
surrounding the confiscation prior to the hearing and at the hearing, shall hear 
evidence from the owner, keeper, responsible person, or custodian. At the 
conclusion of the hearing, the magistrate court shall confirm or reverse the animal 
control officer's decision to confiscate and hold the animal.  

(c) Upon finding that an animal is an aggressive animal by the magistrate court, the 
animal's owner, keeper, responsible person or custodian shall be required within 30 
days to:  

(1) Confine the animal in a proper kennel approved by the animal control and post 
the said premises where the animal is located with a clearly visible sign 
warning that there is an aggressive animal located on the premises; and  

(2) Register the animal with the animal control office. The annual fee for the 
registration shall be $500.00. The animal shall be registered annually. At the 
time of registration, an animal control officer shall require evidence from the 
owner and make investigation as may be necessary to verify that the aggressive 
animal is continuing to be confined in a proper kennel and that the owner, 
keeper, responsible person or custodian is continuing to comply with the 
provisions of this section.  

Sec. 7-5. - Animal noise.  
 

No person shall keep or maintain a dog or any other animal that barks, howls, or 
otherwise makes or causes noise in excessive, continuous or untimely fashion. Excessive 
shall mean noise that is discernable and can be heard inside a neighboring residential 
dwelling by persons of ordinary sensibilities. The court shall consider untimely fashion 
in individual cases and in general consider hours that persons are at rest.  
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Sec. 7-6. - Animals to be kept under restraint.  
 

All animals shall be kept under restraint at all times by the owner/keeper. Each 
owner/keeper shall exercise proper care and control of any animals owned or kept by 
him.  

Sec. 7-7. - Running at large.  

 
(1) The owner or keeper of any animal that runs at large in the town limits shall be in 

violation of this section.  

(2) Exempt from this section are: 

(a) Those animals involved in an organized performance or training event; and 

(b) Any animal used for law enforcement purposes by a law enforcement officer. 

(3) An owner shall have a defense to being in violation of this section if he or she can 
demonstrate that a keeper is in violation of this section concerning the same 
incident.  

Sec. 7-8. - Impoundment.  
 
(1) The animal control officer or other law enforcement agency shall take unrestrained 

and nuisance or dangerous animals to the animal shelter for humane confinement.  

(2) Impounded animals shall become the sole property of the county after three 
business days. No animal will be destroyed prior to seven days unless it becomes 
necessary due to injury, sickness or the safety of staff or other persons/animals.  

(3) Any owner or potential owner of any animal impounded in the county animal 
shelter must show identification to animal shelter personnel prior to release 
showing the individual's photograph, full name and current address. Animal 
shelter personnel shall photocopy this identification and attach it to the 
impoundment/adoption certificate for further reference. All animals adopted from 
the shelter shall be accomplished by an adult of at least the age of 18 years. If a 
person is considered a renter or tenant in a property owned by other parties such as 
an apartment or mobile home park, the written approval of the landlord or tenant 
representative must be obtained and presented to animal control prior to adoption.  

(4) Notwithstanding any provision of this chapter to the contrary, animal control may 
humanely destroy any animal impounded in the animal shelter upon the verifiable 
opinion of a veterinarian that destruction of the animal is necessary to prevent 
disease or injury to the animals or to humans, the presence or threatened presence 
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of contagious disease, the likelihood of danger or injury to humans or animals, or 
any other condition and/or due to overcrowding at the animal shelter.  

(5) Notwithstanding any provision of this chapter to the contrary, a veterinarian has 
determined that he/she may humanely destroy any animal impounded in the 
animal shelter when animal control authority reasonably believes the animal has 
sustained an injury or disease which will likely result in maiming, prolonged 
and/or severe suffering or death.  

(6) No person shall adopt from animal control more than four animals in a 12-month 
period. Any person who adopts an animal from the shelter and does not complete 
the requirements of the adoption may be prohibited from adopting any further 
animals from the shelter unless the person can show cause as to why the animal 
adoption agreement could not be completed. Failure to comply with the adoption 
agreement is a violation of the provisions of this chapter and subject to the issuance 
of a citation and prosecution in magistrate court.  

