LEE COUNTY

Board of Commissioners
O of Georgia’s original counties ~ Established in 1825

December 19, 2023

Southwest Georgia Regional Commission
PO Box 344
Camilla, GA 31730

RE: Comprehensive Flan Update Submittal

Lee County has completed an update of its comprehensive plan and is submifting it
along with this letter for review by the Southwest Georgia Regional Commission and the
Department of Community Affairs,

| certify that we have held the required public hearings and have involved the public in
the development of the plan in @ manner appropriate to our community's dynamics
and resources. Evidence of this has been included with our submittal.

| cerify that appropriate staff and decision-makers have reviewed both the Regional
Water Plan covering our area and the Rules for Environmental Planning Criteria
[0.C.G.A. 12-2-8) and taken them into consideration in formulating our plan.

If you have any questions concerning our submittal, please contact us at 229.75%.46000.

Sincerely, :
{ :..1‘.3

Billy Mathis
County Chairman, Lee County

Enciosures

Lee County is a thriving, vibrant community celebrated for its value of tradition encompassing a safe family oriented community, schools of
excellence, and life long opportunities for prosperity and happiness without sacrificing the rural agricultural tapestry,
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City of Leesburg

City Hall, 107 N Walnut Avenue, Leesburg, GA 31763
229-759-6465  fax 229-759-6249

Citv Councilmembers City Staff

Robert R. Alexander, City Manager
Billy Breeden, Mayor Bert Gregory, City Attorney
Judy Powdl, Mayor Pro Tem

Richard Bush  Rufus Sherman
Jason Renfroe  Amanda White
David Daughtry

December 19, 2023

Southwest Ceorgia Regional Commission
PO Box 346
Camilla, GA 31730

RE: Comprehensive Plan Update Submittal

The City of Leesburg has complefed an update of its comprehensive plan and is submifting it with this
letier for review by the Southwest Gecorgia Regional Commission and the Department of Community
Affairs.

| cerlify that we have held the required public hearings and have involved the pubiic in development
of the plan in a manner appropriate to our community's dynamics and resources. Evidence of this has
been included in our submiftal.

| cerlify that the appropriate staif and decision-makers have reviewed both the Regional Water Plan
covering our area and the Rules for Environmental Planning Criteria (O.C.G.A. 12-2-8} and laken them
into consideration in formulating our plan.

If you have any questions conceming our submitial, please contact Billy Breeden, Mayor, at
229.759.6465.

Sincerely,

6@6&%

Billy Breeden
Mayor, City of Leesburg
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Page




City of Smithville

PO Box 180 116 Main Street Smithville, GA 31787 229.846.2101 office 229.846.2224 fax

COUNCIL MAYOR

ILEAN BADY VINCENT CUTTS
DWIGHT HICKMAN CITY CLERK

JAMES KENNEDY CHAMPION, SR CASSANDRA BURTON

SHALNICA MYRICK FRENCH

Date:12/28/23

Southwest Georgia Regional
Commission PO Box 346
Camilla, GA 31730

RE: Comprehensive Plan Updaote Submittal

The City of Smithville has completed an update of its comprehensive plan and is
submitting it with this lefter for review by the Southwest Georgia Regional Commission
and the Department of Community Affairs.

| cerlify that we have held the required public hearings and have involved the publicin
development of the pian in a manner appropriate to our community's dynamics and
resources. Evidence of this has been included with our submittal.

| certify that appropriate staff and decision-makers have reviewed both the Regional
Water Plan covering our area and the Rules for Envionmental Planning Criteria
{O.C.G.A. 12-2-8} ond taken them into consideration in formulating our plan.

If you have any questions concerning our submittal, please contact Vincent Cutts,
Mayor, at 229.846.2101.

Sincerely,
Vincent Cutts
Mayor, City of Smithville

Enclosures
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LEE COUNTY
COMPREHENSIVE
PLAN UPDATE

2024

Lee County — Leesburg - Smithville

Frepared by Lee County, and the
Cities of Leesburg, and Smithville
with the assistance of the
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Introduction

The comprehensive plan is a long-range (15-20 year) statement of a community’s vision for
development (and redevelopment). By addressing the entire physical environment of the county
and the multitudes of functions, policies, and programs that comprise their day-to-day workings,
the plan seeks to guide the what, when, where, why, and how of future physical changes to the
landscape of Lee County and its municipalities.

The purpose of a comprehensive plan is to provide a guide for local government officials and other
community leaders for making everyday decisions that are supportive of the community’s stated
goals for its future. The plan should serve as the local government’'s guide for assessing
development proposals, including rezoning applications and redevelopment plans. For residents,
business owners, and members of the development community, the plan provides insight into what
types of land uses and developments are appropriate at various locations throughout the county
and cities. Finally, evaluating various local government functions and services, the plan is a point
of reference for government staff in preparing capital improvements programs and associated
budgets.

The last full Comprehensive Plan for Lee County and the Cities of Leesburg and Smithville was
completed and adopted in 2019 by the Southwest Georgia Regional Commission (SWGRC). A
lot has changed since 2019 and partly because of this an updated comprehensive plan is required
by the Georgia Department of Community Affairs (DCA). The Lee County Joint Comprehensive
Plan will be completed in 2024 and will lay the groundwork for countywide/citywide decision
making through the year 2028 using relevant current data and both quantitative and qualitative
analyses.

The DCA oversees and provides guidance for local comprehensive planning in Georgia. The
department’s Minimum Standards and Procedures for Local Comprehensive Planning, as updated
in October 1, 2018, outlines required planning elements which include Community Goals, Needs
and Opportunities, Community Work Program, Economic Development, Land Use, Broadband
and Transportation. Lee County and its municipalities have zoning ordinances and are therefore
required to do a land use element. Lee County charges impact fees for new development and
therefore a Capital Improvement Element must also be included with this update. In addition, the
required transportation element is also included.
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Planning Process and Public Involvement for Lee County and the Cities of
Leesburg and Smithville

The SWGRC'’s Planning Department facilitated the 2024 Comprehensive Plan update for Lee
County and the Cities of Leesburg and Smithville. Leading community input sessions and Steering
Committee meetings, the SWGRC team gathered feedback and guidance from the public and
used this information to assemble the Comprehensive Plan and made recommendations that are
reflective of the community’s desires. The elected officials of each local government hold ultimate
responsibility and authority to approve and direct the implementation of the Comprehensive Plan
documents.

The planning process began towards the end of the calendar year 2022. The Southwest Georgia
Regional Commission (RC) notified Lee County and the cities of Leesburg and Smithville about
the Comprehensive Plan five-year update due by February 28, 2024. Given this, the RC staff
assigned to assist the local governments developed a timeline for the planning process. The RC
staff created well-designed flyers and worked with the local government clerks, city managers,
and county manager to facilitate the process. Public awareness through newspaper
advertisements, social media platforms, public surveys, and local information notice boards at the
local governments were used to notify the public about the planning process. Also, to reeducate
the citizens about the perceptions about their local government elected officials, locally conducted
meetings were strategically employed to increase citizen’s participation and understanding of the
needs and issues within each community. A review of the existing stakeholders and the selection
of new stakeholders was done during the planning process.

The 2024 update of the Lee County Comprehensive Plan relied heavily on public involvement. Lee
County and the cities of Leesburg and Smithville invited the public, organizations, business
owners, department heads, and stakeholders to participate in the plan update. The planning
process began with an initial public hearing at the County Commission meeting on Tuesday, May
23, 2023, where the plan requirements, an overview of the process as well as various ways the
public could participate in the plan process were discussed. At the kick-off meeting, the Regional
Commission (RC) staff explained the planning process, the reason for the five-year plan update,
the required elements, timeline, and ways the public could participate in the planning process.
Twelve people participated in this first public hearing. Flyers were provided that described the
planning process and how to submit comments or contributions. Information was also shared with
participants on where the current plan document could be obtained.

A timeline for the activities to effectively complete the five-year update was discussed at the initial
meeting, and the SWGRC planning website (www.swgrcplanning.org) hosted information about
the planning process and requirements and provided an outlet for residents to be notified of
meetings and send questions and comments.
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SWOT Review Meetings

Lee County and the cities of Leesburg, and Smithville held individual
meetings to review the current strengths, weaknesses, opportunities,
and threats (SWOT) of their communities. Other elements that were
reviewed include Goals and Policies, Community Work Programs,
Land-use maps, Transportation, Demographic Data, etc.

Over 38 participants representing the local governments, business
owners, stakeholders, organizations, and citizens participated (Lee
County 10, Leesburg 8, and Smithville 20). These meetings were
interactive, and the citizens, organizations, and elected officials
participated. The SWOT input was updated to reflect the current state
of each local government. Each local government updated land use
maps to mark areas that have experienced change or development.
Updates were provided through workshops or through input from
local government staff. The existing community work programs were
evaluated based on the activities listed. Responses such as
“‘completed”, “currently underway”, “postponed”, and “not completed”
were used to create a report of accomplishments (ROA).

Project activities considered by the elected official's committee
members as needs and priorities were used to create the new
community work program (2024-2029). For example, there are _
several discussions on recreational facilities, the school system, safe 3 . =y
routes to school, sidewalks, grants, and housing. Some local Gity of Smithville SWOT Meeting
governments were interested in grants to execute projects or

technical assistance and support for economic growth and sustainability. Comments and
questions on grants available to implement projects that lack funds were asked. The comments
received during the SWOT meeting are in the appendix.

Lee County and the Cities Joint Second Public Hearing

The second advertised public hearing was held on Tuesday, December 19, 2023, at 5.00 pm, at
the Lee County T. Page Tharp Governmental Building, located at 102 Starksville Avenue North,
Leesburg, Georgia. All the local governments participating in Lee County Joint Comprehensive
Plan attended the meeting. Fifteen people participated in the second public hearing, and all the
cities were present.

The plan draft was presented for final input and questions such as if the feedback, inputs, and the
changes were incorporated into the Comprehensive Plan. Further discussions included voting to
proceed with the submission of the updated plan to the Georgia Department of Community Affairs
after the plan draft is reviewed by the Southwest Georgia Regional Commission. The Regional
Commission Staff (Olukayode Olubowale) responded to the questions and briefed the Lee County
Board members and participants about the remaining steps before the plan adoption. The Lee
County Manager, Leesburg City Manager and Council members from Smithville also commented
on changes to their Future Land Use and the demographic data. The final plan draft was sent to
contiguous counties and cities for comments, and no comments were received.
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The existing steering committee members were thoroughly reviewed and new members from each
local government and representatives from various department heads, business owners,
residents, and elected officials were included in the newly selected members. The County and the
Cities Joint Plan had strong community support. All meetings were well attended, and the Cities
and County identified stakeholders that were present and engaged. The elected officials from all
municipalities also participated and were actively involved and served on the steering committee.
The Steering Committee included both public and private citizens. It was evident that Lee County
and the cities of Leesburg and Smithville residents wanted to be involved by the number of
individuals that participated. Below is the list of the Steering Committee.

STAKEHOLDER NAME COMMITTEE/BOARD EMAIL ADDRESS

Joey Davenport Chief Building Official jdavenport@lee.ga.us

Lisa Davis Joint Development Authority  ldavis@Iee.ga.us
Heather Jones Finance Director hjones@lee.ga.us

Bob Alexander Leesburg City Manager bob.alexander@cityofleesburgga.com
Christi Dockery Lee County Manager cdockery@lee.ga.us

Luke Singletary, Vice-Chairman LCBOC District 2 luke.singletary@lee.ga.us
Dennis Roland, Commissioner LCBOC District 1 droland@lee.ga.us

Chris Guarnieri, Commissioner LCBOC District 4 chris.guarnieri@lee.ga.us
George Walls, Commissioner LCBOC District 5 wallsgeorge @bellsouth.net
Judy Powell, Mayor Pro Tem  City of Leesburg judyp@bellsouth.net
Richard Bush, Councilman City of Leesburg yvonnebush@bellsouth.net
David Daughtry, Councilman  City of Leesburg ddica57 @gmail.com

Rufus Sherman, Councilman  City of Leesburg

Amanda White, Councilwoman City of Leesburg awingate78@gmail.com
Jason Renfroe, Councilman City of Leesburg renfroejason2gmail.com
llean Bady, Councilwoman City of Smithville

James Champion, Councilman City of Smithville jchampion@yahoo.com

Shalnica French, CouncilwomanCity of Smithville
Dwight Hickman, Councilman  City of Smithville

Billy Mathis, Chairman LCBOC District 3 mathislaw@att.net

Billy Breeden, Mayor City of Leesburg billyhbreeden@bellsouth.net
Vincent Cutts, Mayor City of Smithville smithvillecity@bellsouth.net
Kaitlyn Good Lee County Clerk kaitlyn.good@lee.ga.us
Payton Harris Deputy County Clerk payton.harris@lee.ga.us
Amanda Nava Assistant Planning Director amanda.nava@lee.ga.us
Lee Walton Planning Consultant lee.walton@wsp.com
Latracy Hamper Citizen, City of Smithville Latracy85@gmail.com
Juliette Bush Citizen, City of Smithville Juliettebush44@yahoo.com

The steering committee members provided valuable feedback, guidance, and recommendations
about the comprehensive plan and served the integral role of guiding the plan as a document
representative of the overall goals of Lee County and its municipalities.

According to the DCA’s new rules for comprehensive planning, effective October 1, 2018, each
community must transmit the plan to the Southwest Georgia Regional Commission (SWGRC)
when all components are complete. The transmittal must also include the community’s certification
that it has considered both the Regional Water Plan and the Rules for Environmental Planning
Criteria. Once it completes its review, the SWGRC will forward the plan to the DCA for review.
Once the plan has been found by DCA to be in compliance with the Minimum Standards and
Procedures, each community must adopt the approved plan.

4| Page


mailto:jdavenport@lee.ga.us
mailto:hjones@lee.ga.us
mailto:judyp@bellsouth.net
mailto:yvonnebush@bellsouth.net
mailto:jim@leecountyledger.com
mailto:smithvillecity@bellsouth.net

LEE COUNTY

Lee County is in the southwestern region of Georgia and is one of Georgia’s original 32 counties.
The county was formed on December 11, 1826, by an act of the General Assembly of Georgia in
Milledgeville. According to the history of the county, there are two different views about who the
county was named to honor: Two historical figures, Richard Henry Lee, an American statesman
who facilitated the resolution of June 1776 that led to the United States Declaration of
Independence and was signed by Lee, and Henry Lee Ill who was an early American patriot that
served as the ninth Governor of Virginia and as Virginia Representative to the United States
Congress. Unfortunately, this disagreement will have to continue because no known record or
proof exists to justify which view is correct.

Geographically, the total land area in square miles is 355.8 (United States Census Bureau 2020)
and the population per square mile is 93.2. The population estimate as of July 1, 2022, is 33,642
based on United States Census Bureau (Vintage 2022).

Lee County hosts two cities (Leesburg and Smithville) and the County seat is the City of Leesburg.
The County's economy has traditionally been driven by agriculture and the school system, which
are major employers along with limited retail and industrial jobs. Also, the proximity of the County
to the bordering counties such Dougherty, Worth, Sumter, and Terrell has helped to maximize the
economic development opportunities and enhance the population growth. Currently, Lee County
is one of the fastest growing counties in the region as the county experienced an increase in
population growth of 18.9% between 2010 and 2022.

Lee County is a thriving, successful and healthy community dedicated to serving passionate
residents that embrace and value family. We believe in community engagement and in
participation in the development of policies that can foster excellent quality of life and address the
needs in our community. We embrace our history while coming together to promote economic
growth and development, to protect our natural and cultural resources, and to build a successful
future.

Lee County supports a healthy mix of residential, commercial, and industrial development while
preserving the county's rural setting and heritage. Our community's commitment to education,
technology, innovation, sport, health, and art will give opportunities to future professionals and
leaders to succeed, uphold and honor our core values.
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Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities & Threats (SWOT)

Available land/Developable land

Full Service Public Safety (Fire Stations, E-911
Dispatchers)

ISO of a 2 — 5 Fire & EMS Stations

Thriving School System with high graduation rates
Natural amenities (the presence of rivers and creeks)
Above median household income — per Georgia
Civic Pride

Proximity to shopping/retail

Growing economy

Good demographic profile/Professional population
Recreation opportunities

Dependable power grid- Mitchell EMC, Sumter EMC
& GA Power

Affordable taxes

Celebrity Presence

High Standard of Living

Vibrant Lee County Library Systems (Four Branches)
Lee County Family Connection, Inc.

Broadband expansion project

Junior Leadership Lee Academy and Ambassador
Program

Houses are increasing in value.

Leadership Lee Program

Camera Ready Community

AARP Age-Friendly Designated Community
Broadband Ready

Infrastructure — expansion to foster growth
Opportunity to improve or expand Parks &
Recreational infrastructure to promote or encourage
outdoor activities

Excellent environment for senior citizens and retirees
with no burdens

Opportunity to improve mobility and connectivity
through infrastructural development for vulnerable
road users such cyclists and pedestrians.
Continuous population growth

o Few public greenspaces, trails, activities
spaces, gathering spaces

o Need for better branding with refreshing the
logo and website

e Improvement in Regional cooperation

o Location of Metropolitan Statistical Area
(MSA) declining/population

Crime

Susceptibility to Natural Disaster
Decrease in regional population.
Potential closure of Marine Corps Logistic
Base
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Needs & Opportunities

Lee County

The identification of needs and opportunities is an important step in the development of strategies
to address those needs and opportunities. The County and Cities desire to move forward in the
future. Public and community input was a vital part of identifying needs and opportunities.

