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This presentation is about the mid-20th-century Split-Level House in Georgia. 
 
The history of Split-Level Houses nationally  is covered in a companion presentation 
entitled άΧ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊǳƴƴŜǊ-up is: the split-level house, Mid-20th-Century Split-Level 
IƻǳǎŜǎΥ ! bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ hǾŜǊǾƛŜǿΦέ 
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[ŜǘΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻǳǊ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ōȅ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ 
ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ DŜƻǊƎƛŀΩǎ {Ǉƭƛǘ-Level Houses ...  
 
from the mid-1950s through the 1960s, 
when they were most popular ...  
 
to get a sense of the nature and the variety 
of these houses. 
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IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ {Ǉƭƛǘ-Level Houses 
from this period. 
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Wǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ DŜƻǊƎƛŀΩǎ wŀƴŎƘ IƻǳǎŜǎΣ Ƴŀny of its 
mid-century Split-Levels are plain-style red-
brick houses ς like this one, from 1956, with 
a narrow two-story section ... 
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and this one, from the same time period, 
with a wider two-story section. 
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Somewhat common is the Colonial Revival-
style Split-Level House, characterized by a 
tightly controlled overall form, multi-light 
double-hung sash windows with shutters, 
and a paneled front door with sidelights 
(often flanked by "coach" lights). 
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Here's an unusual variant of the Colonial 
Revival style, with a columned portico. 
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Also making a good showing during this 
time was the California Contemporary-style 
Split-Level House. 
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This version appears to have been inspired 
by the Eichler-style Ranch Houses with their 
broad gable roofs and exposed roof beams. 
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Here's an over-the-top butterfly-roofed 
example from 1961 in southwest Atlanta. 
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These Contemporary-style Split-Level 
Houses often attract attention today ... 
although they were the exception rather 
than the rule in their time. 
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Split-Level Houses like this one are more of 
the rule, particularly from the 1950s, and 
especially in the Atlanta metropolitan area. 
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Design refereƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ CǊŀƴƪ [ƭƻȅŘ ²ǊƛƎƘǘΩǎ 
earlier mid-western Prairie-style houses 
show up on Split-Level Houses, in brick skirt 
walls and contrasting horizontal window-
walls , just as they did with Ranch Houses Χ 
 
sometimes quite subtly, as in this case in 
DeKalb County ... 
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and sometimes pretty overtly, as in this case 
in Savannah. 
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IŜǊŜϥǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƎƻƻŘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ²ǊƛƎƘǘΩǎ 
design influence on a mid-century Split-
Level House. 
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For the Split-Level House, this treatment 
was particularly effective in visually 
"lowering" the profile of the sometimes 
bulky-looking two-story section. 
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Throughout this period, Split Levels 
appeared in a range of sizes, from the 
relatively small ... 
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through the medium-sized ... 
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to the quite large. 
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Most were mid-sized, middle-of-the-road, 
middle-class houses. 
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The early 1960s saw two new developments 
in Split-Level House design: 
 
One was the Split-Level House with two 
contrasting exterior materials and colors, 
emphasizing its distinct form. 
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Here's another example, a little more 
subtle. 
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This architectural treatment may be a cross-
over from the popular two-tone color 
schemes on cars of the time. 
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The other early 1960s development was a 
new version of the Contemporary-style Split 
Level with a distinctive "carpenter" or 
"Western rustic" aesthetic. 
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Some Split Levels from the 1960s also 
borrowed heavily from Ranch House design 
motifs ... like this Eichler-inspired Split Level 
design with its broad, low roofline. 
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But never out of sight  was the more 
subdued all-brick Split Level, often with its 
windows trimmed with shutters ... 
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But also in a simple, plain, unornamented 
version, relying on its basic form and the 
pattern of windows and doors for its 
contemporary architectural character 
(similar to the popular plain-style red-brick 
Ranch Houses of the time). 
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By now you're probably thinking that surely 
we've seen them all ... 
  
But -- we haven't. 
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We've been looking at houses that 
characterized the hey-day of the Split-Level 
House in Georgia -- from the mid-1950s to 
the early 1970s. 
  
There are still a few things we haven't seen, 
from the earliest days of the Split Level in 
our state. 
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For example, we know from their physical 
presence that a few Split-Level houses were 
built before the hey-day of the mid-1950s.   
 
This modest split-level was built  in 
Savannah's Fairway Oaks neighborhood in 
1953 ... 
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as was this unusual Modern-style one. 
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This Split Level, stepping down in half-story 
levels on its sloping lot, was built in the 
Overlook neighborhood of Macon in 1950.   
 
It is quite possibly the first Contemporary-
style Split-Level House in Georgia. 
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We also know from documentary evidence 
that Split-Level Houses were built in the 
early 1950s. 
 
Here is a good historic photograph of a 
ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ άǊŜŘ-ōǊƛŎƪέ Split-Level House built in 
Atlanta in 1953 -- and taking proper 
advantage of its sloping lot. 
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From other photographic evidence, we 
know of a sort-of  Split-Level House in 
Atlanta dating from ten years earlier ς 1942. 
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And in Macon, local architect Ellamae Ellis 
League designed and built this very early 
Split-Level House for herself in 1942. 
 
 


