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Director of Office of Construction Codes and Research
Department of Community Affairs
60 Executive Park South, NE

Atlanta, GA, 30329
To Whom it May Concern:

This letter serves as notice that the City of Senoia has adopted the water efficiency code
requirements to local plumbing code s as required by the Metropolitan North Georgia
Water Planning District and Georgia Environmental Protection Division for Metro Water
District members. Included in this letter is the signed Model Findings Resolution by the
City’s Mayor, William, Dub, Pearman.

Regards,

¢

Jessica Cox

Water System Supervisor

The City of Senoia * P.O. Box 310 * Senoia, GA 30276
TEL: 770-599-3679 « FAX: 770-599-0855
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24-03
Model Findings Resolution

FINDINGS ON PROPQOSED LOCAL AMENDMENT TO PLUMBING CODE FOR WATER EFFICIENCY
SUBMISSION OF PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO BCA

WHEREAS, the current minimum water efficiency requirements for buildings In the Clty of
Senoia is the Georgla State Minimum Standard Plumbing Code {“Georgia Plumbing Code”) as approved
and adopted by the Georgla Department of Community Affalrs {“DCA”) from time to time;

WHEREAS, the City of Senoia, like all local governments in the $tate of Georgia, Is authorized
under 0.C.G.A. § 8-2-25(c) to adopt local requirements when needed that are more stringent than the
Georgia Plumbing Code based on local climatic, geolagic, topographic, or public safety factors;

WHEREAS, the long-term avallabllity, reliability, and resiliency of water supplles s a critical need
of the fLocal Government] and water efflciency Is essential to meeting this need;

WHEREAS, the “Local Amendments to Plumbing Code” shown In the redline in Attachment A are
mare stringent than the Georgla Plumbing Code on water efficacy because the amendments require
even mote efficient uses of water and provide clarifications on exlsting allowable practices;

WHEREAS, based on Its local climatic, geologic, topographic factors included in the reglonal
water resources plan prepared by the Metropolitan North Georgla Water Planning District {(“Metro
Water District"}, of which the Clty of Senola Is a part, water conservation Is especially important to City
of Senoia and the Metro Water District;

WHEREAS, the City of Senoia has become aware that more water efficient technofogies have
become widely avallable at comparable prices and performance to the water efficient technologles
currently requlred as the minimum In the Georgia Plumbing Code;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

1. The governing body cf the City of Sencla finds that, based on local climatic, geographic,
topographic, and public safety factors included in the Metro Water Distrlct's plans, it is justified in
adopting local water efficiency requirements more stringent that the Georgla Plumbing Code;

2. The Clty of Senoia s considering codlfying these water efflclency requirements in local code
as an amendment to Georgla Plumbing Code In the form of the Local Amendments to Plumbing Code
shown in the redline in Attachment A; and

3. The City of Senola is directing its staff to submit this resolutlon and the Lacal Amendments to
Plumbing Code to DCA for review and comment within 60 days as required by 0.C.G.A. § 8-2-25{c}(1).



Resolved this q day of February 2024.

«U[«Jﬂ;ﬂ

Dub Pearman, Mayor

ynn Carter, City Clerk

“mmmuh



Att ent A
LOCAL AMENDMENT TO PLUMBING CODE FOR WATER EFFICIENCY

Metro Water District = Water Efficiency Code Requirements
Local Amendment to Plumbing Code

[NOTE: The redfines in this locaf amendment show the changes Included in the Metro Water Disirict —
Water Efficlency Code Requirements compared to the current Georgia State Minimum Standard
Plumbing Code. To adopt this local ordinance, the tracked changes should all be accepted.]

Amendment to local code of ordinances fChapter X, Article Y, Section Z-2], Effective January 1, 2024, the
Georgia State Minimum Standard Plumbing Code has been amended by the [local government] as
O OW S
Chapter 2, Sectlon 202 General Deflnitions. Add in alphabeticaf order and revise, as applicable, the
following definitions:

IKITCHEN FAUCET OR KITCHEN FAUCET REPLACEMENT AERATOR. A kitchen faucet or kitchen
faucet replacement aerator that allows a flow of no more than 1.82:0 gallons of water par minute
ata pressure of 60 pounds per square inch and conforms to the applicabl irements in ASME

A112.18.1/CSA B125.1.