Needs
= Create more recreational facilities including public greenspaces, trails, activity spaces, and
gathering spaces.
=  Community branding with a refreshed logo and website would be a great benefit.
= The quality of life in Lee County is good but could be better. As Lee County is surrounded
by poverty and is part of a Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) that has a declining
population, efforts to maintain and improve quality of life are needed now more than ever.
= Maximize the use of existing infrastructure, proposed infrastructure, and support additional
housing and commercial development in areas that are close to existing infrastructure in
Lee County/Leesburg
Encourage quality, attainable housing options for all people.
Promote Health Facility development to improve the quality of life in the community.
Parks, Recreation and Agricultural facility development
Coordinate government services to assist in funding for Lee County school programs.
School traffic control efforts

Opportunities
e Expansion of infrastructure (Water and Sewer) for community growth

e River tourism due to the presence of Creeks and River (Kinchafoonee Creek, Muckalee
Creek, and Flint River)

e Apleasant environment to attract retirees (three Senior Living Communities)
e Bike path development and connectivity

Boat landing opportunities (Sutton’s Landing, Sandy Beach, Pirate’s Cove, and Jackson’s
Ford)

Rails to trails project.

Library systems that offer senior and children’s classes and workshops
Agriculture

Community Events

Business expansion

Job opportunities for local residents and the workforce of the future (the Junior Leadership
Lee Academy and Ambassador Program exposes youth to the many different job
opportunities available in Lee County)
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Goals & Policies
Lee County

The Community Goals are the most important part of the plan, for they identify the community’s
direction for the future. The purpose of these goals is to lay out a road map for the community’s
future through a public process involving community partners and other stakeholders in the
decision-making process about the future of Lee County and the Cities of Leesburg and Smithville.

The following goals and policies were identified to guide the County and the Cities of Leesburg and

Smithville in its decision-making process and produce a desired outcome for the county and city
officials.

Education
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Figure 1: Lee County, Board of Education
Source: Fox News (2020)

Goal: Education

Prepare students for careers through advanced training and community support by increasing post-
secondary educational opportunities, expanding and improving local educational institutions, or
programs within Lee County.

Policies:

1. Maintain and improve educational opportunities in Lee County.

2. Maintain and support the Junior Leadership Lee Academy and Ambassador
Program.

3. Support the development of a College and Career Academy.

4. Support programs and workshops such as STEM, Art, Sports, and 4H that
would equip students with skills that address current and future needs.

5. Continue to equip our libraries and other education amenities to improve the
quality of education system and resources in Lee County.

6. Promote and support all strategies that continue to increase high school
graduation rates (e.g., GED and High School diploma programs).
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Educational attainment

91.2% 30.7% Population by highest level of education

33%F

High school grad or Bachelor's degree or 27%°
higher higher 20%*
. | | | 9‘yT -. 11%t
alittle higher than the rate in about 90 percent of the rate in °
Georgia: 88.2% Georgia: 33% _ -
alittle higher than the rate in about 90 percent of the rate in No degree Highschool  Somecollege  Bachelor's Post-grad
United States: 88.9% United States: 33.7% * Universe: Population 25 years and over Hide data / Embed
Population by highest level of education (Table B15002) View table
Column Lee County Georgia United States
No degree 88%l  +18% 1,887 3841 118% +01% 831,989 488022 11.1% +0% 25,050,356  £69,1312
High school 27.4%T  +2.9% 5845 16132 27.2%  +0.2% 1,925,348  +12,925.6 26.5% +01% 59,636,386  +161,793.2
Some college 33%1T  +34% 7,045 17248 28% +02% 1,983,294  +13509.1 287% +01% 64,656,741  +117,5996
Bachelor's 19.6%T  125% 4183 5387 202% +02% 1,426,415 10,9604 20.6% +01% 46,354,332 £118,9718
Post-grad 11.1%T  +21% 2377 4439 12.8% 01% 908,810 +9,069.3 13.1% 01% 29454503 £1035618

Figure 1: Lee County, Georgia Education Data
Source: Census Reporter (2023)

Recreation

Source: Lee County Parks and Recreation

Goal: Recreation
Achieve full spectrum recreation opportunities including both active and passive recreational
opportunities.

Policies:

1. Develop more diverse recreation programs and facilities in Lee County, including
walking/bike paths, community center, sports complex, amphitheater, agricultural
center, performing arts center, archery field, greenspace, boat/canoe/kayak ramps,
swimming pool, etc.

2. Ensure a safe, clean and friendly environment for all park users.

3. Promote and encourage students to engage in sport activities while upholding
academic standards.

4. Promote outdoor activities that stimulate friendship and healthy lifestyles.

5. Efforts to be made to preserve, improve, and market affordable and accessible
outdoor recreational facilities.
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Goal: Economic Development

Provide a proper environment for economic development to meet needs, grow, and flourish in
healthcare, transportation, education, technology, innovation and public safety. Also, build
collaborative economic networks with Leesburg and Smithville in the area of agriculture and small
businesses to strengthen our economy.

Policies:

1. Support incentives to increase quality of life (arts and recreation) and to encourage
businesses to come to Lee County

2. ldentify the needs of current businesses to help them grow and expand their
business and be more “business friendly.”

3. Support programs for professional development for ongoing training and help the
“‘unemployable” that need professional guidance and assistance.

4. Support improvements of downtown areas in Leesburg and Smithville

5. Work with investors and small businesses to establish and create good paying jobs
in Lee County

6. Maximize available opportunities and rural zones to improve economic
development.

7. Provide economic development information to prospective businesses through
agencies such as the Chamber of Commerce, Health Department, etc.

Children (Under 18)

Column Lee County Georgia United States
Poverty 11.9%1  +35% 991 3013 189% +03% 467,018 +68633 167% +01% 12,002,351 45537
Non-poverty  88.1% +19% 7,325 +4492 812% +01% 2010272 +£10,369.9 83.3% +01% 60,033,007 #6567

Seniors (65 and over)

Column Lee County Georgia United States
Poverty 8.3%  +28% 347 118 10.3%  +0.2% 155425 +3336.1 10%  +0% 5309452  +18615
Non-poverty 91.8% +64% 3,861 +1814 897% +04% 1,349,988 37178 90.1% :01% 48042911 +19508
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Household Mean and Median
Income Comparison

Southwest Ga RC -
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H Mean Household Income M Median Households Income

20,000 40,000 60,000 80,000 100,000120,000

Poverty Level

= Lee County = Southwest GaRC * Georgia

United States

Figure 2: Lee County, Georgia Household
Source: American Community Survey and SWGRC

Income

$31,470

Per capitaincome

$74,935

Median household

~ income
about 90 percent of the amount in

Georgia: $34,516 about 20 percent higher than the

about 80 percent of the amountin  amount in Georgia: $65,030

United States: $37,638 about 10 percent higher than the

amount in United States: $69,021

Poverty

9.9%

Persons below poverty line

Children (Under 18)

N,

Poverty

15%t

about two-thirds of the rate in Georgia: 13.9%

about 80 percent of the rate in United States:
12.6%

Household income

39%t

497

Under $50K $50K - $100K $100K - $200K Over $200K
Show data / Embed
Seniors (65 and over)
M Poverty . W Poverty

M Non-poverty

Poverty

7%t

M Non-poverty

Figure 3: Lee County, Georgia Economic Data
Source: Census Reporter (2023)
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Employment Status

United States

Georgia

Lee County

I

0.00% 10.00% 20.00% 30.00% 40.00% 50.00% 60.00% 70.00%

B Unemployment Rate @ Employment Rate

Lee County

Industry Rate %
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining 39.6
Construction 443
Manufacturing 453
Wholesale trade 14.4
Retail trade 19.5
Transportation and warehousing, and utilities 25.6
nformation 69.0
Finance and insurance, and real estate and rental and leasing 36.6
Professional, scientific, and management, and administrative and waste 66.1

management services
Educational services, and health care and social assistance 75.5
lArts, entertainment, and recreation, and accommodation and food services | 22.8
Other services, except public administration 27.3
Public administration 46.2

Figure 4: Lee County, Georgia Employment Status, and Industry
Source: American Community Survey and SWGRC

Natural Resource Management

Source: Georgia 4-H (2023)

Goal: Resource Management

Lee County will work with the cities of Leesburg and Smithville to promote the efficient use of natural
resources and identify and protect environmentally sensitive areas of the community. This may be
achieved by promoting energy efficiency and renewable energy generation; encouraging green
building construction and renovation; utilizing appropriate waste management techniques; fostering
water conservation and reuse; and setting environmentally sensitive areas aside as green space

or conservation reserves.
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Policies

Protect and conserve our community’s resources and ensure that resource
conservation plays an important role in future growth and development
decision-making

2. Develop infrastructure networks to steer new development away from sensitive
natural resource areas.

3. Encourage new development in suitable locations to protect natural resources,
environmentally sensitive areas, or valuable historical, archaeological, or cultural
resources from encroachment.

4. Renovate wastewater treatment plant.

5. Work to redirect development pressure away from agricultural areas to conserve
farmland to protect and preserve this important component of our community.

6. Protect ground and surface water sources to protect safe and adequate water
supplies

7. Promote programs that educate citizens about the environmental activities that
could negatively impact our natural resources (e.g. 4-H programs)

8. Use various land planning and design practices and technologies to conserve and
protect natural resource systems and reduce infrastructure costs.

9. Participate in Flood Management

Goal: Efficient Land Use T
Lee County will work with the cities of Leesburg and Smithville to

maximize the use of existing infrastructure and minimize the costly o i (i
conversion of undeveloped land in rural parts of the county. This 1

may be achieved by encouraging the development or
redevelopment of sites closer to the more heavily developed

the amount of land consumed, carefully planning an expansion of

areas within the county, designing new development to minimize \@. Leashurg @)
it}

public infrastructure, or maintaining open space in agricultural,

forestry, or conservation uses. H L)

Policies

Tl
Source: Lee County Tax Assessor

Use land efficiently to avoid the costs and problems associated with urban sprawl.
Support new land uses that protect the environment and preserve meaningful open
space

Use land efficiently to avoid the costs and problems associated with urban sprawl.
Update land use regulations to reflect current trends in land use, promote quality
development, improve clarity and promote equity.

Create unique character areas reflecting community values, culture, and heritage
of the people living or visiting them, and direct development to them accordingly.
Protect sensitive environmental resources and rural character while building
resilience, creating passive recreation opportunities and  supporting
agricultural

Encourage the development of a rational network of commercial nodes (activity
centers) to meet the service needs of citizens while avoiding unattractive and
inefficient strip development along major roadways.
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Housing

Goal: Housing Options

Lee County will work with the cities of Leesburg and
Smithville to promote an adequate range of safe, affordable,
inclusive, and resource-efficient housing in the community.
This may be achieved by encouraging the development of a
variety of housing types, sizes, costs, and densities in each [
neighborhood, instituting programs to provide housing for
residents of all socio-economic backgrounds or coordinating
with local economic development programs to ensure the
availability of adequate workforce housing in the community.

Policies

1.

2.

Source: https://greystoneproperties.net

Increase opportunities for low-to-moderate-income families to move into attainable
owner-occupied housing.

Seek to balance the supply of housing and employment in our community and
consider their location to each other.

Support the development of Downtown Leesburg to improve overall
attractiveness and local quality of life.

Preserve the character of established neighborhoods and support revitalization
efforts to increase housing opportunities and neighborhood stability.

Make use of available grants to rehabilitate substandard or dilapidated housing.
Review our tax policies and ordinances that address housing development
for business purposes such as hotels, Airbnb, and other structures that generate
revenue

60%

Occupied 40%
o | . .
0%

93%

Housing

80%

Lee County Georgia United States

B Owner Occupied B Renter Occupied

Figure 5: Lee County, Georgia Housing Data
Source: American Community Survey and SWGRC
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Lee County

= Owner-occupied housing units with a mortgage

= Owner-occupied housing units without a mortgage

Figure 6: Lee County, Georgia Mortgage Data
Source: American Community Survey and SWGRC

Transportation

The southern half of Lee County, including Leesburg, is part of the Dougherty Area Regional
Transportation Study (DARTS). As such, the identified areas are federally mandated to be part of
a Long-Range Transportation Plan (LRTP). For the purposes of this comprehensive plan, the
transportation activities in the southern half of Lee County, including the City of Leesburg, can be
viewed in the DARTS 2045 Long Range Transportation Plan. DARTS 2050 Long Range
Transportation Plan will be implemented by Fall 2024. DARTS and the LRTP can be viewed at the
following website:
http://dartsmpo.org/

Goal: Transportation Options

Lee County will work with the cities of Leesburg and Smithville to address all community residents'
transportation needs, challenges, and opportunities. This may be achieved by fostering alternative
mobility options such as walking, cycling, micro mobility systems and developing safe facilities
(Sidewalks, Pedestrian crossing, ADA ramps, traffic calming device, etc.) that connect zones
together. Also, encourage alternative transportation modes that reduce Greenhouse Gas emissions
(GHG) to include electric vehicle charging stations, such as those located at Oakland Library and
Lee County Walmart.

Policies

1. Make decisions encouraging walking, biking, car-pooling, and other alternative
transportation choices.

2. Consider access to affordable housing and impacts on transportation when
considering economic development projects.

3. Target transportation improvements to support desired development patterns for
the community (recognizing that ready availability of transportation creates
demand for land development in adjacent areas)
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4. Make provisions for the facilities that support mobility, connectivity, and safety,
such as bicycle lanes, sidewalks, pedestrian crossings, safety traffic signs, etc.

5. Support mobility machines with zero emissions, such as electric vehicles, to
reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG) and the effects of global warming.

6. Apply for grants to facilitate projects that provide safety (Safe Routes to School) and
reduce crashes.

Transportation to work

2 2 5 Means of transportation to work
o) minutes

84%
Mean travel time to work

about 80 percent of the figure in Georgia: 28.6

about 80 percent of the figure in United 11%t

:
States: 26.8 0% 0% 0%t 0%t 5%

Drove alone Carpooled  Public transit Bicycle Walked Other Worked at
home

*Universe: Workers 16 years and over

Source: Census Reporter (2023)

An integrated transportation system should contribute to residents' high quality of life and a
desirable business climate. While the automobile is the dominant mode of transportation, the
County wants to provide a balanced and coordinated "multi-modal" transportation system to
accommodate ongoing growth and development. Vast improvements to all modes of travel can help
improve the operation and capacity of the road system.

Lee County does not provide public transportation services; however, Lee County is a member of
the Southwest Georgia Regional Rural Transit System. The rural transportation system provides
demand-responsive services to 14 counties in Southwest Georgia. This system serves human
service agencies and the public from 6 am to 8 pm Monday through Friday. Transit buses are
available for all residents of Lee County, Leesburg and Smithville. The transit system provides
transport to anywhere in the region for a fee based on mileage. Users must call to schedule a
pickup by 3 pm the day before their scheduled trip. This service has proven to be very beneficial
for those that do not drive. Typically, elderly or those that do not have a license have utilized the
service for daily life activities including grocery shopping and doctor’s appointments. As public
transportation needs increase over the coming years, these services may need to be expanded or
additional transportation options offered.

Lee County and the Cities of Leesburg and Smithville have sufficient roadway networks to support
the current population and anticipated growth. Major highways include:

* Georgia Hwy 32 West from Worth County

* Georgia Hwy 32 East from Terrell County

* U.S. Highway 19 From Dougherty County

* U.S. Highway 19 From Sumter County

* U.S. Highway 82 From Dougherty and Terrell County

* Georgia Highway 91 From Dougherty County

* Georgia Highway 118 From Terrell County

* Georgia Highway 118 From Sumter County
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* Georgia Highway 133 From Dougherty County
* Georgia Highway 195 From Sumter County
* Georgia Highway 377 From Sumter County

Lee County is crisscrossed by numerous Highways. U.S. Highways 82 and 19 are by far the most
heavily travelled roadways. As evidenced by the traffic counts throughout Lee County, as you move
from North to South the traffic counts increase considerably south of Leesburg. Smithville has very
low traffic counts, as does the unincorporated areas of North Lee County.
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Figure 7: Lee County State Functional Classification Map
Source: GDOT and SWGRC

With regards to bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure, the City of Leesburg has sidewalks on Walnut
Ave from Robert B. Lee Drive to Hwy 32 in the downtown area. Highway 32 has a sidewalk on the
north side of the road that extends from Courthouse Avenue to Peach Avenue. There is also a
sidewalk on the school property that faces Hwy 32. Leesburg’s City Council plans to connect all
Lee County schools with sidewalks. Lee County BOC is patrticipating in this project by adding
sidewalks along their roadways that intersect with those of the City of Leesburg. There are also
currently dedicated bike lanes or paths in Leesburg.

Given an increase in bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure in Leesburg, there is still a problem given
the congestion that happens especially during peak periods after children are released from school.
Smithville has limited sidewalks with only a 2.5 block stretch of sidewalk in the downtown area, no
bike lanes and no bike paths. Smithville has approximately 500 citizens and limited lighting,
sidewalks, and businesses make walking or cycling in the street challenging.

Lee County supports the City of Albany in connecting and extending a rail to trails to the current
Albany/Dougherty trail that will come from Albany through Lee County (8 miles) into Terrell County
to the City of Sasser. Once completed, the 12-mile trail will provide recreational opportunity for the
population density surrounding it and the community and region.

17|Page



Parking

Parking is a concern when Superior, Magistrate or Probate Court is held in Leesburg. Leesburg
has a plan to expand their parking areas for future development. Lee County utilizes off-street
parking and has not had an issue with off-street parking ordinance requirements.

Railroads

Lee County, Leesburg and Smithville are serviced by the Norfolk Southern and Georgia
Southwestern rail line that comes through Albany and Dougherty County north to Leesburg and
Smithville. Smithville also has a leg of the Georgia Southwestern that extends west to Bronwood
and Dawson.

