
 

Dear Subscribers: 
 
The July 2026 issue of Reflections, a publication of the Georgia African American Historic Preservation 
Network (GAAHPN), is now available. It is available in PDF format on the Georgia Historic Preservation 
Division website. It's easy to become a subscriber; just click here.  
 
GAAHPN has a new website! You can find all things historic preservation and history at www.gaahpn.org. 
From GAAHPN’S history to current events, to archived issues of Reflections, it’s a one-stop shop for those 
interested in Black history and preservation in Georgia.  Email us at gaahpnhistory@gmail.com  
 
You may view the issue here, titled July 2026 Reflections. This month you will: 

• Delve into the rich history of Georgia’s oldest African American museums  
 
• Challenge your memory of the Forsyth County Expulsion and learn from the preservation efforts of 

the descendant community  
 

• Engage with the multifaceted purposes of the historic Steward Chapel A.M.E. Church in Macon, 
Georgia 

 

Questions or comments? Please Contact: 
 
Mary Wilson Joseph 
 
mary.wjoseph@dca.ga.gov 
 
Historic Preservation Division, Georgia Department of Community Affairs 

https://mailchi.mp/e4d2a45c6408/reflections-newsletter-signup-page
http://www.gaahpn.org/
mailto:gaahpnhistory@gmail.com
https://dca.georgia.gov/african-american-reflection-articles


 

Historic places stand as symbols of our common heritage and 
resilience. They inspire us to raise our voices and remind us that 
generations have faced similar challenges and found new ways 
to grow stronger together. If history and historic places have 
taught us anything, it is the power of people collectively coming 
together to speak truth that makes a difference. As the United 
States approaches its 250th anniversary, we find ourselves at a 
pivotal crossroads in the national conversation about identity, 
memory, and who gets to tell our story. This momentous semi- 
quincentennial coincides with the centennial of Black History 
Month, both powerful reminders that the story of America is 
complex, multifaceted, and still unfolding. 

Celebrating 250 years of nationhood and the centennial of Black 
history is a profound reminder of how far we have come in 
recognizing and institutionalizing the celebration of African 
American contributions to our national narrative. At the heart of 
that unfolding narrative are America’s museums. Often regarded 
as the most trusted sources of public information more than the 
media or the government, they preserve our collective memory 
through the stewardship of artifacts, oral histories, art, 
documents, and traditions. Museums are more than buildings; 
they are public trust institutions whose trust is built on a promise 
to preserve the richness of our past with accuracy, complexity, 
and care.  

African American museums are crucial in America because they 
preserve and share the unvarnished truth of Black history, 
challenging mainstream narratives by highlighting, 
documenting, and celebrating the contributions and resilience of 
African Americans. They serve as essential educational spaces 
for understanding systemic racism and fostering empathy, while 
acting as community anchors for cultural pride and identity. 
African American museums are playing a foundational role in  
 
 
 

 

 
the United States’ 250th anniversary, shifting the narrative from 
a narrow focus on the founding fathers to a more inclusive, 
“full” history. Two of our oldest institutions in Georgia are 
ensuring the 250th commemoration addresses the complexities 
of American democracy, incorporating stories of resilience, 
struggle, and achievement from 1776 to the present.  
 

 
King-Tisdell Cottage | Historic Site and Artifacts Gallery 

 
The Beach Institute African American Cultural Center in 
Savannah, Georgia, named for benefactor Alfred Ely Beach is 
recognized as a pioneering African American cultural center 
dedicated to preserving, interpreting, and exhibiting African 
American history, arts, and culture. Originally established in 
1867 as the first school built by Free and formerly Enslaved 
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a Research Historian and author of Underground Railroad Under My Feet 
and Shelter in Place. 