LAVATORY FAUCET OR LAVATORY FAUCET REPLACEMENT AERATOR. A lavatory faucet or
lavatary faucet replacement aerator that allows a flow of no more than 1.25 gallons per minute
ata pressure of 60 pounds per square inch and is listed to the WaterSense High Efficiency Lavatory
Faucet Specification,

LANDSCAPE IRRIGATION.

Flow sensor. An inline device in a landscape irrigation system that produces a
repeatable signal proportional to flow rate.

Lawn or landscape [rrigation system. An assembly of component parts that is
permanently installed for the controlled distribution of water to irrigate landscapes such
as ground cover, trees, shrubs, and other plants. Lawn and Landscape Irrigation Systern
refer to the same system.

Master shut-off valve. An automatic valve such as a gate valve, ball valve, or butterfiy
valve) installed as part of the landscape irrlgation system capable of b automaticall
closed by the WaterSense controller. When this valve is closed water will not be supplied
Lo the landscape irrigation system.

Pressure repulating device. A device designed to maintain pressure within the fandscape

Irrigation system at the manufacturer's recommended operating pressure and that

It s against sudden spikes or drops from the water sourca.
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in sensor shut-off. An electric device that detects and measures rainfall amounts and

overrides the cy¢le of a landscape irrigation system so as to turn off such system when a

redet d amount of rain h llen.
WaterSense ation controller. Is a weather-based or soil moisture-hased ir| fo}
controllers labeled under the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s \WaterSen

vhich includes standalone cantroll d-on devices, and plug-in devices that

use current weather data as a basis for scheduling irrigation.
WaterSense spray sprinkler bodies. A sprinkler body with Integral pressure regulation,
enerating_ontimal water spray and coverage labeled under the U.S. Environment

Protection Agency’s WaterSense program.

SHOWER HEAD. A shower head that allows a flow of no more than the average of 2,05 gallons of

water per minute at 860 pounds per square inch of pressure, -and-Is listed In the WaterSense
Specification for Showerheads, and me artment Definition of En definition of

showerhead.

Chapter 6, Section 6§04.4 Maximum Flow and Water Consumption. Revise Sectlon 604.4 to read as
follows:

Consistent with the general approach taken in Georgia, these Maximum Flo Water C
requirements and related definitions in Section 604.4 of the plumbing code shall apply to all plumbing

systems, including theose in one- and two-family dwellings. The maximum water consumptlon flow rates
and quantities for all plumblng fixtures and fixture fittings shall be in accordance with Table 604.4.

Exceptions:

1. Blowout deslgn water closets having a water consumption not greater than 3Y/; gallons (13 L)
per flushing cycle.

2. Vegetable sprays.

3. Clinlcal sinks having a water consumption not greater than 4'/; gallons (17 L} per flushing cycle.
4. Laundry tray sinks and ~Sservice sinks,

5. Emergency showers and eve wash stations.

TABLE 604.4
MAXIMUM FLOW RATES AND CONSUMPTION FOR
PLUMBING FIXTURES AND FIXTURE FITTINGS

PLUMBING FIXTURE MAXIMUM FLOW RATE

OR FIXTURE FITTING OR QUANTITY"

Lavatory faucet and WaterSense Labeled &
replacement aerators, private 1,25 gpm at 60 psi'

Lavatory faucet, public
{metering)}

0.25 gallon per metering cycle




Lavatory, public

{other than metering) 0.5 gem at 60 psi

aterSen beled B

Showerhead® 2:52.0 gpm at 8060 psif
Kitchen Sink-faucet and 2
replacement aerators 201.8 gom at 60 psl
Urinal 0.5 gallon per flushing cycle’

< d
Water closet 1.28 gallons pe:'tlushlng cycle

For 5k 1 gallon = 3,785 L, 1 gallon per minute = 3.785 L/m,
1 pound per sguare inch = 6.895 kPa.

