SUMMARY OF PROPOSED NATIONAL REGISTER/GEORGIA REGISTER NOMINATION

Name: South-View Cemetery

Location: 1990 Jonesboro Rd, SE; Atlanta, Fulton County

[bookmark: _Hlk112219326]Description: Chartered in 1886, South-View Cemetery is a 101-acre cemetery five miles south of downtown Atlanta. With approximately 80,000 graves, the cemetery adds on average 400 burials annually. The cemetery’s burial ground, its governing board, and its corporate charter were established by a group of far-sighted African American businessmen resulting in what is today a landscape that represents a compelling narrative of Georgia’s Black history.
 
Acreage & Boundary Explanation: 101 acres

Period of Significance: 1886-1977

NR Criterion & Area of Significance: Criterion A: Commerce; Criterion A: Ethnic Heritage: Black and Social History; and Criterion Consideration D: Cemetery 
 
Statement of Significance: South-View Cemetery is significant under Criterion A at the state level in the area of Commerce as the cemetery’s private stock corporation created what is understood to be, based on oral histories and available documentation, the first privately owned Black cemetery corporation in post-Civil War Georgia. Because this corporate charter was a stock-based arrangement wherein individuals were able to secure a commodity that could then be sold or passed on as inheritance, the corporation and the cemetery itself presented an opportunity for Black Georgians to acquire, accumulate, and transfer wealth. This action secured and solidified an investment opportunity for a group of people who were limited in their options to participate in the state’s broader economy. The cemetery is also significant under Criteria A at the local level in the area of Ethnic Heritage: Black and Social History as Atlanta’s first private cemetery incorporated and owned by African Americans serving as a safe and dignified place in which to bury loved ones, thereby serving as the final resting place of a diverse group of Atlanta’s and Georgia’s influential African Americans.

Sponsor: The nomination is sponsored by Atlanta Preservation Center and materials were prepared by Verity Works, Co.

[image: A picture containing map

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
		Summary prepared Feb 2026/cac
image1.png
soruan) R sournarunty ©

) s,

priin Y
o s

PR O 8

>0,

e

i s
G T
i
£ H
i Y
% o]
. i

«Google Maps

© vl

|1
i widiers ©)

]

0 e o

A

(S e
I/ e
} -
© S -

e

) ‘mw