http://www.beachinstitute.org/visit


Honoring the Unvarnished Past, continued 
 

Negroes for newly emancipated African Americans, it serves as 
a significant historic site of education and cultural programs, 
including a classroom exhibit that highlights the history of early 
Black education. Winner of the 2016 Governor’s Award for the 
Arts & Humanities of Georgia, it serves as a critical link to the 
history of education, resilience, and the pursuit of equality 
during the Reconstruction era. The original historic building is 
home to the Cultural Center owned by The King-Tisdell Cottage 
Foundation, Inc, focusing on preserving, researching, and 
presenting African American history and culture. Often 
associated with celebrating the legacy of liberation, the Beach 
Institute is widely considered the flagship African American 
cultural center in Savannah. For America’s 250th anniversary, 
the Beach Institute is highlighting the role of Gullah Geechee 
culture and early Black education in the nation’s history, 
featuring special guests and programs that coincide with the 
broader 250th commemorative activities hosting educational, 
community-focused programming. 
 

 
Image of the front facade of the African American Panoramic Experience 

(APEX) 

The African American Panoramic Experience (Apex Museum) 
in Atlanta, Georgia, founded in 1978 by filmmaker Dan Moore 
Sr., is considered one of the oldest Black history museums in 
Georgia because it was the first to establish a permanent, 
dedicated focus on African American history in Atlanta. Located 
in a 100-year-old building on historic Auburn Avenue, the Apex 
was specifically designed to document, preserve, and showcase 
the contributions of African Americans. The Apex is primarily 
recognized for highlighting the history of the African Diaspora 
and the contributions of Black people to humanity. It is noted for 
focusing on achievements, resistance, and local history to 
balance narratives of oppression. The museum focuses on 
providing a “positive, educational, and enlightening” experience 
for visitors to better understand the African American journey. 
The Apex Museum recognizes the U.S. 250th anniversary by 
hosting a special exhibition and artist reception featuring the 
National Alliance of Artists from Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities. The exhibition showcases art reflecting 250 
years of the United States from a Black perspective, highlighting 
the community’s role in American history. 

Image of the exterior of the African (APEX) 

Museums continue to act as a living, breathing force, that shapes 
understanding of the past and future. African American 
museums are essential to preserve, honor, and pass down 
legacies of resilience, culture, and profound contributions to 
society. Celebrating the 250th, the Beach Institute and the Apex 
Museum, two of Georgia’s oldest African American museums, 
continue to impart that preserving history is not a passive act; it 
is an act of civic courage, and the role of museums is not to 
protect us from history, but to prepare us for the future. 
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In the fall of 1912, more than 1,000 Black residents fled racial 
violence in Forsyth County, Georgia. Violence was an all-too-
common experience in the Jim Crow South for Black 
Americans. Episodes of racial terror, often in the form of 
lynchings, frequently began with an accusation of rape. In 
Forsyth County, this was no different.  

Late on September 5, 1912, Ellen Grice, a white 
woman from Forsyth County, accused several Black 
men in the Cumming area of rape. The local sheriff, 
Bill Reid, arrested the primary suspect, Toney Howell, 
22, along with four others, Isaiah Pirkle, Joe Rogers, 
Fate Chester, and Johnny Bates. News of the men’s 
arrests quickly spread across the county, and by 
September 7, white residents had formed a mob 
outside the local jail ready to lynch Howell and the 
others. Mayor Charlie Harris feared racial uprising in 
the county and turned to Governor Joseph Brown for 
help. Brown quickly deployed the nearest Georgia 
National Guard unit in Marietta to break up the crowd. 
 
For a moment, things seemed calm. The crowd went 
home, and the prisoners were transferred to Marietta 
for temporary safekeeping. That was until the 
unconscious body of Mae Crow, 18, was found in the 
small, mostly white community of Oscarville on 
September 9, 1912. Crow was brutally assaulted, and 
she later died of her injuries. Attention quickly turned 
to some of the only Black residents living in this area 
of  

 
 
 

 

 
Forsyth County. Sheriff Reid rounded up several residents as 

suspected of being part of the attack; Ernest Knox, 17, Rob  
Edwards, 24, Jane Daniel, 21, Oscar Daniel, 17, and Ed Collins, 

27. 
 