a. A hand-held shower spray is a shower head. As polnt of clarification, multiple shower heads

may be installed In a single shower enclosure so long as each shower head indlvid ets the
maximum flow rate, the WaterSense reguirements, and the US Departrment of Energy definition

of showerhead. However, multiple shower heads are not recommended for water efficiency
purposes.

b. Consumption tolerances shall be determined from referenced standards.

c. For flushometer valves and flushometer tanis, the average flush volume shall not exceed 1,28
gallons.

d. For single flush water closets, Including gravity, pressure assisted and electro-hydraulic tank
types, the average flush volume shall not exceed 1.28 gallons.

e. For dual flush water closets, the average flush volume of two reduced flushes and one full flush
shall not exceed 1.28 gallons.

f. See 2014 GA Amendment to Section 301.1.2 'Waiver from requirements of high efficiency
plumbing fixturas'.

. Kitchen faucets are permitted to tem rily increase the flow above the maximum rate, but
not to exceed 2.2 gpm (8.3 L/m) at 60 psi (414 kPa) and_must revert to a maximum flow rate of
1.8 gpm (6.8 L/m) at 60 psi (414 kPa) upon valve closure,

604.4.1 Clothes Washers. Resldential clothes washers shall be in accordance with the Energy Star
program requirements.

£04.4.2 Cooling Tower Water Efficiency.



604.4. Oncea- Y I Once-th coolin 5 otable is
rohibited

604.4.2.2 Cooling Towers and Evaporative Coolers. Cooling towers and evaporative

| 1 | eup water and blow e 0 ivit:
controllers and overflow alarms. Cooling towers shall b ipped with efficiency drift
elimina hieve drift reduction to 0.002 percent of the circulated water yolume

for counterflow towers and 0,005 percent for crossflow towers.

604.4.2.3 Cooling Tower Makeup Water. Water used for air conditioning, cooling towers

all not be dischar here th ness of the hasin water is han 1500 my
Exception: Whe of the following conditions of the basin water are present:
uspended solid ed 25 ppm, € xceeds m, chlorides exceed 250 pom,

sulfates exceed 250 ppm, or silica exceeds 150 ppm.

604.4.3 Landscape Irrigat] stem Efficiency Requlrements. The reguirements in Section
604.4.3 apply to all new landscape Irrigation svstems connected to the public water system except
hose d for agricultural tions as defined in the Official Code of Geo ion 1-3-3
b} used for golf courses, and (c) de u blic source. Nothing in this Code
or this Section .3 Is intended to require t andscape irrigation ems m e installed
atall premi landscape Irrigation & eguire in this Section 4.3 apply ont
when someone voluntarily choases, or is otherwise reguir me requirement beyond thi
Code, to install a landscape irrigation systern on premises.

604.4.3.1 Avolding Water Waste ign. All new cape jrrigation systems
all adhere to the followi i dards:

1. Pop- sprinkler heads shall -up to a helght above vegetation level of not
less than four (4) inches above the soll lev en emitting water.
2. Pop-up spray heads or rota inkler heads m irect flow m an
adjacent surfaces and must not be instailed closer than four inches from Impervious
surfaces.
JAreas less than ten {10) feet In width in any directi all be irrigated with

subsurface Irrigation or by other means that produces no overspray or runoff,
4. Narrow or irregular shaped landscaped areas, less than four (4) feet in any
direction across opoaosin undaries shall not be irr by any irrlgatio
ission device exce b-surface or low flow emitters with flow rates not to
allons per hour

604.4.3.2 Landscape | tio em Required Components. All new landscape
irrigatiol tems shall include the following components:

1. A rain sensor shut-off installed In an area th unobstructed by trees, roof over

hangs, or anything else that might block rain from tri ing the rain sensor shutoff,
aster shut- Ive for each controller installed as ¢lose as possible to the poin

of connection of the water but downstream of the backflow prevention assembly,

3. ure-regulati vices such as valve pressure regulators, sprinkler head

pressure regulators, inline pressure regulators, WaterSense spray sprinkler bodies, or



other devices shall be installed as needed to achieve the manufacturer’s

re nded prassure range at the emission devices for optimal performance
4. E t for lan e _irrigation syste erving a single-family home, all other -
systems must also include:
a 1Sen igati ntrol
b) at least one flow sensor, which must be installed at or near the su oin
of the land irrigation syste d shall In ith the contral
that when connected to the WaterSense controller will detect and report high
flow conditions to such controller and automatically shut master valves. The flow
r estoaldind ing leaks orab | flow conditlons by suspendin
irrigation. High flow itions _should conslstent manufactur,
C endations 3 ecifications.

Chapter 13 NONPOTABLE WATER SYSTEMS, Section 1304 Reclalmed Water Systems. Revise Section
1304.3.2 to read as follows:

1304.3.2 Connectlons to water supply. Reclalmed water provided from a reclaimed wastewater
treatment systemfaeiity permitted by the Environmental Protection Divislon may be used to
supply water closets, urinals, trap primers for floor drains and floor sinks, water features and
other uses approved by the Authority Havlng Jurisdiction, in motels, hotels, apartment and
condominlum bulldings, and commerclal, Industrial, and institutional buildings, where the
Individual guest or occuipant does not have access to plumbing. Also, other systems that may
use a lesser quality of water than potable water such as water chillers, carwashes or an
Industrlal process may be supplied with reclaimed water provided from a reclalmed wastewater
treatment facllity permitted by the Environmental Protectlon Division, The use of reclaimed
water sourced from any new private reclaimed wastewater treatment system for outdoor
irrigation shall be limited to golf courses and agriculture operations as defined in the Official

Code of Georgla Section 1-3-3, and such reclaimed water shall not be approved for use for
irrigating any other outdoar landsc uch as ground 1, tree, shrubs, or r plants. Th
limitations do not apply to reclaimed water sourced from existing private reclaimed water
systems or from existing or new, governmentally-owned reclaimed wastewater treatment
systems.

Appendix E, Section E102.1.2. Revise Sectlon £.101.1.2 to read as follows:

Because of the variable conditlons encountered In hydraulic design, it is Impractical to specify
definite and detailed rules for sizing of the water piping system. Accordingly, other sizing or design
methods conforming to good engineering practice standards are acceptable alternatives to those
presented herein, Without limiting the faregoing, such acceptable design methods may include
fi Iti-family buildings the Peak Water Demand Calculator from the IAPMO/ANSI 2020 Water
Efficiency and Sanitation Standard for the Built Environment, which accounts for the demands of
water-consenving plumbing fixtures, fixture fittings, an liances. if future versions of the Peak
Water Demand Caleulator including other building types, such as commercial, such updated

verslon shall be an acceptable design method.




Fwd: Metro Water District-Water Efficiency Code Requirements

Harold Simmons <hsimmons@senoia.com>
Sat 12/16/2023 3:34 PM

To:Jimmy Hall <jhall@senoia.com>;Jessie Cox <jcox@senoia.com>

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message: FYI

From: Dub Pearman <dpearman@senoia.com>

Date: December 15, 2023 at 10:43:38 AM EST

To: Harold Simmons <hsimmons@senoia.com>, Jeff Fisher <jfisher@senoia.com>
Subject: Fwd: Metro Water District-Water Efficiency Code Requirements

Evidently this is something that needs attention by everyone in the county, but | don’t
think we'll meet the January deadline.

Get Outlook for i0OS

From: Celine Benoit <CBenoit@atlantaregional.org>

Sent: Friday, December 15, 2023 9:13:54 AM

To: Dub Pearman <dpearman@senoia.com>

Subject: Metro Water District-Water Efficiency Code Requirements

Good morning,

At this week's District Board meeting, staff presented an update on the progress of local
governments within the District and the adoption of the Metro Water District-Water Efficiency
Code Requirements under the 2022 Water Resources Management Plan.

During the meeting, a request was made to notify District Board members whose local
government(s) have not yet completed the local amendment process as recorded by the
Department of Community Affairs (DCA) website.