(7) If any animal is identifiable by means of a tag, tattoo, microchip, or other means, the 
owner or keeper shall be notified by an impound notice conspicuously left upon the 
premises of the owner or keeper or by telephone by animal control officer or shelter 
personnel, at the earliest practical time.  

(8) Any animal being reclaimed from the animal shelter will be microchipped at the 
owner or keeper's expense. (Registration will initially be completed by shelter staff 
and after the annual renewal will be the responsibility of the owner.) This is an 
invasive procedure by way of injection and shall be performed prior to release of 
the animal.  

(9) Any animal being reclaimed from the animal shelter which has not been spayed or 
neutered is subject to having to pay an additional $100.00 fee if the animal is 
impounded for a second time, plus the animal will be spayed or neutered at the 
owner's expense. If the animal is impounded for a third time the owner will be 
subject to an additional fee of $200.00, provided that any registered breeding animal 
that is impounded will be returned to the owner without being spayed or neutered 
but will be subject to the additional fee as described above.  

(10) The owner or keeper of an impounded animal shall pay all fees associated with the 
impoundment of the animal, including, but not limited to, impoundment fee, daily 
boarding charges, additional fees and any medical services rendered while in 
impoundment.  

(11) It shall be the animal control officer's discretion to return any animal in violation of 
this section to its owner or keeper, provided that the owner or keeper is present and 
is able to safely and humanely confine or restrain the animal, provided that the 
officer is still in the vicinity of the owner's location.  
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Sec. 7-9. - Adoption.  
 
(1) Animal control may convey ownership (permit adoption of) or transfer any animal 

which has become the property of the animal control to a responsible person subject 
to such conditions as may be prescribed by animal control including, but without 
limitation, the following:  

(a) Payment of an adoption fee to be set by the county commission or other costs 
associated with the handling and care of the animal to be adopted including 
veterinary fees, microchipping and spaying or neutering, if applicable.  

(b) Adoption fees for dogs and cats shall be as determined from time to time by the 
board of commissioners and listed in the schedule of fees and charges.  

(c) For other animals, the fee is to be set by the director for animal control based on 
fair market pricing.  

(d) The adoption fee does not include costs for spaying or neutering, vaccinations 
or licensing; but an agreement must be signed by the adoptee that the animal 
will receive its spay/neuter within 14 days after the adoption, 
vaccination/shots within seven days after the adoption date unless otherwise 
provided for in this chapter.  

(e) Should the county commissioners approve a spay/neuter program; animal 
control will charge a fee for the service prior to delivering the animal to the 
adopting owner. Spay/neuter and rabies vaccines will be completed prior to an 
adoptive owner receiving their new pet. The cost of which will be determined 
by an agreement with the veterinarian and the director of corrections on a 
yearly basis.  

(2) Evidence must be presented to animal control that the animal has been examined 
by a veterinarian and vaccinations against rabies and other disease have been 
administered within seven days of the adoption date.  

(3) Evidence must be presented to animal control that the animal adopted has been 
neutered or spayed by a veterinarian within 14 days of the adoption date. The only 
exemption to this requirement is if a sworn statement from a veterinarian is 
presented that explains in detail that, for health or age reasons, the animal cannot 
be spayed or neutered and that shows a new date for spaying or neutering the 
animal.  

(4) Any person adopting an animal from animal control shall be required to sign an 
adoption agreement and abide by its provisions.  

(5) Humane societies and rescue group members are required to provide proof of up-
to-date licensing as a humane society or rescue group and an original of the 
Department of Agriculture Agency Transfer form. Adoption fees are waived but 
does not include charges for medications given or other veterinary charges 
including the microchipping of the animal(s).  
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(6) The director of animal control shall be allowed to make adoptions waiving all or 
part of the fees for cause. Cause must be stated in the adoption agreement but does 
not waive any other requirements for spay and neuter nor does it waive the 
requirement for veterinary care or microchipping.  

(7) Persons failure to comply with the above requirements will be revoked from being 
allowed to adopt any more animals from the animal shelter and may be charged for 
failure to comply by issuance of a citation and prosecution in the magistrate court.  

