SUMMARY OF PROPOSED NATIONAL REGISTER/GEORGIA REGISTER NOMINATION
Name: Thomson Commercial Historic District (Boundary Increase, Boundary Decrease, Additional Documentation)
Location: Thomson, McDuffie County 
Description: The Thomson Commercial Historic District, located about 35 miles west of Augusta, encompasses the intact historic resources of downtown Thomson and is centered around the original axis of the town as determined by the crossing of the Georgia Railroad and Wrightsboro Road. The Railroad Depot (1860, enlarged 1904 and 1908) sits close to the center of the district.  Thomson has no central town square or common area, and according to “Georgia Community Development and Morphology of Community Types.” is classified as a cross-rail town. The commercial buildings are primarily one- and two-story masonry buildings of the single-retail, multiple retail, one-part, and two-part commercial block types. Most storefronts are simple in design and are flush to the sidewalk. The Thomson Commercial Historic District retains a high degree of integrity of location, design, setting, materials, feeling, workmanship, and association. 
Period of Significance: 1854-1973
NR Criteria & Areas of Significance: Criterion A: Commerce, Community Planning & Development 
				      Criterion C: Architecture

Statement of Significance: The district is locally significant under criterion A in the area of commerce as the historic commercial center for McDuffie County, and adjacent rural counties. The district is locally significant under criterion A in the area of community planning and development as a town where increased dependence on the automobile in the mid-twentieth century influenced customer shopping habits and impacted the traditional town plan. The Knox Shopping Center (1956+) is the most significant change to the pattern of development in the District. The old Knox Hotel on Main Street, demolished in 1955, made way for a planned shopping center, plentiful off-street parking, dedicated sidewalks, repurposed former rear entrances of earlier buildings, and an arcade as a unifying design element linking both existing and new construction. Elsewhere in the district, other development also accommodated automobile users including First National Bank (1963), and Bank of Thomson (1966) offering drive-through banking services and dedicated parking. In 1971, the United States Post Office moved off of Main Street into a newer building providing dedicated parking not only for customers but also for mail carriers utilizing motorized vehicles. The district is locally significant under criterion C in the area of architecture as a commercial district characterized by excellent examples of eclectic architectural styles including Beaux Arts, Greek Revival, Colonial Revival Mission Revival, Art Deco, and Moderne.
Suggested Level of Significance: Local
Sponsor: The nomination is sponsored by Forward McDuffie, … and nomination materials were prepared by Ethos Preservation, LLC 
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