SUMMARY OF PROPOSED NATIONAL REGISTER/GEORGIA REGISTER NOMINATION

Name:  Banning Mills Industrial Archeological District  
Location:  East of Main St/GA-16, largely centered on Banning Rd. and Horseshoe Dam Rd., and roughly bounded by Snake Creek, Whitesburg, Carroll County
Description:  Banning Mills Industrial Archeological District is a mill complex occupying the ridges and valleys of Snake Creek Gorge in a historically rural area of Carroll County in west Georgia, approximately three miles north of Whitesburg. Four main industrial mills operated at Banning over the years, as well as several smaller grist mills, cotton gins, and sawmills, all of which took advantage of the creek’s tremendous waterpower. The four main mills were the cotton mill, the paper mill, wood pulp mill, and one mill used for a variety of industrial pursuits. Of these, only the three-story brick cotton mill remains extant today, while the others are in ruins along with elements of their dams, raceways, and other mill related resources. Historically, the mills supported a mill village, with several areas of mill-worker housing, a church, and a general store and post office. Several of these resources are extant, but the majority are now in ruins, and along with the industrial mill ruins, they constitute the district’s 23 contributing archeological sites. 
Acreage & Boundary Explanation:  516.58 acres, includes the contiguous, intact historic resources and sites associated with the mill complex
Period of Significance:  1847-1971
NR Criteria & Areas of Significance:  Criteria A and D, Historic Non-Aboriginal Archeology, Industry, Invention, and Engineering 
Statement of Significance:  Banning Mills Industrial Archeological District is locally significant under Criteria A and D in the areas of Historic: Non-Aboriginal Archeology, Industry, Invention, and Engineering as a significant industrial complex situated on inhospitable terrain in rural west Georgia, for its groundbreaking developments in paper production, and the district’s potential to yield important information in the fields of industry and engineering. 

Sponsor:  The nomination is sponsored by Donna and Mike Holder, the owners of The Lodges at Banning Mills Retreat and Conservation Center, and nomination materials were prepared by Donna Holder, Doug Mabry, and Sarah Nadotti-Arms. 
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