(8) Animal control officers may impound any animal adopted from the shelter for 
failure to comply with adoption agreements.  

Sec. 7-10. - Penalties regarding impounded animals or reclaimed animals.  
 

The owner or keeper in violation of this chapter may be subject to criminal 
prosecution and additional fines set forth by the respective court in addition to such 
fees paid for the release of the impounded animal.  

Sec. 7-11. - Acceptance of animals for euthanasia and disposal.  
 

The town request that their animals be euthanized and/or disposed by the county. 
Large agricultural animals which exceed 250 pounds will not be accepted by an animal 
control facility or the transfer station for disposal.  

(1) Fees. Fees for euthanasia and disposal of animals shall be as determined from 
time to time by the board of commissioners and listed in the schedule of fees 
and charges.  

(2) Days of acceptance. Animals which are brought to the animal shelter for 
euthanasia and disposal will be accepted on Wednesdays and Fridays at 8:00 
a.m. only. Dead animals which are brought to the transfer station for disposal 
will be accepted during the scheduled operating hours of the shelter.  

(3) Containment. All dead animals brought to the transfer station for disposal must 
be placed in a cadaver bag designed for the purpose of disposing of dead 
animals.  

Sec. 7-12. - Right of entry.  
 
(a) The animal control officers, county code enforcement officers, sheriff's deputies and 

other enforcement officers of the county are hereby authorized to enter upon any 
premises or parcel of land for the purpose of seizing and impounding any animal 
found therein or thereon to be in violation of this chapter, including, but not limited 
to, an animal that has bitten a person within ten days.  

(b) Animal control may take all necessary steps to remove any animal locked in a 
closed vehicle if the animal is subject to danger of injury due to temperature. The 
operator of the vehicle will be charged with cruelty to animals as defined in this 
chapter. No injunction or claim for damages may be placed against animal control 
or its officers for this action.  
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Sec. 7-13. - Summons.  

Animal control officers, code enforcement officers, and deputies of the county 
sheriff's office are hereby authorized to issue a summons to any person for violation of 
any provision of this ordinance. The summons shall be in a form approved by the 
county magistrate court, shall designate the offense charged, and shall require the 
person so charged to appear before the county magistrate court on a date certain to 
answer the charges therein contained.  

Sec. 7-14. - Prohibitions and restrictions in regard to animals permitted at special 
events.  
 
(a) No owner or keeper shall permit any animal, restrained or not, to be in an area in 

which a special event is being held pursuant to a special event permit issued by the 
town, unless the event specifically authorizes the presence of animals.  

(b) This section does not apply to guide, hearing, or service dogs or other dogs which 
have been trained to accompany a person with a disability while being 
accompanied by a disabled person or to any dog or horse in the custody or control 
of a law enforcement officer while the officer is in the performance of official duties.  

Sec. 7-15. - Prohibited animals.  
 
(a) No person shall keep or maintain any wild animal or exotic pet within the town 

unless the person has applicable state and federal licenses.  

(b) This section does not apply to zoological parks, performing animal acts, stable, or 
riding school, providing the same has applied for and was granted a license or 
permit.  

Sec. 7-16. - Mistreatment of animals.  
 
(a) No person shall starve, beat, neglect, ill-treat, torture, overload, overdrive, 

overwork, cruelly kill, or inflict unnecessary pain upon any animal.  

(b) No person shall leave an animal unattended in, or tethered to, a standing or parked 
motor vehicle in a manner that endangers the health of the animal or safety of the 
animal or safety of any person.  

(c) If an animal control officer finds a violation of this section, the officer shall seize and 
impound the animal and leave written notice of impoundment in a conspicuous 
location about the premises. The animal will remain as evidence at the animal 
shelter pending the court's decision. If an owner or keeper has not claimed the 
animal after a three-day impoundment period, the animal will irrevocably become 
the property of the animal shelter.  
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Sec. 7-17. - Humane treatment required.  
 
(a) No owner or keeper shall fail to provide clean fresh water, good wholesome food, 

proper shelter, and protection from the weather, veterinary care when needed to 
prevent suffering, and humane treatment. The owner or keeper must maintain a 
clean living environment free of accumulated waste and debris so that the animal 
can walk and lie down without coming into contact with any waste or debris.  