Lee County Traffic Count

Lee County sees some high traffic around the county lines most especially during the peak periods.
Most part of the gateways towards the south (U.S. Hwys 19 and 82) have an AADT count of
approximately 22,800 and 24,000. The lowest and the highest AADT counts are 10 and 24,000
within the county.

/

Figure 8: Lee County Traffic Counts Map Showing Annual Average Data Traffic
Source: GDOT and SWGRC

Lee County Crash Data

Figure 9 below shows all reported motor vehicle accidents in Lee County, Georgia, from January
1, 2013, through December 31, 2022. The multicolor dots (KABCO) represent the intensity and
severity of motor vehicle accidents as well as possible causes or involvement. The Georgia
Department of Transportation recorded 4,902 motor vehicle accidents in Lee County, Georgia, over
10 years. Among these crashes, seventy were reportedly pedestrian related and three (3) were
reportedly bicycle related.
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Figure 9: Lee County Crash Data (2013-2022)

Source: GDOT and SWGRC (2023)
Total Crashes Jan 1, 2013 - Dec 31, 2022 | 4,902 100%
Crash Types ' Number of Crash Crash Percentage
Intersection Related 2,952 60.22%
Single Motor Vehicle Involved 1,762 35.94%
Distracted Driver (Suspected) 1,698 34.64%
Large Truck Related 254 5.18%
Distracted Driver (Confirmed) 253 5.16%
Impaired Driving (Confirmed) 186 3.79%
Pedestrian Related 70 1.43%
Motorcycle Related 62 1.26%
Impaired Driving (Suspected) 20 0.41%
Bicycle Related 3 0.06%

Table 2: Lee County, Georgia Total Crash Data from January 2013 to December 2022
Source: GDOT (Numetric) and SWGRC (2023)

Table 2 above shows the total number of accidents in Lee County from 2013 to 2022. Intersection-
related accidents are the most among other crash types. Intersection-related accidents accounted
for 60.22%, Single Motor Vehicle Involved 35.94%, Distracted Driver (Suspected) 34.64%, Large
Truck Related 5.18%, Distracted Driver (Confirmed) 5.16%, Impaired Driving (Confirmed) 3.79%,
Pedestrian Related 1.43%, Motorcycle Related 1.26%, Impaired Suspected 0.41%, and Bicycle
Related 0.06% between January 2013 to December 2022 in Lee County, Georgia based on the
data obtained from the GDOT database.
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The Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) has developed corridors across Georgia as
state bicycle routes, and Lee County benefited from these designated routes. One of these routes
is the Wiregrass Trail, which crosses from east to west via State Route 32. The maps to the right
show the proximity of this regional trail at the county level and in relation to other state bicycle
routes. The county can work with the Georgia DOT to implement signage and improvements along
this route to increase awareness, safety, and economic development opportunities related to
recreational tourism.

Georgia State Bicycle Routes

Georgia Bicycle Route Map
= Appalachian Gateway \e‘?w_ :
_|| Georgia State Bicycle Routes

™5 mood
.14
@

Montgomery

Ay e e AL
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) A Wiregrass Trail

Tallahassee

Jacksonvill |

Figure 10: Georgia and Lee County Bicycle Routes Map; Source: GDOT and SWGRC (2023)

Goal: Community Health

Lee County will work with the cities of Leesburg and Smithville to ensure that all community
residents, regardless of age, ability, or income, have access to critical goods and services, safe
and clean neighborhoods, and work opportunities. This may be achieved by providing services to
support the basic needs of disadvantaged residents, instituting programs to foster better health and
fitness, or providing all residents the opportunity to improve their life circumstances and fully
participate in the community.

Policies
1. Institute programs to foster better health and fitness.
2. Provide all residents the opportunity to improve their circumstances in life.
3. Encourage residents to participate in the community.

The Broadband Element is a required component of the Comprehensive Plan. Lee County and the
Cities of Leesburg and Smithville know that technology can make a difference in whether a
community succeeds or fails. Technology is an essential infrastructure for developing communities.
Broadband will help redesign the digital footprint and create a process that will enable communities
to meet the demands of healthcare (Telehealth), education (Online Zoom classes) and businesses
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(TEAMS meetings), all of which are fundamental to continuing growth for our citizens. Most
communities regionally and nationwide have the highest broadband coverage near the downtown
area and these numbers dip as the area becomes more rural. Lee County and its cities are no
different.

There is a lack of providers willing to provide services and most communities are limited to only
one provider. A very limited number of rural communities can afford broadband in the rural areas
and have utilized cellular data plans to connect to the internet. A high-speed connection is not
affordable for most families. AT&T, the City of Albany, TruVista, Mediacom, and Kinetic by
Windstream are currently working to expand broadband services to areas already established in
Lee County. Kinetic by Windstream will be the sole company expanding throughout the rural areas,
to include Smithville. With more choices of service providers, the cost of this vital infrastructure
should become more affordable for Lee County citizens.

ACS 2021 5-year
Table universe: Households
Column —_ Lee County, GA
With an Internet subscription 87.5% +2.4%
Dial-up with no other type of Internet subscriptio... 0% +0.3%
Broadband of any type 87.5% +2.4%
Cellular data plan 81% +2.6%
Cellular data plan with no other type of Internet ... 13.7%
Broadband such as cable, fiber optic or DSL 68.3% +3.9%
Broadband such as cable, fiber optic or DSL with n... 4.3% +1.5%
Satellite Internet service 92.1%
Satellite Internet service with no other type of I... 1.3% +1.1¢
Other service with no other type of Internet subsc... 0% +0.3%
Internet access without a subscription 1.1% :0.7%
No Internet access 11.3% +2.3%

Figure 11: Lee County Households Broadband Subscription Data
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Lee County Broadband Map

Legend
Leesburg
Census Block Status

Served
Unserved
No Locations

Lee County

Unserved Locations: 2,178
55‘”.'6(/ Loc: 211,851

Percent Unserved: 16

Figure 12: Lee County Broadband Map Showing Served, Unserved and no Location Areas

Lee County currently has over 2,000 locations that are unserved and more than 11,000 served
locations with a broadband infrastructure. Overall, 16% of citizens countywide are unserved based
on the Georgia Broadband Availability data obtained.

Goal: Facilitate the expansion of Broadband infrastructure to areas with no broadband
facility and unserved areas.

Lee County and its cities have continued to work on expanding broadband to those areas that are
underserved. Kinetic by Windstream has partnered with Lee County for a broadband expansion
project hereby connecting areas of the county previously unserved by internet providers with
reliable internet access. The engineering design is expected to be completed by January 2024 and
crews are expected to begin fiber installation in early 2024 with anticipated completion of over 4,234
underserved properties by the end of 2024. The project is required to be completed by 2026 with
minimum speeds of 100 Mbps download and 100 Mbps upload. Funding for this project includes a
Grant award from Georgia’s State & Local Fiscal Recovery Funds, Kinetic funding with a match
from Lee County, and ARPA funding for a total investment of $21,079,046.00 for the benefit of the
citizens and businesses of Lee County.
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Land Use Element

The Future Land Use Map is a required component for all communities that have zoning. It is
intended to be an expression of the community’s vision for the future, and a guide to its future
development patterns countywide. It is based on previous Future land use maps with updates
added to fully meet the trends of development in Lee County, Leesburg and Smithville and was
refined with the help of the public during the public outreach portion of the plan’s development. It is
intended to be a representation of the community’s vision for the future. Below are descriptions of
categories which are utilized on the Future Land Use Map.

This residential category is intended to correspond primarily to existing neighborhoods but is also
proposed for undeveloped areas adjacent to existing neighborhoods. The residential category
means residential lot sizes of approximately 7,500 square feet to 22,000 square feet or more. The
primary housing types are detached, single-family residential, duplexes and manufactured homes.
This future land use category is implemented with one or more residential zoning districts.
Regulations may differ according to zoning district; for instance, manufactured homes may be
permitted in one residential category but not in another. Furthermore, different lot sizes may be
established as may be necessary.

This category is for land dedicated to commercial business use, including retail sales, services, and
entertainment facilities and service industries. Commercial uses may be located as a single use in
one building or grouped together in a shopping center. Commercial areas are intended to provide
suitable areas for those business and commercial uses that primarily serve the public traveling by
automobile, and which benefit from direct access to highways. Such districts are generally designed
so that the automobile has precedence over pedestrian traffic. This area is intended to be
implemented with one or more commercial zoning districts.

This category corresponds to industrial operations which may or may not be objectionable due to
the emission of noise, vibration, smoke, dust, gas, fumes, odors, or radiation and that may create
fire or explosion hazards or other objectionable conditions. Uses within this district may require
substantial quantities of water for manufacturing operations and may require rail, air, or water
transportation.

The agricultural land use designation in Lee County is intended for those areas generally outside
of the urban service areas which are associated with agricultural farm operations and associated
activities, forestry, estates, groundwater recharge areas, and low-density residential development
that may or may not be accessory to agricultural or farm operation of varying sizes.

The conservation areas in Lee County are typically characterized by areas that are prone to
flooding or lie in the 100-year floodplain where development pressure is high but is generally
discouraged given the environmental characteristics of the property. Development is discouraged
in the floodplain and floodway; however, many properties within the floodplain were developed in
the past and remain despite the FEMA buyout option being utilized as an option for property owners.
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Future Land Use Classifications
The predominant use of land is residential, single-family, and
Residential multi-family dwelling units.

Non-industrial business uses, including retail sales, office,
service, and entertainment facilities, are grouped in one
building, shopping center, or office building.

Land dedicated to active or passive recreational uses. These
areas may be publicly or privately owned and include
playgrounds, public parks, nature preserves, wildlife
management areas, national forests, golf courses, recreation
centers, or similar uses.

Parks/Recreation/Conservation

Land dedicated to manufacturing facilities, processing plants,
factories, warehousing and wholesale trade facilities, mining
or mineral extraction activities, or other similar uses.

Land dedicated to farming (fields, lots, pastures, farmsteads,
specialty farms, livestock production, etc.), agriculture, or
commercial timber or pulpwood harvesting.

Lee County Future Land Use Map
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Capital Improvements Element

All local governments that utilize an impact fee system under the Georgia Development Impact Fee
Act must include a Capital Improvements Element in their comprehensive plans and update this
Capital Improvements Element portion of their plan annually. The CIE Update is a useful tool that
gives the community a clear idea of how and where your Impact Fees are being used.

The CIE Update must include two components: Annual Financial Report and Schedule of
Improvements/STWP Addendum.

The purpose of the Annual Financial Report is to provide an overview of impact fees collected,
encumbered and used by category of public facility and service area for the last completed fiscal
year. The financial report does not include information for the current year. The purpose of the
Schedule of Improvements is to identify all capital improvement projects to be financed in whole or
in part by impact fees during the upcoming five years, beginning with the current year. This must
include any changes to previously listed capital improvement projects (such as adjustment of
project costs, changes in funding sources, construction schedules, or project scope) plus a new
fifth year schedule of improvements for projects to be funded with impact fees.

The Board of Commissioners must hold at least one public hearing for the CIE Update once
completed. The purpose of the public hearing is to inform the public of the contents of the draft CIE
Update to receive suggestions and comments on the document. Copies of the draft CIE Update
are available to the public sufficiently in advance of this hearing to allow time for citizens to review
and formulate their comments prior to the hearing. Following the public hearing, the CIE update is
submitted to the Southwest Georgia Regional Commission and subsequently the Georgia
Department of Community Affairs for review and approval.

Lee County has been charging Impact Fees for new development since 2006. A copy of the Capital
Improvements Element can be found at:

Lee County Board of Commissioners
102 Starksville Avenue North
Leesburg, Georgia 31763

A copy of the annual update can be found at the address above or on the Lee County website:

http://www.lee.ga.us/government/departments/planning.html
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Lee County Report of Accomplishments

This section examined the projects listed in the community work program in the last comprehensive
plan update. It evaluated each task listed to determine if the job was completed or not completed.
The Regional Commission staff met with the local government and reviewed the listed projects.
Based on these assessments the report of accomplishment (ROA) was created. Four classification
responses were used to determine the project’s status. These classifications are:

Completed

(Include an explanation for the reason)

Currently Underway (Include a projected completion date)
Postponed (Include an explanation of the reason)
Not Accomplished and will no longer be undertaken or pursued by the local government

Any incomplete and active projects are moved to the new community work program (2025-2029).

LEE COUNTY REPORT OF ACCOMPLISMENTS 2018-2024

Activity 2018-2024 |Responsible Party | Cost Estimate Possible Funding Source Status
Community Facilities
Prepare and implement a
five-year master plan of all
county government offices Currently
and outside agencies to Underway,
include facilities, 2018-2024 County Staff Time General Funds 2025
personnel, and equipment.
Ensure future
improvements to water
and treatment facilities that
promote balanced and Lee County o _ Currently
efficient growth and 2018-2024 Lee County $10,000,000.00 Utilities Authority Revenue| Underway,
o B . State and Federal Loans 2025
maximize the use of Utilities Authority CDGB
existing facilities.
Implement a plan to
discourage developments
with septic systems and Currently
private treatment systems 2018-2024 Lee County Staff Time Underway,
in dense developments or Hard Cost TBD General Funds 2025
near environmentally
sensitive areas.
Library collections Lee County Impact Fees Currently
materials purchase 2018-2024 Library Board $400,000.00 State of Georgia Underway,
General Fund 2025
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Expand New Multi-
Purpose Recreation

Facility 231 Stata Route 3 Impact Fees Currently
(100 acres purchased) & | 5018.2024 | Lee County Cost TBD SPost Underway,
of the park. General Fund
Determine the feasibility
and implement a plan to
provide a safe pedestrian DARTS _ SPLOST Currently
and bicycle facilities 2018-2024 Lee County Staff Time GDOT Unggrzv;ay,
network.
Plan, design, and construct
Forrester Parkway/ Westover
Road Extension. (Phasel SPLOST Currently
Completed: Oakland 2018-2024 | €€ County TBD GDOT Underway,
Parkway/ Forrester General Fund 2025
Roundabout)
Design and construct two
(2) new roads to support
Lee County Medical Currently
Cent_er and Ia_QJommg _ 2018-2024 Lee County TBD SPLOST Underway,
medical facilities and retail General Fund 2025
opportunities.
Establish full-time GIS
staff and technology to
provide current tax parcel,
zoning and other relevant
data for daily operations 2018-2024 Lee County $350,000.00 SPLOST Completed
and reporting
requirements.
Construct a Fire Training
Facility available to the 2018-2024 Lee County TBD General Fund Completed
SWGA Region.
Improve 1SO rating by
developing and
implementing a plan for
appropriate training and 2018-2024 Lee County TBD General Fund Completed
certification.
Upgrade
telecommunications
equipment to Currently
quip 2018-2024 |  Lee County $225,000.00 General Fund Underway,
mitigate/resolve cyber 2025

security risks.
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Natural and Cultural Resources

Muckalee Creek and Flint
River.

SPLOST

Design scenic gateway Currently
features at the road Underway,
entrances into the county. 2018-2024 Lee County $50,000.00 General Fund 2025
Develop and improve canoe

and kayak boat ramps; install

wayfinding signage; improve

water safety and rescue with DNR Currently
installation of mile markers | 2018.2024 |  Lee County TBD gtate Glrgntsa Underway,
on Kinchafoonee Creek, eneral Fun 2025

28 | Page




Lee County Community Work Program 2025-2029

LEE COUNTY COMMUNITY WORK PROGRAM 2025-2029

Completed: Oakland Parkway/
Forrester Roundabout)

Activity 2025-2029 | Responsible Party Cost Estimate Possible Funding Source
Community Facilities
Prepare and implement a five-
year master plan of all county
government offices and _
outside agencies to include 2025-2029 County Staff Time General Funds
facilities, personnel, and
equipment.
Ensure future improvements to
water and treatment facilities Lee County Utilities Authority Revenue
that promote balanced and 2025-2029 | Lee County Utilities | $10,000,000.00 ARPA
efficient growth and maximize Authority Grants
the use of existing facilities.
Implement a plan to
discourage developments with
septic systems and private i
. Staff Time
treatment systems in dense 2025-2029 Lee County General Funds
Hard Cost TBD
developments or near
environmentally sensitive
areas.
Library collections materials Lee County Impact Fees
purchase 2025-2029 Library Board $400,000.00 General Fund
Expand New Multi-Purpose
Recreation Facility 231 Stata Impact Fees
Route 3 (100 acres 2025-2029 Lee County Cost TBD Fed |SP5%ST s
purchased) & planning and e erg an I::ated rants
development of the park. eneral Fun
Determine the feasibility and
implement a plan to provide a DARTS _ TSPLOST
safe pedestrian and bicycle 2025-2029 Lee County Staff Time SPLOST
facilities network. GDOT
Plan, design, and construct
Forrester Parkway/ Westover
Road Extension. (Phasel SPLOST
' 2025-2029 Lee County TBD GDOT

General Fund
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Design and construct 2 new
roads to support Lee County
Medical Center and adjoining
medical facilities and retail
opportunities.

2025-2029

Lee County

TBD

SPLOST
General Fund

Upgrade telecommunications
equipment to mitigate/resolve
cyber security risks.

2025-2029

Lee County

$225,000.00

SPLOST

With partners and developers,
plan, design, and construct the
Lee County Medical Center
and adjoining medical facilities
and other commercial
development opportunities.

2025-2029

Lee County

TBD

Public-Private Partnerships

Maintain full-time GIS staff and
technology to provide current
tax parcel, zoning and other
relevant data for daily
operations and reporting
requirements.

2025-2029

Lee County

$350,000

SPLOST

Upgrade telecommunications
equipment to increase Public
Safety communications

2025-2029

Lee County

$450,000

SPLOST
General Fund

Partner with vendors to
expand water and sewer
resources for future residential
and commercial
developments.

