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This presentation is about the meD"-century SplitLevel Housin Georgia.

The history of SphLevel Housesationally is covered in a companion presentation
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from the mid1950s through the 1960s,
when they were most gpular ...

| to get a sense of the nature and the variet
of these houses.
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from this period.
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mid-century SplHLevels are planstyle red

brick houseg like this one, from 1956, witl
a narrow twastory section ...

and this one, from the same time period,
with a wider twastory section.




Somewhat common is the Colonial Rewiv:
style SpliLevel House, characterized by a
| tightly controlled overall form, muHiight
double-hung sash windows with shutters,
and a paneled front door with sidelights
(often flanked by "coach" lights).

Here's an unusual variant of the Colonial
Revivaktyle, with a columned grtico.




Also making a good showing during this
time was the California Contemporastyle
SplitLevel House.

This version appears to have been inspire
by the Eichlesstyle Ranch Houses with the
broad gable roofs and exposed roof beanr
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Here's an ovethe-top butterfly-roofed
example from 1961 in southwest Atlanta.

TheseContemporarystyle SplitLevel
Housesften attract attention today ...
although they were the exception raghn
than the rule in their time.
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SplitLevel Houses like this one are more «
the rule, particularly from the 1950s, and
especially in the Atlanta metpmlitan area.

Designreferg OSa (2 CNJI V1
earlier midwestern Prairiestyle houses
show up on Spht.evel Houses, in brick ski
walls and contrasting horizontal windew
walls , justasthey did withRanchHouses X

sometimes quite subtly, as in this case in
DeKalb Gunty ...
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and sometimes pretty overtly, as in this ca
In Savannah.
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design influence on a micentury Spl#
Level House.
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For the SplH_evel House, this treatment
was particularly effective in visually
"lowering" the profile of the sometimes
bulky-looking twostory section.

Throughout this periodSplit Levels
appeared in a range of sizes, from the
relatively small ...
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through the mediurrsized ...

to the quite large.
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Most were midsized, middleof-the-road,
middle-class houses.

One was the Splitevel House with two
contrasting exterior materials analors,
emphasizing its distinct form.




22

23

Here's another example, a little more
subtle.

This architectural treatment may be a cres
over from the popular twetone color
scheme on cars of the time.



The other early 1960s development was ¢
new version of the Contemporaistyle Split
Level with a distinctive "carpenter" or
"Western rustic" aesthetic.

Some Split Levels from the 1960s also
borrowed heavily from Ranch House desi
motifs ... like this Eichlanspired Split Leve
design with its broad, low roofline.
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But never out of sight was the more
subduwed altbrick Split Level, often with its

But also in a simple, plain, unornamented

. | version, relying on its basic form and the

pattern of windows and doors for its
contemporary arhitectural character
(similar to the popular plakstyle redbrick
Ranch Houses of the time).
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This is an Atlanta builder’s best-selling house

In Atlanta a 1,366 sq. ft. split-level, designed by
Architect Warren F. Penney, is Fred Fett Jr.'s best-
selling house. It’s priced at $16,190. One reason
why it sells so well: he delayed building it until he
had the right kind of rolling land.

This split will account for about half of“Fett's
1956 production. He also has a 1,200 sq. ft. brick
veneer ranch priced at $14,450 without “extras.” It
replaces a smaller model introduced in December at
$14,600 with built-ins and patio, but less brick.

By now you're probably thinking that surel
we've seen them all ...

But--we haven't.

We've been looking dtouses tlat
characterized thdney-day of the SplitLevel
House in Georgia from the mid1950s to
the early 1970s.

There are still a few things we haven't see
from the earliest day®f the Split Level in
our state.



30 Forexample, ve know from thei physical
presence that a fewit-Level houses were
built before the heyday of the mid1950s.

. Thismodest splitlevel was built in
Savannah's Fairway Oaks neighborhood
1953 ...

e ————— o N as was this unusual Moderstyle one.
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..~ This Split Level, stepping down in hsttry
levels on its sloping lot, was built in the
s Overlook neighborhood of Macan 1950.

It is quite possibly the first Contemporary

i style SplitLevel House in Georgia.

We also know frondlocumentary evidence

# . that SplitLevel Houses were built in the

early 1950s.

Here is a good historic phagraph of a
(0 & LIA O-b NADINIBVRIHouse built in

+ Atlanta in 1953- andtaking proper
| advantage of its sloping lot.



34 L3 ¥ From other photographic evidence, we
i GREh. 8 know of asort-of SplitLevelHouse in
B  Atlanta dathg from ten years earlier 1942
35 And in Macon, local architect Ellamae Elli

League designed and built this very early
SplitLevel House for herself in 1942.