Here is a list of local governments within your county that have not yet passed the local
amendment.
Coweta
Grantville
Haralson
Moreland
Senoia
Sharpsburg
Turin




Below you will find additional guidance and information on the process of passing the local
amendment on the Metro Water District-Water Efficiency Code Requirements to ensure
compliance under Action Item: Wate Supply and Water Conservation-8.

Earlier this year, the District sent out an email regarding the requirements of the 2022 Water
Resources Management Plan update (pdf). The email included a reminder that all
communities in the 15-county region are required to adopt the Metro Water District-Water
Efficiency Code Requirements per Action Item: Water Supply Water Conservation-8 (page 5-
55 of the Plan). Under this Action Item, local governments must adopt Metro Water District-
Water Efficiency Code Requirements (docx) by January 1, 2024, without modification, as a
local amendment to the Georgia State Minimum Standard Plumbing Code.

While we understand that some communities may not be on schedule to meet this deadline,
the District would like to emphasize that it is more important to begin the process of passing
the local amendment than to meet the deadline of January 1, 2024 in a rush approval
process. We recognize that these processes take time and internal discussions are required.
The District appreciates the efforts and work you are putting forth to facilitate the passing of
the amendment. Please know that there are no immediate repercussions if the deadline is
not met. Verification of compliance for this Action Item occurs when your local government
undergoes its next EPD audit process for compliance with the District's Water Resource
Management Plan.

As a reminder of the adoption process for the local Metro Water District Water Efficiency
Code requirement, please see below:

You are required to submit the amendment to the Department of Community Affairs (DCA)
60 days prior to the adoption of the amendment in accordance with O.C.G.A. § 8-2-25(c).
Per Georgia code, the amendment must include justification for the proposed amendment for
which the District has included a "Model Findings Resolution" for local adoption (Page 6 of
the Word document) and delivery to DCA (DCA's address provided below). DCA will have 60
days to review and comment on the proposed amendment. DCA may respond in three ways;
1. Recommend adoption, 2. Provide no comment/recommendation, 3. Recommend it not be
adopted. Please note that the District does not anticipate a response from DCA to your
community for these requests, but in the event that DCA’'s Codes Section recommends that
the Water Efficiency Plumbing Code Amendments should not be adopted, District staff will
work with the local government on a resolution that addresses the concerns expressed by
the DCA Codes Section and sets forth the basis for the local government voting to proceed
as allowed pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 8-2-25(c)(3).

A final "Model Adoption Resolution” (docx) (Page 8 of the Word document) is also provided.
Following final adoption, you must file the adopted amendment with DCA before it can
become effective.

To summarize:

1. Review the required redlines (with no modifications) to your local plumbing
code along with the Model Findings Resolution and Model Adoption
Resolution (See attached Word document).

2. Adopt the Model Findings Resolution at least 60 days prior to formal adoption
of the efficiency codes.

3. Submit the proposed amendment to DCA with the Model Findings Resolution
to the following address:



Department of Community Affairs,
ATTN: Director, Office of Construction Codes and Research
60 Executive Park South, NE, Atlanta, GA 30329

4. Following the 60-day DCA review period, adopt the local amendment using the
Model Adoption Resolution provided and submit a final copy back to DCA to
the following address:

Department of Community Affairs,
ATTN: Director, Office of Construction Codes and Research
60 Executive Park South, NE, Atlanta, GA 30329

If you have not already begun this process, we recommend doing so as soon as possible so
you will stay in good faith compliance with the District's Plan for your next Georgia EPD
audit. An infographic (pdf) and FAQ (docx) of talking points and implementation guidance are
provided to facilitate any needed discussions.

The District is currently working on an additional FAQ related to the implementation of the
Water Efficiency Code requirements.

If we can help in any way, please reach out to Celine Benoit at chenoit@atlantaregional.org
or 470-378-1569

PHONE: 470-378-1569
EMAIL: Chenoit@atlantaregional.org
ADDRESS: International Tower

229 Peachtree St NE,

Suite 100

Atlanta, Georgia 30303