2025-2029

Lee County
Lee County Utilities
Authority

$7,464,195.00

Grants

Refresh Lee County logo and
website

2025-2029

Lee County

TBD

SPLOST

Broadband

Partner with vendors to
provide Broadband internet
access to those citizens in
areas of the county in most
need.

2025-2029

Lee County

$21 million

Grant
Windstream Partnership
General
Fund
ARPA Funds

Natural and Cultural R

esources

Design scenic gateway features
at the road entrances into the
county.

2025-2029

Lee County

$50,000.00

General Fund
Grants
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Develop and improve canoe and
kayak boat ramps; install
wayfinding signage; improve
water safety and rescue with

DNR
State Grants

designation.

k i - 2025-2029 Lee County TBD | d
installation of mile markers on General Fun
Kinchafoonee Creek, Muckalee SPLOST
Creek and Flint River.

General Planning
Plan and build a community Staff Time In-Kind Donations
garden 2025-2029 Lee County Hard Costs TBD CommungaPnat\;tnersmps
Participate in the development County GEMA
and update of the Pre-Hazard Cities $25.000.00 FEMA
Mitigation Plan. 2025-2029 RC o Grants
Participate in the development County
and update O,f the Joint 2025-2029 Cities Staff-Time General Fund
Comprehensive Plan. RC
Partner with Southwest Georgia
Regional Commission to develop
Age Friendly activities that Count
support the Age-Friend|y 2025-2029 RC y RC Staff-Time Grants
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Resolution

A RESOLUTION
BY LEE COUNTY
TO ADOPT THE LEE COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

WHEREAS, Lee County, Georgia. has found it necessary to update the Lee County
Comprehensive Plan as part of the requirements to maintain its Qualified Local Government
Status;

WHEREAS, the County Commission held public meetings and hearings to allow private
citizens to review the Comprehensive Plan and gathered citizen'’s input;

WHEREAS, in the development of the comprehensive plan, Lee County examined,
evaluated, and, where applicable, incorporated considerations of both the Flint River Basin
Regional Water Development and Conservation Plan and the Environmental Planning Criteria
pursuant to O.C.G.A, 12-2-8, and,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Lee Counly, Georgia, that the
Comprehensive Plan shall be adopted. hereby certifying that adequate citizen participation
requirements have been met.

Adoptedonthe 9 dayof 7_\)5933% 2024

Fautiyn, Goodt

Kaitlyn Good/
County Clerk, Lee County
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CITY OF LEESBURG
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Leesburg, Georgia is located in the southwestern part of the State of Georgia, with a total area of
4.9 square miles. The city has an estimated population of 3,407 and 693.5 people per square mile.
Leesburg, Georgia is the county seat of Lee County and is the intersecting point of three important
highways: SR 3/US 19, SR 32 and SR 195. In addition, a railroad runs through downtown Leesburg,
parallel to SR3/US 19. The city is also home to several large public schools that serve the
surrounding areas of Lee County as well as the City of Leesburg.

Demographics

Age

T Margin of error is at least 10 percent of the total value. Take care with this statistic.

3 2 1 Population by age range Population by age category
Medi i ol
edlan age y
§ 16%" 1597 159t Yy 4
about 80 percent of the 104 cy | 18to64
figure in the Albany, GA o THT 4%T » W 63%1' I
Metro Area: 37.6 - _° N y 4
\\\ e ,«'//

about 90 percent of the 0- 10 19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50 59 60-69 70-79 80+
figure in Georgia: 37.1

Show data / Embed
M under18 [ 18to 64

M 65and over

Figure 13: Leesburg, Georgia Population Data
Source: Census Reporter (2023)

The median age from newborn to over 80 years is 32.1 years, and the population between the ages
of 18 to 64 years accounted for 63% of the total population. The population of 65 years and over
constitutes 11%, population under the age of 18 years (26%), and population of 18 to 64 years
constitutes 63%. This indicates a larger workforce of 63% of the population in Leesburg, Georgia.
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Race and Ethnicity

Sex Race & Ethnicity

53%1
43%"

Male
51%!
1%" 1%T 0% 0% 1%" 1%T
White Black Native Asian Islander Other Two+ Hispanic
B Male Female * Hispanic includes respondents of any race. Other categories are non-Hispanic.

Figure 14: Leesburg, Georgia Race and Ethnicity Data
Source: Census Reporter (2023)

In sex comparison, there are more male population than the female in Leesburg according to the
data obtained from the Census Report. In the area of race and ethnicity, Leesburg has a little or
more than one percent (1%) of Native, Asian, and Hispanic population. The dominant race, White
constitutes 53% or more while the African American (Black) population is 43% or more.

Vision Statement

A fast-growing city that believes in an ideological system of equal opportunity and creating a
conducive environment that allows citizens, investors, small businesses, and farmers, to add value
to our community while considering the community’s health. We are committed to serving with all
our strengths and provide infrastructure and amenities that address the needs and improve the
well-being of the citizens. We believe in community engagement and participation in policies
development that foster excellent quality of life.

Our community's commitment to education, technology, innovation, sports, health, and art will give
opportunities to future professionals or leaders to succeed and protect the character of Leesburg.
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Strengths Weaknesses Opportunities and Threats

Community Strengths

Lee County School System

Full Service Public Safety

Natural amenities

High income household

Good demographic profile/Professional population
Civic Pride

Proximity to metro area

Growing economy

Abundant water supply

Recreation opportunities

Good weather conditions

Adequate power grid- Sumter EMC & GA Power
Reasonable city taxes

Celebrities- Luke Bryan, Buster Posey, Carly
Mathis, Phillip Phillips

High Standard of Living

e Lee County Library Systems

e Lee County Family Connection, Inc.

Community Weaknesses

Rush hour traffic jam in Leesburg

Better community branding and welcome signage
Communication problem

Quality of Life

Location of Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA)
declining/population

Declining State Representative influence in Atlanta.
Lee County surrounded by poverty.

Lack of employment opportunity for Professional — kids
leave when they graduate.

School board taxes

Community Opportunities

Infrastructure — expansion to foster growth.
Parks & Recreation development

Attract retirees with no burden on retirees.
Bike Path Golf Path development
Regional Cooperation

Community Threats

Closure of Marine Corps Logistic Base
Gangs

Natural Disaster

Crime

Decline of Dougherty County population
Railroad proximity to business environment

The assessment of SWOT helps the citizens, elected officials, business owners, investors, and decision
makers to understand their internal and external environments. A healthy community should have a
strategic plan, engage the community to participate or contribute to community development,
meticulously allocate resources, be proactive, be able to measure or monitor the progress, understand,
and address community’s needs, and prioritize actionable steps to respond to the community’s issues.
By using one of these planning process methods, it empowers communities to plan strategically,
engage their members, allocate resources efficiently, and address weaknesses and threats proactively.
Thus, communities can work toward a more sustainable and prosperous future.
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Needs & Opportunities

City of Leesburg

The identification of needs and opportunities is an important step in the development of strategies
to address those needs and opportunities. The County and Cities desire to move forward in the

future. Public and community input was a vital part of identifying needs and opportunities.
Needs
= We need to improve our Downtown Area and more recreational facilities including public
greenspace, trails, activity spaces, gathering spaces.
= We need to improve our infrastructure to encourage more economic development.
= We need to bolster our industrial and commercial tax base to offset taxes on residential.
= We need to work with the Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) or local authority
to address school traffic in Leesburg causing severe congestion.
= We need to employ strategies that would eliminate communication problems among the
municipalities, to improve citizens’ participation and engaging Lee County and the cities’
residents in community events and meetings.
= | ee County/Leesburg needs to expand infrastructure where they want growth to happen.
= We need to work with the Lee County School System to develop plans and strategies that
would increase and retain High School graduates. Efforts need to be made to make Lee
County more desirable and affordable to young adults by providing jobs and housing they
can afford without a huge mortgage.
= Lee County needs to develop Health Facilities to improve the quality of life in the community.
Opportunities
= Opportunities exist for expansion of infrastructure (broadband, Water and Sewer) to spur
growth.
= River tourism due to the presence of Creeks and River (Kinchafoonee Creek, Muckalee
Creek, Lake Blackshear, and Flint River).
= Parks, Recreation and Agricultural facility development
= A good environment to attract retirees.
= Bike path development and connectivity opportunities.
= The existence of three Senior Living Communities
= |mprovements can be made to the Lee County schools with regards to government services
= Boat landing opportunities (Jackson’s Ford)
= Opportunity for rails to trails system.

The presence of a good library system that offers senior and children’s classes and
workshops.
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Goals and Policies

The Community Goals are the most important part of the plan, for they identify the community’s
direction for the future. The purpose of the goals is to lay out a road map for the community’s future
through a public process involving community partners and other stakeholders in the decision-
making process about the future of Lee County and the Cities of Leesburg and Smithville.

The following goals and policies were identified to guide the City of Leesburg in its decision-making
process and produce a desired outcome for the citizens and the elected officials.

Education Opportunities

Make educational and training opportunities readily available to enable all community residents to
improve their job skills, adapt to technological advances, manage their finances, or pursue life
ambitions. This can be achieved by expanding and improving local educational institutions or
programs; providing access to other institutions in the region; instituting programs to improve local
graduation rates; expanding vocational education programs; or coordinating with local economic
development programs to ensure an adequately trained and skilled workforce.

The population of people with levels of education in Leesburg, Georgia, are a little higher than the
rate in the metropolitan area (Albany, Georgia). Leesburg has 89% of high school graduate or
higher that is 3.8% higher than Albany, Georgia. Also, 27% of people in Leesburg have bachelor’s
degree or higher. The chart below displays the Leesburg educational attainment.

Educational attainment

T Margin of error is at least 10 percent of the total value. Take care with this statistic.

8 9% 2 7% Population by highest level of education

36%"

High school grad or  Bachelor's degree or

higher higher
N 16%" .

. R . 11% 11%
alittle higher than therate  about 25 percent higher °
in the Albany, GA Metro than the rate in the Albany, - -
Area: 85.2% GA Metro Area: 21.9% No degree High school Some college Bachelor's  Post-grad
about the same as the rate about 80 percent of the * Universe: Population 25 years and over Show data / Embed
in Georgia: 88.2% rate in Georgia: 33%

Figure 15: Leesburg, Georgia Educational Attainment Data
Source: Census Reporter (2023)

Goal: Education
Increase post-secondary educational opportunities within Leesburg.

Policies:
* Maintain and improve educational opportunities in Leesburg.
*  We will Support the development of a College and Career Academy
» Our school system will work with universities and technical colleges within our region
in transitioning high school students into degree programs.
*  We will support programs and workshops such as STEM, Art, Sport, 4H, etc. that
would equip students with skills that address current and future needs.
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*  We will continue to equip our libraries and other education amenities to improve the
quality of education system and resources in Lee County.

*  We will promote and support strategies that would increase high school graduation
rates (E.g., GED programs/High School diploma programs)

Recreational Resources

Source: https://www.cityofleesburgga.com/community/page/photo-gallery

Recreational resources are a vital part of enhancing the quality of life for individuals and
communities. It contributes to physical fitness, social interaction, and the overall well-being of
community. Activities such as sport, trailing, cycling, walking, etc., help to improve our health, foster
community interactions, create opportunity for economic development and improve the quality of
life. Proper planning, development, and conservation of these resources are essential to ensure
their availability and sustainability for future generations.

Goal: Recreation
Achieve full spectrum recreation opportunities including both active and passive recreational
opportunities.

Policies:

* Develop a more diverse recreation program and facilities in Leesburg.
(Walking/bike paths, Community Center, Sports Complex, Amphitheater,
Agricultural Center, performing arts center, Archery field, greenspace,
boat/canoe/kayak ramps, swimming pool)

* We will ensure a safe, clean, and friendly environment for all park users.

* We will promote and encourage students to engage in sport activities while
upholding academic standards.

*  We will promote outdoor activities that stimulate friendship and healthy lifestyles.
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Resource Management

Promoting the efficient use of natural resources, identifying the resources, and protecting sensitive
areas in our community is of great value to the environment. Educating the citizens and publicity
on the importance of protecting natural resources may help to mitigate natural disasters and
protection of the environment which may reduce environmental problems. For instance, dumping
waste or untreated wastes into the nearby river may cause the water level to rise, which may lead
to flooding. Therefore, it is very important to protect our natural resources. This may be achieved
by promoting energy efficiency and renewable energy generation; encouraging green building
construction and renovation; utilizing appropriate waste management techniques; fostering water
conservation and reuse; or setting environmentally sensitive areas aside as green space or
conservation reserves.

Goal: Resource Management
The City of Leesburg will work with the City of Smithville and the County to promote the efficient
use of natural resources and identify and protect environmentally sensitive areas of the community.

Policies:

* We will protect and conserve our community’s resources and play an important role in future
growth and development decision-making.

* Infrastructure networks will be developed to steer new development away from sensitive
natural resource areas.

* We will encourage new development in suitable locations to protect natural resources,
environmentally sensitive areas, or valuable historical, archaeological, or cultural resources
from encroachment.

* We will protect ground and surface water sources by protecting safe and adequate water
supplies.

*  We will promote programs that educate citizens about the environmental activities that could
negatively impact our natural resources. (Example 4-H programs)

Economic Prosperity

Encourage development or expansion of businesses and industries that are suitable for the
community. Factors to consider when determining suitability include job skills required; long-term
sustainability; linkages to other economic activities in the region; impact on the resources of the
area; or prospects for creating job opportunities that meet the needs of a diverse local workforce.
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Income

$28,592

Per capita income

t Margin of error is at least 10 percent of the total value. Take care with this statistic.

Household income

$67,551

Median household

39%!

income
about 10 percent higher

than the amount inthe about 1.4 times the amount

Albany, GA Metro Area: in the Albany, GA Metro
$26,080 Area: $49,500 Under $50K
about 80 percent of the alittle higher than the

amount in Georgia: $34,516  amountin Georgia: $65,030

Poverty

Children (Under 18)

23.9%

. I Povert
Persons below poverty line Y

Poverty

25%"

about 10 percent higher than the rate
in the Albany, GA Metro Area: 21.9%

more than 1.5 times the rate in
Georgia: 13.9%

.- 2
e

$50K -$100K $100K-$200K  Over $200K

t Margin of error is at least 10 percent of the total value. Take care with this statistic.

7] Non-poverty

29%1 29%"

Show data / Embed

Seniors (65 and over)

ny,

Poverty

12%"

H Poverty
[ Non-poverty

Figure 16: Leesburg, Georgia Income Data
Source: Census Reporter (2023)

§67,551
Leesburg $84,973
§74,935
Lee County $86,543
§47 247

Southwest GA RC §64,819
Georgia $65,030

§91,082

0 50,000 100,000 150,000 200,000 250,000
I Mean 3 Median

Source: American Community Survey, 2021 5-year estimates, tables B19013 and B19025

0

Lee County 1%

31%
Southwest GA RC EA

Georgia _ 149
40 60 80 100

|-Total Population —Children

Source: American Community Survey, 2021 5-year estimates, table B17010

Figure 17: Leesburg, Georgia Household Income; Source: Georgia Municipal Association and SWGRC
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Unemployment Rate: 18.9%! Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining 1%
Construction 6%
Manufacturing 5%
Wholesale Trade 4%
Retail Trade 9%
Transportation and warehousing, and utilities 5%
@ Civilian Employed Information 2%
gﬁ:::p;:: fores Finance and insurance, real estate, rental, leasing 4%
Professional, scientific, mgt, administrative, waste mgt 9%
Educational services, and health care and social assistance 30%
Arts, entertainment, recreation, accommodation, food 5%
service
Other services, except public administration 6%
Public administration 14%
Source: American Community Survey, 2021 5-year estimates, table B23001 Source: American Community Survey, 2021 5-year estimates, table C24030
Note: Unemployment rate is based upon the civilian labor force.

Figure 18: Leesburg, Georgia Labor Force and Employment; Source: Georgia Municipal Association and SWGRC

Goal: Economic and Downtown Development

Provide a proper environment for economic development to grow and flourish in healthcare,
transportation, education, technology, innovation, and public safety. Also, build collaborative
economic networks with Lee County and Smithville in agriculture and small businesses to
strengthen the local economy.

Policies:

*  Support incentives to increase quality of life (arts and recreation) and to encourage
business to come to Leesburg.

* Identify the needs of current businesses to help them grow and expand their
business and be more “business friendly.”

»  Support programs for professional development for ongoing training and help the
“‘unemployable” that need professional guidance and assistance.

+  Work with providers to increase the availability of high-speed internet to areas within
the city limits and additional infrastructure to serve the community’s future needs.

*  Support improvements of downtown Leesburg and its environment.

*  We will work with investors and small businesses to establish and create good
paying jobs in Leesburg, Smithville, and the County

*  We will maximize available opportunities and rural zones to improve economic
development.

*  We will provide economic development information to prospective businesses
through our agencies such as the Chamber of Commerce, Health Department, etc.
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Housing Options

Promoting an adequate range of safe, affordable,
inclusive, and resource efficient housing is a crucial
need, especially since the invasion of COVID-19.
Commodities, housing, gasoline, and the cost of goods
and services increased geometrically. This sudden
increase has created a lot of issues regarding what is
affordable. The scale of preference and the opportunity
cost kicked in, and people had to make choices due to
the economic hardship. For instance, some people
could not afford to pay rent, mortgage, and essentials,
etc., due to the pandemic. At present, the economic
hardships have lessened due to various federal, state,
and local government incentives and programs.
However, due to the rising cost of housing people are
still struggling to become homeowners. This may be
achieved by encouraging development of a variety of
housing types, sizes, costs, and densities in each Source: https:/www.nahb.org/advocacy/industry-
neighborhood; promoting programs to provide housing E:;;s/’\"j‘r:‘:tf’fhlo;/g’s‘l’z am”ﬁjgle:i?rﬁ:;ﬁ;z':

for residents of all socioeconomic backgrounds,

including affordable mortgage finance options; instituting programs to address homelessness
issues in the community; or coordinating with local economic development programs to ensure
availability of adequate workforce housing in the community.