On the heels of the second attack, and with Rob Edwards 
imprisoned in the downtown Cumming jail, white men in the 

county refused to let law enforcement whisk Edwards 
away as they had with Toney Howell. Newspapers 

report over 1,000 men swarming the jail before 
breaking in and kidnapping Rob Edwards from his 

cell. The mob hung Edwards from a telephone pole 
and riddled his body with bullets. 

 
Shortly after the lynching, Ernest Knox and Oscar 

Daniel were tried and found guilty of rape and murder 
by two all-white juries. Judge Newt Morris sentenced 

Knox and Daniel to execution by hanging. On October 
25, 1912, thousands gathered to watch the executions 

of Ernest Knox and Oscar Daniel. By available 
accounts, the rest of the accused were let go. 

 
The attacks, lynching, and executions spurred a 

movement amongst some whites to expel all Black 
residents from the county. Efforts ranged from illegal 

eviction notices to the burning of Black churches 
and schools. Through the rest of 1912, Black 

residents were forced to leave their homes, property, 
and livelihoods. Those who attempted to return were 

attacked, and for the next 75 years, Forsyth County was well 
known for having an informal ban on Black people entering or 

living in the county. 
 

Warnings about Forsyth County along with legends of hauntings 
were common local fodder, often overshadowing the names, 

faces, and histories of those who survived the expulsion, but for 
descendants of survivors, the impact on their families remained. 
In 2022, while working at Atlanta History Center, I began using 

census records to research the whereabouts of survivors of the 
racial cleansing. Records showed that most survivors migrated to 

nearby counties in North Georgia, indicating their descendants 
might still live there. This theory was confirmed by a partnership 
with the Forsyth Descendants Scholarship (FDS), who were able 
to connect us with several families whose ancestors survived the 

expulsion. 

Remembering the Forsyth County Expulsion: A Story of 
Community Preservation 

By Sophia Dodd,  
a historian from Forsyth County. Her research specializes in oral history and 
community collaboration to explore the generational impact of racial violence in the 
South. 

“Appeal For Troops As 
Lynchers Gather,” 

September 7, 1912, Atlanta 
Georgian, Georgia Historic 

Newspapers. 

September 9, 1912, Headline from the Atlanta Georgian, 
Courtesy of Georgia Historic Newspapers 



Remembering the Forsyth County Expulsion, continued 
 

Established in 2021 by residents of Forsyth County, FDS awards 
undergraduate scholarships to descendants of those expelled in 
1912. In the words of FDS, the scholarship is an “act of love—
doing for a few what we wish we could do for all.” In its first 
four years, FDS has awarded 25 scholarships to descendants.   
 
Applicants must submit a Family Journey Essay, which 
establishes their connection to Forsyth County and their 
ancestors’ journey following the expulsion. For many, writing 
their essay has opened doors to cross-generational conversations, 
allowing families to reflect on and document stories that have 
been passed down across a century. 
 
Through Atlanta History Center’s partnership with FDS, we 
began interviewing descendants to air in a podcast, 1912: The 
Forsyth County Expulsion and Its Aftermath. Their oral histories 
cast a new light on the historical understanding of the expulsion. 
Rather than viewing the tragedy as a single event, descendants 
presented the racial cleansing as a multigenerational story, in 
which families still feel the effects of the trauma, property 
loss, and violence of that year. 
 
The podcast aired in November 2024, and now, approaching 
two years since its publication, preservation efforts are 
evolving as the scholarship fund, and descendants work to 
bring greater awareness to the events of 1912. For Deidre 
Brown-Stewart, a descendant and family genealogist, this 
meant bringing current-day descendants together to 
collectively preserve their family stories.   
 