(b) Proper shelter includes a structure appropriately sized for the animal consisting of 
four sides, a roof, floor, and an opening for ingress and egress. The structure must 
adequately protect the animal from harsh weather.  

(c) No person shall crop a dog's ears or tail except by a licensed veterinarian. 

(d) No person shall give away any live animal or bird as a prize for, or as an 
inducement to enter any contest, game or other competition or as an inducement to 
enter a place of amusement or as an incentive to enter into any business agreement 
whereby the offer was for a purpose of attracting trade. This shall not apply to 
goldfish at a fair.  

Sec. 7-18. - Abandoning animals.  
 
(a) No owner or keeper shall abandon an animal. 

(b) If an animal is reasonably believed to be abandoned, a written notice must be 
placed in a conspicuous location about the property giving notice that the animal 
has been impounded and where the animal can be found for reclaiming, if 
applicable.  

(c) If within three days during which the animal shelter is open the animal has not 
been reclaimed it shall become the irrevocable property of the animal shelter and 
shall be available for adoption. The abandoned animal may be humanely destroyed 
after a minimum seven days unless authorized elsewhere in the provision of this 
chapter.  

Sec. 7-19. – Animal waste. 
 
An owner or keeper walking, exercising or otherwise having an animal outside the 
confines of their own property, whether public or private, shall carry a means to pick 
up and dispose of excreta deposited by the animal by way of, but not limited to, a scoop 
and a bag. The excreta shall be placed in a proper receptacle for disposal. No animal 
excreta shall be placed on public or private property that will cause a public or private 
nuisance. 
 
Sec. 7-20. - Animal fighting and training. 

(1)  No person shall instigate, cause to, attend, or permit any dogfight, cockfight, or any 
       other fighting between animals or between animals and humans.  
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(2)  No person shall train, have equipment to train, or permit the training of, any animal 
to attack, fight, or cause injury to any domestic animal or human on any property, 
public or private within the county or within any city so contracted to have animal 
control services provided by the county. Examples of training include, but are not 
limited to:  
(a)  Any activity designed to torment, badger, or bait any animal for purpose of 
encouraging animals to fight.  
 
(b)    The use of any weights on the animal, on the animal's tethering device, or on any 
kind of pulling structure.  
 
(c)     The use of any other animals for blood sport training. 
 
(d)    Any other activity that the primary purpose is to train animals to be aggressive or 
vicious. This does not apply to animals of licensed security companies on patrol in a 
confined area or animals used for law enforcement purposes.  
 
Sec. 7-21. – Female dogs and cats in heat. 
 
Every female dog and cat in heat shall be confined in a secure enclosure so that the 
female cannot come into contact with another animal, except for planned breeding 
purposes. 
 
Sec. 7-22. – Rabies control; proof of vaccination required. 
 
No owner or keeper shall allow any dog, cat or ferret over four months of age on any 
premises within the county or contracted city for animal control services by the county, 
unless the dog, cat, or ferret has been vaccinated against rabies. The vaccination shall be 
administered by a licensed veterinarian and the tag shall be securely attached to a collar 
or harness and be visible. The tag must match the dog, cat or ferret for which it was 
issued. In the absence of a tag, the certificate of rabies will suffice. 
 
Sec. 7-23. – Poisoning animals. 
 
It shall be unlawful to place any substance or article, which has in any manner been 
tested with any poisonous substance in any place accessible to human beings, birds, 
dogs, cats, or other animals with the intent to harm or kill animals. This section, 
however, does not preclude the use of commercially sold rodent poisons or other 
nuisance or pest control substances when applied in accordance with the 
manufacturer's directions for such use or licensed exterminators using poison as a pest 
control program. 
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Sec. 7-24. – Disposal of dead animals. 
 
The bodies of dead animals shall be disposed of by the owner or keeper. The owner or 
keeper shall not allow under any circumstances, a dead animal to remain outdoors on 
his/her property for longer than 24 hours unless buried. 
 
Sec. 7-25. – Tethering of animals prohibited; exceptions. 
 