Vacant
8%

Owner without
Mortgage
16%

Occupied Renter 45%

92%

Figure 19: Leesburg, Georgia Housing Data
Source: American Community Survey, 2021 5-year Estimates and SWGRC
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Median Housing Costs Housing Cost-Burdened Households

.
$1,014 36%
e oy e 61123 e oty e 149% '
(I 5794 [ 47%
Southwest GA RC I 56 Southwest GA RC . 1%
. $1,110 . 50%
Georgia ——— Georgia  —r— ’
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Source: American Community Survey, 2021 5-year estimates, tables B25088 and B25064 Source: American Community Survey, 2021 5-year estimates, tables B25091 and B25070

Figure 20: Leesburg, Georgia Housing Data
Source: Georgia Municipal Association and SWGRC

To promote an adequate range of safe, affordable, inclusive, and resource-efficient housing in
Leesburg, Georgia, and other areas within the county.

Policies:

We will work with the county and the City of Smithville to promote an adequate range of
safe, affordable, and inclusionary housing.

We will increase opportunities for low-to-moderate-income families to move into affordable
owner-occupied housing.

We will seek to balance the supply of housing and employment in our community and
consider their location to each other.

Our community will use land efficiently to avoid the costs and problems associated with
urban sprawl.

We will encourage the development of Downtown as a vibrant community center to improve
overall attractiveness and local quality of life.

We support new land uses that protect the environment and preserve meaningful open
space.

We will work with developers to accommodate inclusionary, senior, and middle housing.
We will make use of available grants to rehabilitate substandard or dilapidated housing.
We will review our tax policies and ordinances that put balances to housing development
for business purposes such as hotels, Airbnb, and other structures that generate revenue.
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Community Health

The City of Leesburg will ensure that all community residents,
regardless of age, ability, or income, have access to critical goods
and services, safe and clean neighborhoods, and good work
opportunities. This may be achieved by providing services to
support the basic needs of disadvantaged residents, including the
disabled; instituting programs to improve public safety; promoting
programs that foster better health and fitness; or otherwise
providing all residents the opportunity to improve their
circumstances in life and to fully participate in the community.

Develos
COMMUNITY
HEALTH
ASSESSMENT

Prioritize
Needsand @)
Assets

Source:
https://www.healthycommunities.org/resources

To ensure that all community residents, regardless of age, ability, or income, have access
to critical goods and services, safe and clean neighborhoods, and good work opportunities.

Policies:

*  We will work with Lee County and Smithville to improve access to critical infrastructure that

aligns with the needs of the residents.

* We will encourage the development of a rational network of commercial nodes (Activity
centers) to meet the service needs of citizens while avoiding unattractive and inefficient strip

development along major roadways.

*  We are committed to providing pleasant, accessible public gathering places and parks

throughout the community.

* We will invest in parks and open spaces to enhance the quality of life for our citizens.

Transportation Options

The City of Leesburg is committed to addressing the transportation needs, challenges, and
opportunities of all community residents. This is evident in the recent study titled “Leesburg School
Connectivity Study” that was completed in October 2019. The study is to develop recommendations
that consider all users including pedestrian, bicycle, and vehicular traffic, and improve connectivity
between the schools in the City of Leesburg and improve safety for all users. Figure 19 below shows

the study area and the schools in the City of Leesburg.
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Figure 21: Leesburg School Connectivity Study Area
Source: City of Leesburg

The southern half of Lee County, including Leesburg, is part of the Dougherty Area Regional
Transportation Study (DARTS). As such, the identified areas are federally mandated to be part of
a Long-Range Transportation Plan (LRTP). For the purposes of this comprehensive plan, the
transportation activities in the southern half of Lee County, including the City of Leesburg, can be
viewed in the DARTS 2045 Long Range Transportation Plan. DARTS 2050 Long Range
Transportation Plan will be implemented by fall 2024. DARTS and the LRTP can be viewed at the
following website:
http://dartsmpo.org/

An integrated transportation system should contribute to a high quality of life for residents and a
desirable climate for business. Many transportation issues in Lee County are related to the increase
in vehicular volumes and congestion. While the automobile is the dominant mode of transportation,
Lee County, Leesburg and Smithville want to provide a balanced and coordinated “multimodal”
transportation system to accommodate ongoing growth and development. Comprehensive
improvements to all modes of travel can help improve the operation and capacity of the road
system.

Goal: Transportation Options
The City of Leesburg will work with Smithville and Lee County to address all community
residents' transportation needs, challenges, and opportunities. This may be achieved by
fostering alternative mobility options such as walking, cycling, micro mobility systems and
developing safe facilities (Sidewalks, Pedestrian crossing, ADA ramps, traffic calming device,
etc.) that connect zones together. Also, encourage alternative transportation modes that
reduce Greenhouse Gas emissions (GHG).

Policies

* We will make decisions encouraging walking, biking, car-pooling, and other alternative
transportation choices.
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* We will consider access to affordable housing and impacts on transportation when
considering economic development projects.

* We will target transportation improvements to support desired development patterns for the
community (recognizing that ready availability of transportation creates demand for land
development in adjacent areas).

* We will make provisions for the facilities that support mobility, connectivity, and safety, such
as bicycle lanes, sidewalks, pedestrian crossings, safety traffic signs, etc.

* We will support mobility machines with zero emissions, such as electric vehicles, to reduce
Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG) and the effects of global warming.

* We will apply for grants to facilitate projects that provide safety (Safe Routes to School) and
reduce crashes.

The chart below shows the commuting pattern in Leesburg, Georgia. Most people in
Leesburg make use of their private vehicle to commute to places. This means of
transportation constitutes over 76%, while carpooled is 15% or over. Averagely, the mean
travel time to work is around 27.1 minutes.

Transportation to work

T Margin of error is at least 10 percent of the total value. Take care with this statistic.
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Figure 22: Leesburg, Georgia Commuting Pattern
Source: Census Reporter (2023)

An integrated transportation system should contribute to residents' high quality of life and a
desirable business climate. Because Smithville is a small town with a population of fewer than one
thousand population, there are fewer transportation issues in traffic volumes and congestion. While
the automobile is the dominant mode of transportation, the County wants to provide a balanced
and coordinated "multi-modal" transportation system to accommodate ongoing growth and
development. Vast improvements to all modes of travel can help improve the operation and capacity
of the road system.

Leesburg does not provide public transportation services; however, Southwest Georgia Regional
Commission provides rural transit services. The rural transportation system provides demand-
responsive services to 14 counties in Southwest Georgia. This system serves human service
agencies and the public in the City of Leesburg from 6 am to 8 pm Monday through Friday. Getting
a seat on one of the buses is sometimes limited. As public transportation needs increase over the
coming years, these services may need to be expanded or additional transportation options offered.
These services are provided through the Department of Human Services (DHS).
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Lee County and the Cities of Leesburg and Smithville have sufficient roadway networks to
support the current population and anticipated growth. Major highways include:

* Georgia Hwy 32 West from Worth County

* Georgia Hwy 32 From Terrell County

* U.S. Highway 19 From Dougherty County

* U.S. Highway 19 From Sumter County

* Georgia Highway 195 From Leslie, Georgia

I

Legend

Functional Classes & Routes

Mile Reference Posts

Interstates

Figure 23: Leesburg, Georgia, State Functional Classification Map
Source: GDOT and SWGRC

Leesburg, Georgia only has one U.S. Highway passing through or bypassing the city, but there are
numerous State Highways. (133, 32, and 195). U.S. Highway 19 is the most heavily travelled
roadways. As evidenced by the traffic counts recorded, as you move from South to North the traffic
counts are reduced from 9,370 to 4,370. Leesburg sees moderate to heavy traffic (depending on
the time of day) on all the major arterial roadways but at the intersection of Highway 19 (Walnut
Ave), Highway 32 and Highway 195.

Alternative Modes

With regards to bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure, the City of Leesburg has sidewalks on Walnut
Ave from Robert B. Lee Drive to Hwy 32 in the downtown area. Highway 32 has a sidewalk on the
north side of the road that extends from Courthouse Avenue to Peach Avenue. There is also a
sidewalk on the school property that faces Hwy 32. There are no dedicated bike lanes or paths in
Leesburg currently. The lack of bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure in Leesburg is a problem given
way for congestion experiences.

Leesburg is a member of the Southwest Georgia Regional Rural Transit System. Transit buses are
available for all residents of Lee County, Leesburg, and Smithville. The transit system provides
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transport to anywhere in the region for a fee based on mileage. Users must call to schedule a
pickup by 3 pm the day before their scheduled trip. This service has proven to be very beneficial
for those that do not drive. Typically, elderly or those that do not have a license have utilized the
service for daily life activities including grocery shopping and doctor’s appointments.

Parking in general is not generally an issue in Leesburg because it has a small downtown area and
off-street parking exists. However, the city is proposing to expand or develop a parking lot for the
staff members and residents that visit the City Hall for meetings, daily duties, utility payments, etc.

Lee County, Leesburg and Smithville is serviced by the Norfolk Southern and Georgia
Southwestern rail line that comes through Albany and Dougherty County north to Leesburg and
Smithville. Smithville also has a leg of the Georgia Southwestern that extends west to Bronwood
and Dawson.

Leesburg Traffic Count

Leesburg sees some high traffic within the city limits, and mostly in the school and downtown
environments. Most of this traffic occurs during the peak periods. Most part of the gateways towards
the south (U.S Hwy 19 and GA Highway 32) have an AADT count of approximately 9,370, 7,830,

g A st

ouse Ave s

Senan

o

Figure 24: Leesburg, Georgia Traffic Counts Map Showing Annual Average Data Traffic
Source: GDOT and SWGRC

Georgia State Bicycle Route

The Georgia Department of Transportation of Transportation (GDOT) developed corridors across
Georgia as state bicycle routes. Leesburg benefited from these designated routes. One of these
routes is the Wiregrass Trail, which crosses from east to west via State Route 32. The maps to the
right show the proximity of this regional trail at the county level and in relation to other state bicycle
routes. The county and the City of Leesburg can work with the Georgia DOT to implement signage
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and improvements along this route to increase awareness, safety, and economic development
opportunities related to recreational tourism.

Legend

Georgia State Bicycle Routes

— Appalachian Gateway

—— Athens Link

— Augusta Link

—— Central

— Chattahoochee Trace

—— Coastal

— Little White House

March to the Sea

= Mountain Crossing

— Northern Crescent

—— Savannah River Run Dothon

— Southern Crossing

— TransGeorgia

A Tallaha
—— Wiregrass Jacksonville

Figure 25: Georgia and Leesburg, Georgia Bicycle Routes Map
Source: GDOT and SWGRC (2023)

Leesburg, Georgia Crash Data

The crash data assessment considered all road users (pedestrians, Motorcyclists, Bicyclists, truck
drivers, etc.). The assessments examined road users’ behavior, location of accident, severity of
accident, type of road users that are involved, and damages at the scene of an accident. Crash
data was obtained from the Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) database (Numetric).
The data were sorted and grouped accordingly. Crash data from January 2013 to December 2022
were used in the assessment. The overall crashes by type and the percentages are presented in
the table below.

Table 3: Leesburg, Georgia Total Crash Data from January 2013 to December 2022

Total Crashes from January 1, 761 100%
2013- December 31, 2022.

Crash Types Number of Crash ' Crash

Percentage

Intersection Related 492 64.65%
Distracted Driver (Suspected) 238 31.27%
Single Motor Vehicle Involved 212 27.86%
Distracted Driver (Confirmed) 57 7.49%
Large Truck Related 29 3.81%
Impaired Driving (Confirmed) 21 2.76%
Pedestrian Related ) 0.79%
Motorcycle Related 4 0.53%
Bicycle Related ] 0.13%
Impaired Driving (Suspected) 0 0.00%

Source: GDOT and SWGRC

Table 3 above shows the total number of accidents in Leesburg, Georgia from 2013 to 2022.
Intersection-related accidents are the most among other crash types. Intersection-related accidents
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accounted for 64.65%, Distracted Driver (Suspected) 31.27%, Single Motor Vehicle Involved
27.86%, Distracted Driver (Confirmed) 7.49%, Large Truck Related 3.81%, Impaired Driving
(Confirmed) 2.76%, Pedestrian Related 0.79%, Motorcycle Related 0.53%, Bicycle Related 0.13%,
and Impaired Suspected 0.00%, between January 2013 to December 2022 in Leesburg, Georgia,

based on the data obtained from the GDOT database.

Figure 26 below shows crash locations and the severity using KABCO. The multicolor dots
(KABCO) represent the severity of the crashes and possible damage.
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Figure 26: Leesburg Crash Data (2013-2022)
Source: GDOT and SWGRC (2023)

Regional Cooperation

Leesburg, Georgia will cooperate with the County and Smithville to address shared needs. This

may be achieved by actively participating in regional
organizations; identifying joint projects that will result in greater
efficiency and less cost to the taxpayer; or developing
collaborative solutions for regional issues such as protection of
shared natural resources, development of the transportation
network, or creation of a tourism plan.

Healthy
Environment

Source: SWGRC
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Policies:
* We will seek opportunities to share services and facilities with neighboring and local
jurisdictions when mutually beneficial.
*  We will work jointly with neighboring jurisdictions on developing solutions for shared regional
issues (such as growth management and watershed protection)
*  We will pursue joint collaborative planning and decision-making processes with neighboring
jurisdictions.

Broadband

The Broadband Element is a required component of the Comprehensive Plan. Lee County and the
Cities of Leesburg and Smithville know that technology can make a difference in whether a
community succeeds or fails. Technology is an essential infrastructure for developing communities.
Broadband will help redesign the digital footprint and create a process that will enable communities
to meet the demands of healthcare (Telehealth), education (Online Zoom classes) and businesses
(TEAMS meetings), all of which are fundamental to continuing growth for our citizens. Most
communities regionally and nationwide have the highest broadband coverage near the downtown
area and these numbers dip as the area becomes more rural. Lee County and its cities are no
different.

Leesburg, Lee County and Smithville have continued to work on expanding broadband to those
areas that are underserved. Kinetic by Windstream has partnered with Lee County for a broadband
expansion project hereby connecting areas of the county previously unserved by internet providers
with reliable internet access. The engineering design is expected to be completed by January 2024
and crews are expected to begin fiber installation in early 2024 with anticipated completion of over
4,234 underserved properties by the end of 2024. The project is required to be completed by 2026
with minimum speeds of 100 Mbps download and 100 Mbps upload.

Broadband Internet

Leesburg, Georgia has 1,036 (82%)
people with an internet subscription. This
includes cellular data plan, broadband
such as cable, fiber optic or DSL, and
satellite internet service. About 224 people
are without an internet subscription.

Figure 27: Broadband Subscription Data
Source: U.S. Census Bureau and SWGRC
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According to the State of Georgia’s Broadband goal, this infrastructure is essential to business,
education, healthcare, agriculture, and overall quality of life. Unfortunately, high-speed internet
access remains out of reach for Georgians in many rural communities. Recognizing the importance
of broadband availability to all Georgians, in 2018 the General Assembly passed SB402 also known
as Achieving Connectivity Everywhere (ACE) creating the Georgia Broadband Deployment
Initiative. The initiative calls for the promotion and deployment of broadband services throughout
the state to unserved areas with a minimum of 25 Mbps download and 3 Mbps upload speeds.

Leesburg Broadband Map
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Figure 28: City of Leesburg Broadband Map Showing Served, Unserved and no Location Areas
Source: DCA and SWGRC

Facilitate the expansion of Broadband infrastructure to areas with no broadband
facility and underserved areas.

Objective 1:  Apply for grants for the provision of high-speed internet connectivity and accessibility.
Objective 2: Review and amend the Land-use policies if necessary to accommodate broadband

installation while considering the safety of the citizens and the environment.
Objective 3: Work with broadband providers for the expansion of high-speed internet.

Policies:

= We will work with technology companies to identify areas lacking high-speed internet and
extend services throughout the communities to improve and promote the economy.

Leesburg, Georgia, and the municipalities will work together to provide citizens with high-
speed internet and other services.
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Efficient Land Use

Maximize the use of existing infrastructure and minimize the costly conversion of undeveloped land
at the periphery of the community. This may be achieved by encouraging development or
redevelopment of sites closer to the traditional core of the community; designing new development
to minimize the amount of land consumed; carefully planning expansion of public infrastructure; or
maintaining open space in agricultural, forestry, or conservation uses.

This residential category is intended to correspond primarily to existing neighborhoods but is also
proposed for undeveloped areas adjacent to existing neighborhoods. The residential category
means residential minimum lot sizes of approximately 1/3 acre (with public water and sewer). The
primary housing type is detached, single-family residential, duplexes, apartments, condominiums,
and manufactured homes. Regulations may differ according to zoning district; for instance,
manufactured homes may be permitted in one residential category but not in another. Furthermore,
different lot sizes may be established as may be necessary.

This category is for land dedicated to commercial business uses, including retail sales, services,
and entertainment facilities and service industries. Commercial uses may be located as a single
use in one building or grouped together in shopping centers.

Commercial areas are intended to provide suitable areas for those business and commercial uses
which primarily serve the public traveling by automobile, and which benefit from direct access to
highways. Such districts are generally designed so that the automobile has precedence over the
pedestrian. This area is intended to be implemented with one or more commercial zoning districts.

This category corresponds to industrial operations which may or may not be objectionable due to
the emission of noise, vibration, smoke, dust, gas, fumes, odors, or radiation and that may create
fire or explosion hazards or other objectionable conditions. Uses within this district may require
substantial quantities of water for manufacturing operations and may require rail, air, or water
transportation.