In 2025, Brown-Stewart, Penny Poole, and Josh Byrd, all 
descendants of Black residents expelled from Forsyth County, 
formed a committee to establish the 1912 Forsyth County 
Descendants Foundation. The foundation seeks to “connect 
family, friends, and neighbors who share this history, 
providing a place to share stories, reconnect, and honor our 
ancestors.”  
 
The foundation met for the first time in November 2025. The 
gathering was in many ways both a reunion and a conference. 
Descendants, members of the scholarship fund, and historians 
came together to share stories and research. Family history 
poster boards, binders full of genealogy records, and photos of 
ancestors filled the room. The meeting was historic 
preservation in action. 
 
Stories like Forsyth County remain alive through connection 
and conversation with descendants at the forefront. For more 
information on the Forsyth Descendants Scholarship, please 
visit forsythscholarship.org. The 1912 Forsyth County 
Descendants Foundation is seeking additional committee 
members to assist with DNA testing, research, and gathering 

more descendants. To connect, please visit the foundation’s 
Facebook page, 1912 Forsyth County Descendants Foundation. 

First meeting of the 1912 Forsyth Descendants Foundation, courtesy of Tracey 
Climes. 
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What is now known as Steward Chapel A.M.E. Church was 
established in1865. Shortly after its founding, it became the first 
African Methodist Episcopal (A.M.E.) Church in Macon, 
Georgia.  On the 1884 Sanborn Fire and Insurance Maps, the 
structure is referred to as the "African M.E. Church."1 Presently 
located at 887 Forsyth Street, Steward Chapel is in the Macon 
Historic District, which was added to the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1974; the boundaries of the original district 
were expanded in 1995. The period of significance in the 
expanded district is 1823-1942. Despite its historic significance, 
the church was not individually listed in the original historic 
district, but it is included as a contributing property in the 
historic district map. The district’s areas of significance include 
architecture, commerce, community planning and development, 
politics/government, landscape architecture, education, and 
transportation.2 Architecturally, Steward Chapel could be 
described as a late 19th to early 20th century ecclesiastical 
Romanesque Revival building with Gothic detailing. 

 

 
Exterior Photo of Steward Chapel 

 
The A.M.E. denomination, of which Steward Chapel is a part, is 
the first independent Protestant denomination for African 
Americans in the United States. It was founded in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania in 1816, by Richard Allen in response to 
discrimination faced by African American congregants 
associated with the white Methodist Episcopal Church. 
Following the Civil War, the A.M.E. church expanded rapidly in 
the southeastern United States, and later internationally.3  
William Gaines, ordained a deacon in the A.M.E. church in June 
1865, visited Macon shortly thereafter and convinced the 
membership of the city’s black Methodist church to affiliate with 
the A.M.E. denomination, although the formal change did not 
take place until March 1866.4  Henry McNeal Turner, a native of  
 
South Carolina, was appointed the pastor of the A.M.E Church 
in Macon at the 2nd session of the South Carolina Annual 
Conference.5 The A.M.E. Church‘s first seed in Macon,  
 

 
 
established on the precipice of emancipation, is a prime example 
of the denomination’s expanded footprint in the South. 
 
The original church structure was located at the corner of New 
and Pine Streets in downtown Macon. According to an article in 
Macon’s Weekly Messenger, an ownership dispute arose in the 
late 1860’s between the Black A.M.E. Church and the local 
white Methodist Episcopal Church. During the dispute, the 
original A.M.E. church building was burned down on February 
25, 1869.6 The current church’s cornerstone reveals that it was 
rebuilt at the present site at 887 Forsyth Street (formerly Cotton 
Avenue) in 1872, under the leadership of Theophilus G. Steward, 
who later served as a Buffalo Soldier and Chaplain of the 25th 
U.S. Colored Infantry. Steward was appointed pastor in March 
1868. During his three-year pastorate, he also served as the 
cashier at the Freedman’s Bank in Macon. The church was later 
renamed in his honor. While a pastor at the church, Steward 
tutored a young William Sanders Scarborough, who is widely 
considered the first Black classical scholar.7 