(a)  No person shall tether, fasten, chain, tie, or restrain an animal, or cause such 
restraining of an animal, to a tree, fence, post, dog house, or other stationary object, 
except as noted in (b).  
 
(b)  No person shall tether, fasten, chain, tie, or restrain an animal, or cause such 
restraining of an animal, unless on a cable trolley system, that allows movement of the 
animal, and unless the length of the cable along which the tethering device can move is 
at least ten feet, and the tethering device is of such length that the animal is able to 
move ten feet away from the cable perpendicularly. No animal may be attached to such 
a cable trolley system for more than four hours nor from 10:00 p.m. until 6:00 a.m. The 
owner/keeper must be present on the property or premises where the cable trolley 
system is located when the animal is attached thereto.  
 
(c)  No person shall tether, tie, stake, or chain any animal where the animal can obstruct, 
block, or hamper the normal use of any public property or private property without the 
landowner's consent.  
 
(d)  No person shall tether, tie, stake or chain any animal to metering device or attempt 
to obstruct the device such that it prevents any service to be read, disconnected, shut off 
or interrupted.  
 
(e)  It is unlawful to attach a chain or wire or other tethering device to, or cause such 
attachment to a choke-type or pronged collar.  
 
(f)  It is unlawful to attach a chain or wire or other tethering device in such manner that 
does not allow the animal access to food, water or proper shelter.  
 
(g)  It shall be unlawful for any chain or wire or other restraining device used in a cable 
trolley system to exceed 1/8 of the animal's weight. 
 
Sec. 7-26. – Performing animal exhibits. 
 
(a)  It shall be unlawful for any animal exhibit or circus to induce or encourage animals 
to perform through the use of chemical, mechanical, electrical, or manual devices in a 
manner that will cause or is likely to cause harm to the animal.  
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(b)  All equipment used on performing animals shall fit properly and be in good 
working order.  
 
(c)  Animal control officers may inspect any animal exhibit or circus to ensure 
compliance to this chapter.  
 
(d)  Failure to comply with this chapter may result in impoundment of the animal(s) 
and/or the issuance of citations. 
 
Sec. 7-27. – Commercial animal establishments. 
 
(a)  It shall be required that any and all commercial animal establishments have a 
license issued by the county or city to conduct business within the county or those cities 
that have contracted for animal control services within their respective city limits.  
 
(b)  An application shall be submitted to the county, pay all applicable fees for a period 
of one year beginning with the date of issuance of the license, an inspection of said 
business will be conducted within 30 days after issuance of the license by the business 
license tax department.  
 
(c)  Humane societies and rescue groups are required to obtain a business license from 
the county or city business license tax office.  
 
(d)  As a condition of the issuance of the license, the animal control officer is granted 
permission to inspect the establishment to ensure all animals meet the standards set 
forth in this chapter.  
 
(e)  If permission is not granted at time of inspection, the license and permit may be 
revoked.  
 
(f)  No person who has been found guilty of cruelty to animals or who has given false 
information on an application shall be issued a license or permit. 
 
Sec. 7-28. – Revocation of commercial animal establishment license. 
 
(a)  Any commercial animal establishment, humane society, or rescue group which fails 
to comply with the standards of this chapter or any laws governing the protection and 
humane treatment of animals may have their license revoked.  
 
(b)  When any commercial animal establishment, humane society or rescue group 
license is revoked, all of the animals covered by the license will become the property of 
the animal shelter and will be the sole discretion of the director of the animal shelter to 
place the animals for adoption or humanely euthanize the animals. 
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Sec. 7-29. – Animal breeders. 
 
Any person or business entity that owns unaltered animals for the purposes of breeding 
must be registered with animal control and licensed by the Georgia Department of 
Agriculture with a copy provided to the animal control office within 30 days of 
issuance. This shall be recorded when licenses are issued and will be subject to an 
additional charge.  
 
Any registered breeding animal that is impounded will be returned to the owner 
without being spayed or neutered unless otherwise instructed by the respective court. 
 
Sec. 7-30. – Disposition of feral or dangerous animals. 
 