The parks/recreation/conservation areas in Leesburg are typically characterized by areas that are
prone to flooding or lie in the 100-year floodplain, where development pressure is high but is
generally discouraged given the environmental characteristics of the property, or where most of the
land is in a public use already. Development is discouraged in the floodplain, but these lands can
still be utilized for a variety of purposes despite not being able to be commercially developed.

The Gateway Corridor will mainly be a thoroughfare into Leesburg connecting Georgia to Florida,
with a direct route from Atlanta to Tallahassee.

The downtown area in Leesburg is typically characterized by new development sensitive to its
surroundings. Leesburg has been growing for the past twenty years. They have maintained a slow
steady growth and current projections are that this trend will continue. The City has been able to
attract residents to the area by keeping the taxes low and providing good schools and a good
quality of life. This has translated into economic development and growth in downtown Leesburg.
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Future Land Use Map
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Leesburg Report of Accomplishments

This section examined the projects listed in the community work program in the last comprehensive
plan update. It evaluated each task listed to determine if the job was completed or not completed.
The Regional Commission staff met with the local government and reviewed the listed projects.
Based on these assessments the report of accomplishment (ROA) was created. Four classification
responses were used to determine the project’s status. These classifications are:

CITY OF LEESBURG REPORT OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS 2019-2023

Activity 2018-2024 |[Responsible Party | Cost Estimate Possible Funding Source Status
Community Facilities

Expand infrastructure to Leesburg, Lee

where Leesburg wants County, Smithville

growth to happen 2019-2023 750,000 SPLOST Completed

Develop a recreation
complex with sports fields,
trails and access to the 2019-2023 Leesburg $300,000 Currently

Kinchafoonee Creek. State/Federal Grants Underway. 2028

Economic Development

Prepare a map and
database of available
commercial and industrial

property including Leesburg, RC Currently
necessary information 2019-2023 Development Staff Time N/A Underway. 2025
such as water/sewer Authority,

availability, etc. Chamber

Work with Lee County and

Smithville to develop a

strategy for Community 2019-2023| Leesburg, Lee $5,000 General Fund Completed
Branding. County, Smithville

Develop and market a plan
to encourage permanent
home ownership with

. . . Currently
easier to obtain home -
2019-2023 Leesburg Staff Time State Grants Underway. 2028
mortgages through local
banks.

Prepare a program to develop
a central business district for

a downtown focal point. Leesburg, COC/
Improve aesthetics of $300.000 SPLOST, State/Federals Currently
downtown to encourage new Development ! Grants Underway. 2026

business and to promote 2019-2023

heritage tourism.

Authority

55|Page



Transportation

Address the school related
traffic issues caused in
Leesburg and work on
solution

2019-2023

Leesburg, GDOT,

Lee County,
School Board $90,000

SPLOST, State/Federal
Grants

Completed

e Completed

e Currently Underway (Include a projected completion date)

e Postponed (Include an explanation of the reason)

e Not Accomplished and will no longer be undertaken or pursued by the local government
(Include an explanation for the reason)

Any incomplete and active projects are moved to the new community work program (2025-2029).
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Leesburg Community Work Program 2025-2029

CITY OF LEESBURG COMMUNITY WORK PROGRAM 2025-2029

Develop and market a plan to encourage permanent home
ownership with easier to obtain home mortgages through local

Activity 2025-2029 |Responsible Cost Possible
Party Estimate Funding Source
Community Facilities

Develop a recreation complex with sports fields, trails and access | 2025-2028 Leesburg $300,000 |State/Federal Grants
to the Kinchafoonee Creek.
Construction of a new sewer line on Pecan Street. 2025-2026 Leesburg $750,000 CDBG, SPLOST

Grants
New construction of storm and water drainage system on Cana .
o ge sy 2025-2027 Leesburg $250,000 SPLOST, Grants

reet.

Construction of a walking Trail at the Central Park 2025-2027 Leesburg $500,000 DNR, SPLOST,

Grants
GEFA Construction of a new well for water supply service to the 2025-2026 Leesburg $1.5M GEFA/W&S Fund,
citizens. Grants
Rehabilitate the existing main-hole and sewer lines within the city. | 2025-2026 Leesburg $600,000 | GEFA/ W&S Fund
Conduct a study to replace Lead Base Pipes within the city. 2025-2026 Leesburg $200,000 | GEFA/ W&S Fund

Economic Development
Prepare a map and database of available commercial and Leesburg, RC
industrial property including necessary information such as Development N/A
water/sewer availability, etc. 2025-2026 Authority, Staff Time
Chamber

banks. 2025-2028 Leesburg Staff Time State Grants
Prepare a program to develop a central business district for a Leesburg, COC/ SPLOST,
downtown focal point. Improve aesthetics of downtown to Development State/Federals
encourage new business and to promote heritage tourism. 2025-2026 Authority $300,000 Grants
Historic/ Archaeological Resources
Embark on Downtown beautification project 2025-2026 Leesburg $1.5M GDOT/SPLOST
Rehabilitate downtown structures 2025-2026 Leesburg $200,000 GDOT
Construct new parking areas in the downtown of Leesburg 2025 Leesburg $300,000 SPLOST
Transportation
Construction of Sidewalks connecting Lee County school to 2025-2026 Leesburg $500,000 | GDOT, TSPLOST
Conduct a study to improve school safety and connectivity to 2025-2026 Leesburg $750,000 | GDOT, TSPLOST
reduce traffic congestion.
Broadband
Collaborate with broadband company (TRU VISTA) to provide 2025-2029 Leesburg $3 Million | TRU VISTA, Grants
broadband services throughout the city.
General Planning
Participate in the development and update of the Pre-Hazard 2025-2029 | County, City, and $25000 GEMA, FEMA, Grants
Mitigation Plan. RC
Participate in the development and update of the Joint 2025-2029 | County, City, and | staff-Time General Fund
Comprehensive Plan. RC
Partner with Southwest Georgia Regional Commission to develop | 2025-2029 | Leesburg and RC| RC Staff- Grants
Age Friendly activities that support the Age-Friendly designation. Time
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Resolution

A RESOLUTION
BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF LEESBURG
TO ADOPT THE LEE COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

WHEREAS, the City Council of Leesburg, Georgia, has found it necessary to update its
joint Comprehensive Plan as part of the requirements to maintain its Qualified Local Government
Status;

WHEREAS, the City Council held public meetings and hearings to allow private citizens
.to review the Comprehensive Plan and gathered citizen's input;

WHEREAS, in the development of the comprehensive plan, The City of Leesburg
examined, evaluated, and, where applicable, incorporated considerations of both the Flint River
Basin Regional Water Development and Conservation Plan and the Environmental Planning
Criteria pursuant to O.C.G.A. 12-2-8, and;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of Leesburg, Georgia, that the
Comprehensive Plan shall be adopted, hereby certifying that adequate citizen participation
requirements have been met.

Adopted on the é day of £ BE UARY 2024

o fvaz.

Billy Brégden
Mayor, City of Leesburg, Georgia

S ek

Bob Alexander
Fx-official City Clerk, City of Leesburg, Georgia
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CITY OF SMITHVILLE

Smithville, Georgia is located in the southwestern part of the State of Georgia, and northwestern
Lee County. The city has a post office that was established in 1871 after it was incorporated by the
Georgia General Assembly in 1863. Smithville has a total area of 2.5 square miles and is bordered
to the north by the Sumter County line. Smithville’s estimated population is 593 (2020 Decennial
Census), and there are 128.9 people per square mile based on the United States Census data
2021.

Smithville, Georgia has one Federal Highway (U.S. Route 19) that runs through the west side of
the city, leading south,12 miles to Leesburg, and north 13 miles (21 km) to Americus. Georgia State
Route 118 passes through the center of Smithville, leading east 12 miles (19 km) to Leslie and
southwest 14 miles (23 km) to Dawson.

The annual Chicken Pie festival brings thousands of people from all over the state and is one of
the sources of economic development in Smithville, Georgia. Community facilities such as the
police station, library, community center, etc., are available in the city.

Demographics

Age

T Margin of error is at least 10 percent of the total value. Take care with this statistic.
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Figure 29: Smithville, Georgia Demographics Data
Source: Census Reporter (2023)

The median age in Smithville, Georgia is over 49 years and over 57% population are between the

ages of 18 to 64 years according to the United States census’s report. 29% of the older population
are 65 years and over nearly double in the Albany, Georgia Metro Area (16%).
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Sex Race & Ethnicity

63%"

37%"

Male
55%"t

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

White Black Native Asian Islander Other Two+ Hispanic

* Hispanic includes respondents of any race. Other categories are non-Hispanic.
M Male M Female P P Y § P

Figure 30: Smithville, Georgia Demographics Data
Source: Census Reporter (2023)

The dominant race in Smithville, Georgia is White (63%), followed by the African American or Black
(37%). There are about Twelve (12) Hispanic or Latino population and about five (5) Asian
population recorded based on U.S. Census Bureau.

Married, not separated
65% 64.8%
60%
55%
50%
45% 43.3%
40%
359 Married, not separated Never Married
Female 306%
a,
S0 64.8%
25% 23.2%
20%
15% 12.7%
Divorced Separated 9.6%
10% e
7.0% 6.4%
5% 2.4%
0.0%
0%
Male Female

Figure 31: Smithville, Georgia Demographics Data
Source: Census Reporter (2023)

The marital status and marital history of the City of Smithville is presented above. Over 21% of the

population has never been married in Smithville, and around 65% of the population are married,
not separated.
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Vision Statement

A small town embedded with cultural heritage with a strong sense of place that believes in the
ideology of equal opportunity and creating a conducive environment that allows citizens, investors,
small businesses, and farmers, to add value to our community while considering the community’s
health.

Our community's commitment to education, technology, innovation, sports, health, and art will give
opportunities to future professionals or leaders to succeed and protect the character of Smithville.

STRENGTHS, WEAKNESSES, OPPORTUNITIES, AND THREATS

STRENGTHS WEAKNESSES

THREATS
OPPORTUNITIES
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The assessment of SWOT helps the citizens, elected officials, business owners, investors, and
decision makers to understand their internal and external environments. A healthy community
should have a strategic plan, engage the community to participate or contribute to community
development, meticulously allocate resource, be proactive, be able to measure or monitor the
progress, understand, and address community’s needs, and prioritize actionable steps to respond
to the community’s issues. By using one of these planning process methods, it empowers
communities to plan strategically, engage their members, allocate resources efficiently, and
address weaknesses and threats proactively. Thus, communities can work toward a more
sustainable and prosperous future.

City of Smithville

The identification of needs and opportunities is an important step in the development of strategies
to address those needs and opportunities. The County and Cities desire to move forward in the
future. Public and community input was a vital part of identifying needs and opportunities.

Needs

= We need more recreational facilities including public greenspace, trails, activity spaces,
gathering spaces.

= We need to amalgamate or unite the distinct division between North Lee County and South
Lee County. This division needs to be rectified to move forward as one Lee County.
The rural areas have concerns/desires that need to be explored.

= We need to bolster our industrial and commercial tax base to offset taxes on residential.

= As a casualty of success, our school may be becoming overcrowded with undesirable
student-teacher ratios. We need to maintain the quality of our school as a key to future
growth in Leesburg and its municipalities.

= Community branding with an updated logo and mission statement would be a great benefit.

= We need to employ strategies that would eliminate communication problems among the
municipalities, to improve citizens’ participation and engaging Lee County and the cities’
residents in community events and meetings.

= |Lee County/Smithville needs to expand infrastructure where they want growth to happen.

= We need to work with the Lee County School System to develop plans and strategies that
would increase and retain High School graduates. High School graduates leaving and not
returning. Efforts need to be made to make Lee County more desirable and affordable to
young adults by providing jobs and housing they can afford without a huge mortgage.

= We need inclusionary housing (Low-Moderate Income, and Senior citizens).

= Lee County needs to develop Health Facilities to improve the quality of life in the community.

Opportunities
= Opportunities exist for expansion of infrastructure (broadband, Water and Sewer) to spur
growth.

= River tourism due to the presence of Creeks and River (Kinchafoonee Creek, Muckalee
Creek, Lake Blackshear, and Flint River).

Parks, Recreation and Agricultural facility development

A good environment to attract retirees.

Bike path development and connectivity opportunities.

Improvements can be made to the Lee County schools with regards to government services
Boat landing opportunities (Sutton’s landing, Sandy Beach, Pirate’s cove, Jackson’s Ford)
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= Opportunity for rails to trails system.
= The presence of a good library system that offers senior and children’s classes and
workshops.

Goals and Policies

The Community Goals are the most important part of the plan, for they identify the community’s
direction for the future. The purpose of the goals is to lay out a road map for the community’s future
through a public process involving community partners and other stakeholders in the decision-
making process about the future of Lee County and the Cities of Leesburg and Smithville.

The following goals and policies were identified to guide the City of Smithville in its decision-making
process and produce a desired outcome for the citizens and the elected officials.

Education Opportunities

Sources: shutterétock.com, workbc.ca, Getty images, Career cluster, Google.com and SWGRC

Make educational and training opportunities readily available to enable all community residents to
improve their job skills, adapt to technological advances, manage their finances, or pursue life
ambitions. This can be achieved by expanding and improving local educational institutions or
programs; providing access to other institutions in the region; instituting programs to improve local
graduation rates; expanding vocational education programs; or coordinating with local economic
development programs to ensure an adequately trained and skilled workforce.

The population of people with levels of education in Smithville, Georgia, are a little lower than the
rate in the metropolitan area (Albany, Georgia). Smithville has 71.6% of high school graduate or
lower that is 12.9% lower than Albany, Georgia. Also, 2.1% of people in Smithville have bachelor’s
degree or higher. The chart below displays the Smithville educational attainment.

Educational attainment

f Margin of error is at least 10 percent of the total value. Take care with this statistic.

7 1 . 6% 2. 1% Population by highest level of education

51%"

High school grad or  Bachelor's degree or

higher higher 289%!

19%"
about 80 percent of the about 10 percent of the
rate in the Albany, GA rate in the Albany, GA - - 1% 1%1
Metro Area: 85.2% Metro Area: 21.9% No degree Highschool Some college Bachelor's  Post-grad
about 80 percent of the less than 10 percent of the

* Universe: Population 25 years and over

rate in Georgia: 88.2% rate in Georgia: 33%

Figure 32: Smithville, Georgia Education Data
Source: Census Reporter (2023)
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Increase post-secondary educational opportunities within Smithville, Leesburg, and Lee County.

Policies:

* Maintain and improve educational opportunities in Smithville, Georgia.

*  We will Support the development of a College and Career Academy

»  Our school system will work with universities and technical colleges within our region
in transitioning high school students into degree programs.

*  We will support programs and workshops such as STEM, Art, Sport, 4H, etc. that
would equip students with skills that address current and future needs.

*  We will continue to equip our libraries and other education amenities to improve the
quality of education system and resources in Lee County.

*  We will promote and support strategies that would increase high school graduation
rates (E.g., GED programs/High School diploma programs)

Recreational Resources

Recreational resources are a vital part of enhancing the quality of life for individuals and
communities. It contributes to physical fitness, social interaction, and the overall well-being of
community. Activities such as sport, trailing, cycling, walking, etc., help to improve our health, foster
community interactions, create opportunity for economic development and improve the quality of
life. Proper planning, development, and conservation of these resources are essential to ensure
their availability and sustainability for future generations. The City of Smithville lacks recreational
facilities. The existing playground for the kids, families and citizens lacks modern facilities that can
make the park environment welcoming and relaxing. Therefore, Smithville needs recreational
improvements.

Improvements and rehabilitation of the existing recreational facilities through effective planning and
development and funds solicitation (grants) to implement identify projects under the recreational
activities.

Policies:

* Develop a more diverse recreation program and facilities in Smithville.
(Walking/bike paths, Community Center, Sports Complex, Amphitheater,
Agricultural Center, performing arts center, Archery field, greenspace,
boat/canoe/kayak ramps, swimming pool)

* We will ensure a safe, clean, and friendly environment for all park users.

« We will promote and encourage students to engage in sport activities while
upholding academic standards.

*  We will promote outdoor activities that stimulate friendship and healthy lifestyles.
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Resource Management

Promoting the efficient use of natural resources, identifying the resources, and protecting sensitive
areas in our community is of great value to the environment. Educating the citizens and publicity
on the importance of protecting natural resources may help to mitigate natural disasters and
protection of the environment which may reduce environmental problems. For instance, dumping
waste or untreated wastes into the nearby river may cause the water level to rise, which may lead
to flooding. Therefore, it is very important to protect our natural resources. This may be achieved
by promoting energy efficiency and renewable energy generation; encouraging green building
construction and renovation; utilizing appropriate waste management techniques; fostering water
conservation and reuse; or setting environmentally sensitive areas aside as green space or
conservation reserves.

The City of Smithville will work with the City of Leesburg and the County to promote the efficient
use of natural resources and identify and protect environmentally sensitive areas of the community.

Policies:

* We will protect and conserve our community’s resources and play an important role in future
growth and development decision-making.

* Infrastructure networks will be developed to steer new development away from sensitive
natural resource areas.

* We will encourage new development in suitable locations to protect natural resources,
environmentally sensitive areas, or valuable historical, archaeological, or cultural resources
from encroachment.

* We will work to redirect development pressure away from agricultural areas to conserve
farmland to protect and preserve this important component of our community.

* We will protect ground and surface water sources by protecting safe and adequate water
supplies.