 
Since its inception, Steward Chapel has been a locus for 
educational, political, and social activities in the city. In the 
years following emancipation, the church was a hotbed for 
African American political activity, as evidenced by its esteemed 
members and leaders. When the Western Freedmen’s Aid 
Commission sought locations for schools for African Americans 
in mid-1865, Macon’s African Methodist Episcopal Church, 
along with Black Baptist and Presbyterian churches, made 
spaces in their buildings for what became known as Lincoln Free 
Schools 1-4.8  During Reconstruction, Henry McNeal Turner, 
Theophilus G. Steward’s immediate predecessor in pastoral 
leadership, was among the first thirty-three Black state 
legislators in Georgia. While in Macon, he served as the city’s 
first Black postmaster general and is noted in history as an early 
proponent of emigration to Africa by formerly enslaved African 
Americans.9 

 
Other notable early members include Jefferson Franklin Long, 
Ruth Hartley Mosley, and John Oliver Killens. Long was 
Georgia’s first African American congressman, the second 
African American sworn into the U.S. House of Representatives, 
and the first to speak on the floor.10  Mosley, a trustee and 
treasurer at Steward Chapel, was also a civil rights leader, one of 
the city’s first Black nurses, a businesswoman and philanthropist 
who left a sizable charitable trust at her 1975 death.11  Macon 
native Killens, the founding chair of the Harlem Writers Guild, 
and influential in the Black Arts Movement, was a member of 
Steward Chapel and was exposed to African American literature 
at an early age by way of his mother’s leadership role in the 
church’s Dunbar Literary Society.12 

 

Steward Chapel A.M.E. Church 

By Shaundra Walker, PhD 



 

 
Exterior photo of the sanctuary of Steward Chapel 

 
Today, Steward Chapel remains a beacon of light in the 
downtown Macon community. It is one of the few surviving 
buildings located in Macon’s original Black business district. 
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The Georgia African American Historic Preservation Network (GAAHPN) was 
established in January 1989. It is composed of representatives from neighborhood 
organizations and preservation groups. GAAHPN was formed in response to a 
growing interest in preserving the cultural and built diversity of Georgia’s African 
American heritage. This interest has translated into efforts which emphasize 
greater recognition of African American culture and contributions to Georgia’s 
history. The GAAHPN Steering Committee plans and implements ways to 
develop programs that will foster heritage education, neighborhood revitalization, 
and support community and economic development. 

The Network is an informal group of over 5,000 people who have an interest in preservation. Members are briefed on 
the status of current and planned projects and are encouraged to offer ideas, comments, and suggestions. The meetings 
provide an opportunity to share and learn from the preservation experience of others and to receive technical 
information through workshops. Members receive a newsletter, Reflections, produced by GAAHPN. Preservation 
information and previous issues of Reflections are available online. Membership in the Network is free and open to all. 
Sign up here! 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS HPD STAFF 

Since its first issue appeared in December 2000, Reflections has documented hundreds of Georgia’s African American 
historic resources. You can now subscribe to Reflections by signing up here. Reflections is a recipient of a Leadership 
in History Award from the American Association for State and Local History. You may find Reflections articles on our 
new GAAHPN website. 

This publication has been financed in part with federal funds from the National Park Service, Department of the Interior, 
through the Historic Preservation Division, Georgia Department of Community Affairs. The contents and opinions do not 
necessarily reflect the views or policies of the Department of the Interior or the Georgia Department of Community Affairs, 
nor does the mention of trade names, commercial products or consultants constitute endorsement or recommendation by the 
Department of the Interior or the Georgia Department of Community Affairs. The Department of the Interior prohibits 
discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, or disability in its federally assisted programs. If you believe you 
have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility, or if you desire more information, write to: Office for 
Equal Opportunity, National Park Service, 1849 C Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20240. 
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