Any animal that is feral, wild or otherwise dangerous to the animal shelter staff, and in 
the opinion of animal control, is dangerous to the safety and welfare of the animal 
shelter staff to provide basic sustenance and shelter, the three-day hold period may be 
waived and the animal shall be humanely euthanized. Except for the following:  
 
(a)  Any animal being held as evidence. 
 
(b)  Any animal taken pursuant to a search warrant. 
 
(c)  Any animal being held pending court disposition. 
 
(d)  Any animal held for quarantine. 
 
Sec. 7-31. – Transportation of animals. 
 
No person driving a motor vehicle shall transport any animal in the open back of the 
vehicle in a space intended for any load on the vehicle on a highway unless the space is 
enclosed or has side and tail racks to an appropriate height, or the animal is cross-
tethered to the vehicle, or is protected by a secured container or cage, in a manner 
which will prevent the animal from being thrown, falling, or jumping from the vehicle. 
 
Miscellaneous provisions.  
 
(a) This article is adopted pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 4-8-20 et seq. to implement the duties 

for which the town is responsible under state law. This article shall not be 
construed to impose any additional duties or liability on the town or on its officers, 
council members, and employees or to waive any immunity which is currently 
provided by law. 

(b) This Ordinance is patterned after Coweta County’s Animal Control Ordinance at 
Chapter 10 of the County’s Code of Ordinances as it exists on the date hereof. Upon 
the County amending, deleting, supplementing said Chapter 10 of Coweta’s Code, 
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this Chapter 7 of the town’s Code shall likewise be amended, deleted, or 
supplemented. 

 
SECTION THREE 

 
 This Ordinance shall become immediately effective upon its second reading and 
adoption by the Town Council. 
 

SECTION FOUR 
 
 The Preamble of this Ordinance shall be construed to be, and is hereby 
incorporated by reference as if fully set out herein. 
 

SECTION FIVE 
 
 The sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses, and phrases of this Ordinance are 
severable, and if any phrase, sentence, paragraph, or section of this Ordinance shall be 
declared illegal by the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, 
such an illegality shall not affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, 
paragraph, and sections of this Ordinance. 
 

SECTION SIX 
 
 This ordinance is hereby codified as Chapter 7 in the Town of Sharpsburg’s Code 
of Ordinances. 
 
 

SECTION SEVEN 
 

 All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby expressly 
repealed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[signatures on following page] 
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Instructions: 
 
Answer each question below, attaching additional pages as necessary.  Please note that any changes to the answers provided will require an update of the 
service delivery strategy.  If the contact person for this service (listed at the bottom of this page) changes, this should be reported to the Department of 
Community Affairs.  

 

COUNTY:COWETA 
1. What incompatibilities or conflicts between the land use plans of local governments were identified in the process of 
developing the service delivery strategy?  
No incompatibilties or conflicts were identified. 
 
 
 
 

2. Check the boxes indicating how these incompatibilities or conflicts were addressed:  

  Amendments to existing comprehensive plans 

  Adoption of a joint comprehensive plan  

  Other measures (amend zoning ordinances, add environmental regulations, etc.)  
       
 If “other measures” was checked, describe these measures:   
Describe "Other" Measures Here 
 

3.  What policies, procedures and/or processes have been established by local governments (and water and sewer 
authorities) to ensure that new extraterritorial water and sewer service will be consistent with all applicable land use plans 
and ordinances?  Coweta County and its municipalites shall follow the process outlined in state law with respect to 
annexations. 
 

4. Person completing form: Shannon Zerangue, County Clerk 
 

Phone number: 770.254.2601          Date completed: October 20, 2016 
 
5. Is this the person who should be contacted by state agencies when evaluating whether proposed local   government 

projects are consistent with the service delivery strategy? Yes No 
 
If not, provide designated contact person(s) and phone number(s) below: 

   MICHAEL FOUTS, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR, 770.254.2601 

 

SERVICE DELIVERY STRATEGY  

FORM 3:  Summary of Land Use Agreements 

Page 1 of 1 

If the necessary plan amendments, 
regulations, ordinances, etc. have not yet 

been formally adopted, indicate when 
each of the affected local governments 

will adopt them. 

NOTE: 