*  We will promote programs that educate citizens about the environmental activities that could
negatively impact our natural resources. (Example 4-H programs)

Economic Prosperity

Encourage development or expansion of businesses and industries that are suitable for the
community. Factors to consider when determining suitability include job skills required; long-term
sustainability; linkages to other economic activities in the region; impact on the resources of the
area; or prospects for creating job opportunities that meet the needs of a diverse local workforce.
Smithville, Georgia is well known for its annual Chicken Pie Festival. This is one of the strongest
economic developments in Smithville which brings thousands of people from the region and across
the state.
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Income

$31,631

Per capita income

$36,510

Median household

) income
about 20 percent higher

than the amount in the
Albany, GA Metro Area:
$26,080

about 90 percent of the
amount in Georgia: $34,516

about three-quarters of the
amount in the Albany, GA
Metro Area: $49,500

about three-fifths of the
amount in Georgia: $65,030

Poverty

32%

Persons below poverty line

Children (Under 18)

Poverty

72%T

about 1.5 times the rate in the Albany,
GA Metro Area: 21.9%

more than double the rate in Georgia:
13.9%

Household income

69%1

15%" 9
° 11%F soct

Under $50K  $50K- $100K $100K-$200K  Over $200K
Show data / Embed
Seniors (65 and over)
| Poverty | Poverty

I Non-poverty I Non-poverty

~

Poverty

17%"t

Figure 33: Smithville, Georgia Income Data
Source: Census Reporter (2023)

Unemployment Rate: 5.0%!

| Civilian Employed
O Not in Laber force
O Unemployed

ey

Source: American Community Survey, 2021 5-year estimates, table B23001
TNote: Unemployment rate is based upon the civilian labor force.

Smithville: Economic

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining
Construction

Manufacturing

Wholesale Trade

Retail Trade

Transportation and warehousing, and utilities
Information

Finance and insurance, real estate, rental, leasing
Professional, scientific, mgt, administrative, waste mgt
Educational services, and health care and social assistance
Arts, entertainment, recreation, accommeodation, food
service

Other services, except public administration

Public administration

Source: American Community Survey, 2021 5-year estimates, table C24030

17%
28%
3%
0%
0%
21%
0%
0%
10%
17%
0%

5%
0%

Figure 34: Smithville, Georgia Economic Data
Source: Georgia Municipal Association and SWGRC
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Figure 35: Smithville, Georgia Economic Data
Source: Georgia Municipal Association and SWGRC

Provide a proper environment for economic development to grow and flourish in healthcare,
transportation, education, technology, innovation, and public safety. Also, build collaborative
economic networks with Lee County and Smithville in agriculture and small businesses to
strengthen the local economy.

Policies:
e Support incentives to increase quality of life (arts and recreation) and to encourage

business to come to Smithville.

* Identify the needs of current businesses to help them grow and expand their
business and be more “business friendly.”

»  Support programs for professional development for ongoing training and help the
“‘unemployable” that need professional guidance and assistance.

«  Work with providers to increase the availability of high-speed internet to areas within
the city limits.

*  Support improvements of downtowns in Smithville and its environment.

*  We will work with investors and small businesses to establish and create good
paying jobs in Smithville, Leesburg, and the County

*  We will maximize available opportunities and rural zones to improve economic
development.

*  We will provide economic development information to prospective businesses
through our agencies such as the Chamber of Commerce, Health Department, etc.
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Housing Options

Promoting an adequate range of safe, affordable,
inclusive, and resource efficient housing is a crucial
need, especially since the invasion of COVID-19.
Commodities, housing, gasoline, and the cost of goods
and services increased geometrically. This sudden
increase has created a lot of issues regarding what is
affordable. Promoting an adequate range of safe,
affordable, inclusive, and resource efficient housing is
a crucial need, especially since the invasion of COVID-
19. Commodities, housing, gasoline, and the cost of
goods and services increased geometrically. This
sudden increase has created a lot of issues regarding
what is affordable. The scale of preference and the
opportunity cost kicked in, and people had to make
choices due to the economic hardship. For instance,
some people could not afford to pay rent, mortgage,
and essentials, etc., due to the pandemic. At present,
the economic hardships have lessened due to various
federal, state, and local government incentives and
programs However, due to the rising cost of housing Source: https://www.nahb.org/advocacy/industry-issues/land-
people are still struggling to become homeowners. This use-101/tools-and-research/tools-pages/what-is-the-

may be achieved by encouraging development of a Missing-middle-of-housing

variety of housing types, sizes, costs, and densities in

each neighborhood; promoting programs to provide housing for residents of all socioeconomic
backgrounds, including affordable mortgage finance options; instituting programs to address
homelessness issues in the community; or coordinating with local economic development programs

to ensure availability of adequate workforce housing in the community.

Another issue facing the housing sector is the dilapidation of existing houses due to the level of
income. Some home owners cant afford the cost of repairing their house because its too costly and
their income could not pave the way for the repairs.

In Smithville, Georgia, there are houses that are substandard, and dilapidated. Housing grants such

as Community Home Investment Program (CHIP) can assist homeowners to improve, reconstruct,
and rehabilitate dilapitated and substandard houses.
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Tenure and Mortgage Status

o ied Owner without HEmiEs
EES L Vacant 39%

Mortgage
62%
38% 43%

Owner

with

Mortgage
17%

Figure 36: Smithville, Georgia Housing Data
Source: American Community Survey, 20221 5-year Estimates and SWGRC
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Source: American Community Survey, 2021 b-year estimates, tables B25088 and B25064 Source: American Community Survey, 2021 5-year estimates, tables B25091 and B25070

Figure 37: Smithville, Georgia Housing Data
Source: Georgia Municipal Association and SWGRC

Goal: Housing Options

To promote an adequate range of safe, affordable, inclusive, and resource-efficient housing in
Smithville, Georgia, and other areas within the county.

Policies:

* We will work with the county and the City of Leesburg to promote an adequate range of
safe, affordable, and inclusionary housing.

* We will increase opportunities for low-to-moderate-income families to move into affordable
owner-occupied housing.
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* We will seek to balance the supply of housing and employment in our community and
consider their location to each other.

* Our community will use land efficiently to avoid the costs and problems associated with
urban sprawl.

* We will encourage the development of Downtown as a vibrant community center to improve
overall attractiveness and local quality of life.

* We support new land uses that protect the environment and preserve meaningful open
space.

* We will work with developers to accommodate inclusionary, senior, and middle housing.

* We will make use of available grants to rehabilitate substandard or dilapidated housing.

* We will review our tax policies and ordinances that put balances to housing development
for business purposes such as hotels, Airbnb, and other structures that generate revenue.

Community Health

The City of Smithville will ensure that all community residents,
regardless of age, ability, or income, have access to critical goods
and services, safe and clean neighborhoods, and good work
opportunities. This may be achieved by providing services to
support the basic needs of disadvantaged residents, including the
disabled; instituting programs to improve public safety; promoting
programs that foster better health and fitness; or otherwise providing
all residents the opportunity to improve their circumstances in life
and to fully participate in the community.

COMMUNITY
HEALTH
ASSESSMENT

Source:
https://www.healthycommunities.ora/resources

To ensure that all community residents, regardless of age, ability, or income, have access to critical
goods and services, safe and clean neighborhoods, and good work opportunities.

Policies

*  We will work with Lee County and Leesburg to improve access to critical infrastructure that
aligns with the needs of the residents.

* We will encourage the development of a rational network of commercial nodes (Activity
centers) to meet the service needs of citizens while avoiding unattractive and inefficient strip
development along major roadways.

*  We are committed to providing pleasant, accessible public gathering places and parks
throughout the community.

*  We will invest in parks and open spaces to enhance the quality of life for our citizens.

Transportation Options

The City of Smithville is committed to addressing the transportation needs, challenges, and
opportunities of all community residents. Smithville sees less traffic during the peak and off periods.
This does not rule out other alternatives to transportation such as walking, cycling, bicycling, and
trailing. Infrastructure like bicycle lanes, sidewalks, and others may promote interaction and
stimulate community relationships. This also has its own health benefits that support healthy living.
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The City of Smithville will work with the cities of Leesburg and Lee County to address all
community residents' transportation needs, challenges, and opportunities. This may be
achieved by fostering alternatives mobility options such as walking, cycling, micro mobility
systems and developing safe facilities (Sidewalks, Pedestrian crossing, ADA ramps, traffic
calming device, etc.) that connect zones together. Also, encourage alternative transportation
modes that reduce Greenhouse Gas emissions (GHG).

Policies:

We will make decisions encouraging walking, biking, car-pooling, and other alternative
transportation choices.

We will consider access to affordable housing and impacts on transportation when
considering economic development projects.

We will target transportation improvements to support desired development patterns for the
community (recognizing that ready availability of transportation creates demand for land
development in adjacent areas).

We will make provisions for the facilities that support mobility, connectivity, and safety, such
as bicycle lanes, sidewalks, pedestrian crossings, safety traffic signs, etc.

We will support mobility machines with zero emissions, such as electric vehicles, to reduce
Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG) and the effects of global warming.

We will apply for grants to facilitate projects that provide safety (Safe Routes to School) and
reduce crashes.

The chart below shows the commuting pattern in Smithville, Georgia. Most people in
Smithville make use of their private vehicle to commute to places. This means of
transportation constitutes over 97%, while carpooled is 3% or over. Averagely, the mean
travel time to work is around 40 minutes. This may be due to a lack of industries and small
businesses that pay minimum or above minimum wage in Smithville. Thus, residents may
need to drive over forty minutes to neighboring counties or cities to work.

Transportation to work

4 0 Means of transportation to work
minutes

Mean travel time to work

nearly double the figure in the Albany,
GA Metro Area: 22.3

97%

. . . UDT o, 0, o, 0, o,
about 1.4 times the figure in Georgia: 3% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
28.6 Drovealone Carpooled Public Bicycle Walked Other Worked at
transit home

* Universe: Workers 16 years and over

Figure 38: Smithville, Georgia Commuting Pattern Data
Source: Census Reporter (2023)
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Smithville does not provide public transportation services; however, Southwest Georgia Regional
Commission provides rural transit services. The rural transportation system provides demand-
responsive services to 14 counties in Southwest Georgia. This system serves human service
agencies and the public in the City of Smithville from 6 am to 8 pm Monday through Friday. Getting
a seat on one of the buses is sometimes limited. As public transportation needs increase over the
coming years, these services may need to be expanded or additional transportation options offered.
These services are provided through the Department of Human Services (DHS).

Road Network

Lee County and the Cities of Leesburg and Smithville have sufficient roadway networks to support
the current population and anticipated growth. Major highways include:

* Georgia Hwy 118
* Georgia Hwy 3
* U.S. Highway 19

Principal Arterial

Minor Arterial

Major Collector

Minor Collector

Local Road

Figure 39: Smithville, Georgia, State Functional Classification Map
Source: GDOT and SWGRC

Smithville, Georgia has one U.S. Highway (U.S. 19) bypassing the city, but there are two State
Highways (Ga.118, and Ga. 3), with U.S. Highway 19 being the most heavily travelled. As
evidenced by the traffic counts recorded, as you move from South to North the traffic counts are
reduced from 980 to 570. Smithville sees moderate traffic depending on the time of day.
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Alternative Modes

Alternatively, other mobility infrastructure for bicycle and pedestrian are inadequate in Smithville,
Georgia. The situation in Smithville is slightly worse with only a 2.5 block stretch of sidewalk in the
downtown area, no bike lanes, and no bike paths. Because Smithville has a low population and
very low traffic, this opens an opportunity for alternative road users to walk or cycle on the street
which may not be safe due to a lack of pedestrian and bicycle lanes infrastructure.

Lee County is a member of the Southwest Georgia Regional Rural Transit System. Transit buses
are available for all residents of Lee County, Leesburg, and Smithville. The transit system provides
transport to anywhere in the region for a fee based on mileage. Users must call to schedule a
pickup by 3 pm the day before their scheduled trip. This service has proven to be very beneficial
for those that do not drive. Typically, elderly or those that do not have a license have utilized the
service for daily life activities including grocery shopping and doctor’s appointments.

Parking in general is not generally an issue in Smithville because it has a small downtown area and
off-street parking exists. Also, there are other parking spaces close to downtown available for
visitors and citizens without charges or payments.

Lee County, Leesburg and Smithville are serviced by the Norfolk Southern and Georgia
Southwestern rail line that comes through Albany and Dougherty County north to Leesburg and
Smithville. Smithville also has a leg of the Georgia Southwestern that extends west to Bronwood
and Dawson.

Smithville City Traffic Count

Smithville sees few traffic within the city limits, and mostly in the downtown environments. Most of
this traffic occurs during the peak periods. This traffic mostly occurs at the center (Downtown area).
U.S Hwy 19 and GA Highway 118 W intersection has an AADT count of approximately 980 and
870. The lowest AADT count is 570 within the city as shown below.
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Figure 40: Smithville, Georgia Traffic Counts Map Showing Annual Average Data Traffic
Source: GDOT and SWGRC
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Georgia State Bicycle Route

The Georgia Department of Transportation of Transportation (GDOT) developed corridors across
Georgia as state bicycle routes. Smithville, Georgia does not benefit from these designated routes.

Smithville, Georgia Crash Data

The crash data assessment considered all road users (pedestrians, Motorcyclists, Bicyclists, truck
drivers, etc.). The assessments examined road users’ behavior, location of accident, severity of
accident, type of road users that are involved, and damages at the scene of an accident. Crash
data was obtained from the Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) database (Numetric).
The data were sorted and grouped accordingly. Crash data from January 2013 to December 2022
were used in the assessment. The overall crashes by type and the percentages were presented in
the table below.

Table 4: Smithville, Georgia Total Crash Data from January 2013 to December 2022
Total Crashes from January 1, 76 100%
2013- December 31, 2022.

Crash Types Number of Crash | Crash
Percentage

Intersection Related 44 57.89%
Single Motor Vehicle Involved 43 56.58%
Distracted Driver (Suspected) 26 34.21%
Large Truck Related 11 14.47%
Distracted Driver (Confirmed) 4 5.26%
Impaired Driving (Confirmed) 5.26%

4
Impaired Driving (Suspected) ] 1.32%
Bicycle Related 0 0.00%
0
0

Motorcycle Related 0.00%

Pedestrian Related 0.00%
Source: GDOT and SWGRC

Table 4 above shows the total number of accidents in Smithville, Georgia from 2013 to 2022.
Intersection-related accidents are the most among other crash types. Intersection-related accidents
accounted for 57.89%, Single Motor Vehicle Involved 56.58%, Distracted Driver (Suspected)
34.21%, Large Truck Related 14.4%, Distracted Driver (Confirmed) 5.26%, Impaired Driving
(Confirmed) 5.26%, Impaired Suspected 1.32%, Bicycle Related 0.00%, Motorcycle Related
0.00%, and Pedestrian Related 0.00% between January 2013 to December 2022 in Smithville,
Georgia, based on the data obtained from the GDOT database. Figure 41 below shows crash
locations and the severity using KABCO. The multicolor dots (KABCO) represent the severity of
the crashes and possible damage.
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Figure 41: Smithville Crash Data (2013-2022)
Source: GDOT and SWGRC (2023)

Regional Cooperation

Smithville, Georgia will cooperate with the County and Leesburg
to address shared needs. This may be achieved by actively
participating in regional organizations; identifying joint projects
that will result in greater efficiency and less cost to the taxpayer;
or developing collaborative solutions for regional issues such as
protection of shared natural resources, development of the
transportation network, or creation of a tourism plan.

Policies

Healthy
Environment

Source: SWGRC

* We will seek opportunities to share services and facilities with neighboring and local

jurisdictions when mutually beneficial.

*  We will work jointly with neighboring jurisdictions on developing solutions for shared regional
issues (such as growth management and watershed protection)

*  We will pursue joint collaborative planning and decision-making processes with neighboring

jurisdictions.
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Broadband

The Broadband Element is a required component of the Comprehensive Plan. Lee County and the
Cities of Leesburg and Smithville know that technology can make a difference in whether a
community succeeds or fails. Technology is an essential infrastructure for developing communities.
Broadband will help redesign the digital footprint and create a process that will enable communities
to meet the demands of healthcare (Telehealth), education (Online Zoom classes) and businesses
(TEAMS meetings), all of which are fundamental to continuing growth for our citizens. Most
communities regionally and nationwide have the highest broadband coverage near the downtown
area and these numbers dip as the area becomes more rural. Lee County and its cities are no
different.

Smithville, Lee County and Leesburg have continued to work on expanding broadband to those
areas that are underserved. Kinetic by Windstream has partnered with Lee County for a broadband
expansion project hereby connecting areas of the county previously unserved by internet providers
with reliable internet access. The engineering design is expected to be completed by January 2024
and crews are expected to begin fiber installation in early 2024 with anticipated completion of over
4,234 underserved properties by the end of 2024. The project is required to be completed by 2026
with minimum speeds of 100 Mbps download and 100 Mbps upload.

Smithville, Georgia has 123 (63.1%) people
with an internet subscription. This includes
cellular data plan, broadband such as cable,
fiber optic or DSL, and satellite internet
service. About 72 people (36.9%) are without
an internet subscription.

According to the State of Georgia’s Broadband goals, this infrastructure is essential to business,
education, healthcare, agriculture, and overall quality of life. Unfortunately, high-speed internet
access remains out of reach for Georgians in many rural communities. Recognizing the importance
of broadband availability to all Georgians, in 2018 the General Assembly passed SB402 also known
as Achieving Connectivity Everywhere (ACE) creating the Georgia Broadband Deployment
Initiative. The initiative calls for the promotion and deployment of broadband services throughout
the state to unserved areas with a minimum of 25 Mbps download and 3 Mbps upload speeds.
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Figure 42: City of Smithville Broadband Map Showing Served, Unserved and no Location Areas
Source: DCA and SWGRC

Facilitate the expansion of Broadband infrastructure to areas with no broadband
facility and unserved areas.

Objective 1:  Apply for grants for the provision of high-speed internet connectivity and accessibility.

Objective 2: Review and amend the Land-use policies if necessary to accommodate broadband
installation while considering the safety of the citizens and the environment.

Objective 3:  Work with broadband providers for the expansion of high-speed internet.

Policies:

= We will work with technology companies to identify areas lacking high-speed internet and
extend services throughout the communities to improve and promote the economy.

= Smithville will work to provide citizens with high-speed internet and other services.
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Efficient Land Use

This residential category is intended to correspond primarily to existing neighborhoods but is also
proposed for undeveloped areas adjacent to existing neighborhoods. The following housing types;
detached single-family residential, duplexes and manufactured homes are found in this category.
This future land use category is implemented with one or more residential zoning districts.
Regulations may differ according to zoning district; for instance, manufactured homes may be
permitted in one residential category but not in another. Furthermore, different lot sizes may be
established as may be necessary.

This category is for land dedicated to commercial business uses, including retail sales, services,
and entertainment facilities and service industries. Commercial uses may be located as a single
use in one building or grouped together in a shopping center.

Commercial areas are intended to provide suitable areas for those business and commercial uses
which primarily serve the public traveling by automobile, and which benefit from direct access to
highways. Such districts are generally designed so that the automobile has precedence over the
pedestrian. This area is intended to be implemented with one or more commercial zoning districts.

This category corresponds to industrial operations which may or may not be objectionable due to
the emission of noise, vibration, smoke, dust, gas, fumes, odors, or radiation and that may create
fire or explosion hazards or other objectionable conditions. Uses within this district may require
substantial quantities of water for manufacturing operations and may require rail, air, or water
transportation.
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Smithville Report of Accomplishments

This section examined the projects listed in the community work program in the last
comprehensive plan update. It evaluated each task listed to determine if the job was completed
or not completed. The Regional Commission staff met with the local government and reviewed
the listed projects. Based on these assessments the report of accomplishment (ROA) was
created. Four classification responses were used to determine the project’s status. These

classifications are:

Completed

Currently Underway (Include a projected completion date)
Postponed (Include an explanation of the reason)
Not Accomplished and will no longer be undertaken or pursued by the local government

(Include an explanation for the reason)

Any incomplete and active projects are moved to the new community work program (2025-2029).

SMITHVILLE COMMUNITY WORK PROGRAM 2019-2023

Activity 2019-2023 |Responsible Party | Cost Estimate Possible Funding Source Status
Community Facilities

Work with Lee County and

internet service Provider's o

to increase access to high- Smithville, Lee General funds, Currently

where present.

Eliminate sub-standard
housing through

Grants

General Fund,

speed internet in County $75,000 State/Federal loans & | Underway, 2026
. 2019-2023
Smithville. grants
Upgrade Smithville’s water General Fund, Currently
system galvanized piping State/Federal Loans & Underway,
2019-2023| Smithville $200,000 2025

Not Completed

point.

rehabilitation or demolition 2019-2023 Smithville $100,000 State Grants

programs.

Rehabilitate housing and Not Completed

infrastructure in low-

income neighborhoods. 2019-2023 Smithville $200,000 State Grants

Land Use

Prepare a program to Completed
develop a central business
district for a downtown focal 2019-2022 Smithville Staff Time N/A
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Smithville Community Work Program 2025-2029

SMITHVILLE COMMUNITY WORK PROGRAM 2025-2029

Activity

2025-2029

Responsible Party

Cost Estimate

Possible Funding Source

Community Facilities

Work with Lee County and internet service
Provider’s to increase access to high-

Smithville, Lee

General funds,
State/Federal loans &

provide broadband services throughout the

speed internet in Smithville. 2025-2026 County $75,000 grants

Upgrade Smithville’s water system 2025-2026| Smithville $200,000 |General Fund, State/Federal
galvanized piping where present. Loans & Grants
Revitalize Smithville City Recreational Park. | 2025-2029| Smithville $500,000 Grants

Construct a water splash pad.

Housing

Eliminate sub-standard housing through 2025-2026 Smithville $100,000 |General Fund, Grants
rehabilitation or demolition programs.

Rehabilitate housing and infrastructure in  |2025-2027 Smithville $400,000 |CHIP, Grants

low-income neighborhoods.

Update Smithville Housing Plan. 2025-2025 | Smithville/SWGRC | $5000.00 (General Fund

Transportation Use
Expand the sidewalks infrastructure 2025-2029 Smithville $750,000 Grants
Resurface Blvd. lover’s lane, James, John, |2025-2029 Smithville $750,000 Grants
Cedar, and Rhode Street.
Purchase of Solar Street lights and 2025-2029 Smithville $50,000 Grants
installation.
Economic Development
Smithville/Downtown
o o Development
Revitalize downtown and beautification 2025-2029 Authority $200,000 Grants
Build, rehabilitate or conversion of existing
structure in downtown into a community
center. 2025-2029 Smithville $150,000 Grants
Allocate fund for the annual Chicken Pie 2025-2029 Smithville $15,000 General Fund/ Grants
Festival
General Planning
Participate in the development and update of |2025-2029 | County, City, and | $25000 GEMA, FEMA, Grants
the Pre-Hazard Mitigation Plan. RC
Participate in the development and update of |2025-2029 | County, City, and | Staff-Time General Fund
the Joint Comprehensive Plan. RC
Partner with Southwest Georgia Regional
Commission to develop Age Friendly
activities that support the Age-Friendly 2025-2029 | Smithville and RC | RC Staff- Grants
designation. Time
Broadband Element

Collaborate with broadband company to 2025-2029 Smithville $1 Million Grants
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Resolution

A RESOLUTION
BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF SMITHVILLE
TO ADOPT THE LEE COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

WHEREAS, the City Council of Smithville. Georgia. has found it necessary to update its
joint Comprehensive Plan as part of the requirements to maintain its Qualified Local Government
Status:

WHEREAS, the City Council held public meetings and hearings 1o allow private citizens
to review the Comprehensive Plan and gathered citizen's input:

WHEREAS, in the development of the comprehensive plan, The City of Smithville
examined. evaluated, and, where applicable. incorporated considerations of both the Flint River
Basin Regional Water Development and Conservation Plan and the Environmental Planning
Criteria pursuant to O.C.G.A. 12-2-8. and:

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of Smithville, Georgia. that
the Comprehensive Plan shall be adopted, hereby certilying that adequate citizen participation
requirements have been met,

Adopted on the 15 ~dayof '»—}‘}nua‘/ “ 2024
|

Vincent Cutts
Mayor. City of Smithville, Georgia

/ ! aNang thoo g}w{;‘(m

Cassandra Burton
City Clerk, City of Smithville, Georgia

82| Page




Joint Economic Development Plan

The Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) as developed by the
Southwest Georgia Regional Commission under a grant from the US Department of
Commerce Economic Development Administration is hereby incorporated by reference
into this Comprehensive Plan to serve as the Economic Development Element for Lee
County and the cities of Leesburg and Smithville.

The Southwest Georgia Regional Commission’s (SWGRC) Comprehensive Economic
Development Strategy (CEDS) was designed to bring together the public and private
sectors in the creation of an economic roadmap to diversify and strengthen the regional
economy. The SWGRC CEDS analyzed the regional economy and serves as a guide for
establishing regional goals and objectives, a regional plan of action, and the investment
priorities and funding sources.

Policies, issues and opportunities, and Community Work Program implementation
strategies located in the current Comprehensive Plans for each of our 14 county regions
were used extensively to develop the CEDS Goals and Obijectives, Vital Projects and
Problems and Opportunities. Portions of the CEDS are included in this plan element and
are listed below.

Lee County is located just north of Dougherty County which is the 8th largest Metropolitan
Statistical Area in the state. The population for the County in 2020 was 33,163 which
represents an increase of 17% since the 2010 census. Leesburg and Smithville are the
only municipalities in the County.

Lee County Schools are among the best in the region and has a low dropout rate and the
football team is frequently in the state playoffs. The potential for growth and development
for Lee County is good. This development will need to continue to grow the tax base in
order to support the rapid growth in residential areas.

Government agencies including the school system and agriculture are the major employers
along with limited retail and industrial jobs. The newly completed North Leesburg Bypass
has been an effective tool for the flow of traffic. This bypass project connects traffic
between State Route 195 over to US 19. Lee County is a unique blend of residential,
commercial, and industrial development with a traditional rural flair. Itis the fastest growing
county in the region. Lee County has made improvements in its emergency and police
services.

Smithville, Georgia had a population of 328 with 57% of the population 64 years or younger
at the taking of the last census. The city has voted to reinstate its Police Department in
2018 after a five-year suspension. Each year Smithville hosts their Chicken Pie Festival
in October. This year is their 22" year hosting the festival whose highlights are chicken
pie baking competition, street “shoot off’, and community entertainment. Leesburg,
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Georgia has a population of 3,407 (ACS 2021 5-year) with only 23.9% of the population
living below poverty (the lowest poverty rates for Southwest Georgia). The median
household income is $67,551 and the county has a 91.2% high school graduation rate.
Leesburg also is home to some chart-topping artist like Phillip Phillips, Luke Bryan, and
Carly Mathis (Miss Georgia) as well as some major baseball talents like Buster Posey.

The following is a list of regional goals included in the Comprehensive Economic
Development Strategy:

* Encourage and increase regional collaboration among cities and counties.

* Expand existing industries.

* Improve the infrastructure of water, sewer, roads, housing and technology.

» Support technical colleges within the region.

* Increase tourism in the region.

* Recruit retirees to the region.

* Increase access to capital for small businesses in the region.

» Create a diverse economy resistant to economic recession.

» Improve and upgrade the educational attainment levels of the labor workforce skills
within the region.

* Provide a well-trained workforce, professional, technical and skilled, capable of
accommodating new industry and maintaining existing industry.

Lee County and the cities of Leesburg and Smithville developed the following Goal
for Economic Development from community input during community meetings:

Lee County and the cities of Leesburg and Smithville will provide a proper
environment for economic development to grow and flourish with regards to healthcare,
transportation, education and public safety.

Policies:

» Support incentives to increase quality of life (arts and recreation) and to encourage
business to come to Lee County.

» |dentify the needs of current businesses to help them grow and expand their
business and be more “business friendly.”

» Support programs for professional development for ongoing training and help the
“‘unemployable” that need professional guidance and assistance.

» Work with providers to increase the availability of high-speed internet to northern
Lee County and Smithville.
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Community Profile

The information contained on the following pages was obtained from the United States Census
Bureau and ESRI Database.

CUnited States® Search

e— Bureau
All

Maps

Lee County, Georgia

Lee County, Georgia has 355.8 square miles of land area and is the 73rd largest

county in Georgia by total area. Lee County, Georgia is bordered by
Crisp County, Georgia, Sumter County, Georgia, Worth County, Georgia,

Terrell County, Georgia, and Dougherty County, Georgia.

@ Share Profile

/| United States | Georgia / Lee County, Georgia
Populations and People
Total Population
33163
P1 | 2020 Decennial Census
Employment
Employment Rate
60.6%
DPO3 | 2021 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

Business and Economy
Total Employer Establishments
434

CB2100CBP \ 2021 Economic Surveys Business Patterns

w

Profiles Pages

Income and Paverty
Median Household Income:

$74,935

51801 \ 2021 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

Housing
Total Housing Units

12,709
H1 | 2020 Decennial Census

Families and Living Arrangements
Total Households

11,616

DPO2 \ 2021 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

@ Advanced Search

Microdata Help FAQ
— P— —

CRI

@ Displa

Education
Bachelor's Degree or Higher

30.7%

51501 \ 2021 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

Health
‘Without Health Care Coverage
8.2%

52701 | 2021 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

Race and Ethnicity
Hispanic or Latino (of any race)

953

P9 | 2020 Decennial Census

Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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Lee County

All Topics n é«:‘ fg z:nt},
o Population Estimates, July 1, 2022, (V2022) & 33642
Population
| o Population Estimates, July 1, 2022, (V2022) 8 33.642
o Population estimates base, April 1. 2020, (V2022) & 33162
o Population, percent change - April 1. 2020 (estimates base) to July 1, 2022 (V2022) & 14%
0 Population, Census, Apnil 1, 2020 33,163
o Population, Census, April 1. 2010 28,298
Age and Sex
@ Persons under 5 years, percent A 55%
o Persons under 18 years, percent A 256%
o Persons 65 years and over, percent A 142%
@ Female persons, percent & 198%
Race and Hispanic Origin
© White alone, percent & 70.4%
o Black or African American alone, percent (a) A 25.0%
o American Indian and Alaska Native alone, percent (a) FAYECH
© Asian alone, percent (a) B 26%
© Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone, percent (a) & 01%
e Two or More Races, percent & 15%
(] Hispanic or Latino, percent  (b) D 36%
© White alone, not Hispanic or Latino, percent A 675%
Population Characteristics
€ Veterans, 2017-2021 2,298
[; ] Foreign bom persons, percent, 2017-2021 3.5%
Housing
© Housing units, July 1, 2022, (V2022) 13,059
e Owner-occupied housing unit rate, 2017-2021 75.9%
e Median value of owner-occupied housing units, 2017-2021 §178,500
© Median selected monthly owner costs -with a mortgage, 2017-2021 $1.356
© Median selected monthly owner costs -without a mortgage, 2017-2021 5474
o Median gross rent, 2017-2021 51,014
© Building permits, 2022 115
Families & Living Arrangements
o Households. 2017-2021 11.616
© Persons per household, 2017-2021 271
(i ] Living in same house 1 year ago, percent of persons age 1 year+, 2017-2021 89.2%
(] Language other than English spoken at home. percent of persons age 5 years+, 2017-2021 49%
Computer and Internet Use
e Households with a computer, percent, 2017-2021 95.1%
o Households with a broadband Internet subscription, percent, 2017-2021 87.5%
Education
@ High school graduate or higher, percent of persons age 25 years—, 2017-2021 91.2%
© Bachelors degree or higher, percent of persons age 25 vears+, 2017-2021 30.7%
Health
O with = disability, under age 65 years, percent, 2017-2021 10.0%
© Persons without health insurance, under age 65 vears, percent & 121%
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Economy
) In civilian labor force, total, percent of population age 16 years+, 2017-2021 63.7%
) In civilian labor force, female, percent of population age 16 years+, 2017-2021 64.5%
) Total accommodation and food services sales, 2017 ($1,000) (<) 19,385
) Total health care and social assistance receipts/revenue, 2017 (31,000) (c) 3331
) Total transportation and warehousing receipts'revenue, 2017 ($1,000) (c) 8085
ﬂ Total retail sales, 2017 ($1.000) (<) 224,906
) Total retail sales per capita, 2017 () $7.642
Transportation
) Mean travel time to work (minutes), workers age 16 years+, 2017-2021 225
Income & Poverty
© Median household income (in 2021 dollars), 2017-2021 §74,935
) Per capita income in past 12 months (in 2021 doflars), 2017-2021 $31.470
) Persons in paverty, percent A 9.8%
Businesses
) Total employer establishments, 2021 434
€ Total employment, 2021 4711
© Total annval payroll, 2021 ($1,000) 237231
) Total employment, percent change, 2020-2021 24%
ﬁ Total nonemployer establishments, 2020 2,532
© All employer firms, Reference year 2017 386
@ Men-owned emplover firms, Reference vear 2017 217
€ Women-owned emplover firms, Reference year 2017 5
© Minority-owned employer firms, Reference year 2017 5
@ Nonminerity-owned emplover firms, Reference year 2017 305
© Veteran-owned employer firms, Reference year 2017 5
) Nonveteran-owned employer firms, Reference year 2017 282

Geography
@ Population per square mile, 2020 93.2
o Population per square mile, 2010 79.5
P persq
@ Land area in square miles. 2020 355.88
0 Land area in square miles. 2010 355.78
q
@ FIPS Code 13177
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@ esri
Lee

Prepared by Esri
Area: 354.46 square miles

Population Summary

2000 Total Population 21,596
2010 Total Population 24,834
2017 Total Population 26,663
2017 Group Quarters 836
2022 Total Population 27,958
2017-2022 Annual Rate 0.95%
2017 Total Daytime Population 17,275
Workers 2AT3
Residents 13,502
Household Summary
2000 Households 7,141
2000 Average Household Size 2.92
2010 Households 8,493
2010 Average Household Size 2.83
2017 Households 9,142
2017 Average Household Size 2.83
2022 Households 9,615
2022 Average Household Size 2.82
2017-2022 Annual Rate 1.01%
2010 Families 6,773
2010 Average Family Size 3.18
2017 Families 7,236
2017 Average Family Size 3.18
2022 Families 7,583
2022 Average Family Size 3.18
2017-2022 Annual Rate 0.94%
Housing Unit Summary
2000 Housing Units 7,641
Owner Occupied Housing Units 73.5%
Renter Occupied Housing Units 19.9%
Vacant Housing Units 6.5%
2010 Housing Units 8,976
Owner Occupied Housing Units 72.6%
Renter Occupied Housing Units 22.0%
Vacant Housing Units 5.4%
2017 Housing Units 9,774
Owner Occupied Housing Units 68.7%
Renter Occupied Housing Units 24.8%
Vacant Housing Units 6.5%
2022 Housing Units 10,305
Owner Occupied Housing Units 68.2%
Renter Occupied Housing Units 25.1%
Vacant Housing Units 6.7%
Median F 1d I
2017 $61,656
2022 $70,432
Median Home Value
2017 $167,855
2022 $194,651
Per Capita Income
2017 $28,550
2022 $32,705
Median Age
2010 36.2
2017 37.4
2022 38.1

Data Note: Household population includes persons not residing in group quarters. Average Household Size is the household population divided by total households.
Persons in families include the householder and persons related to the householder by birth, marriage, or adoption. Per Capita Income represents the income received by
all persons aged 15 years and over divided by the total population.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1. Esri forecasts for 2017 and 2022 Esri converted Census 2000 data into 2010 geography.

May 21, 2018
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[ ]
@ esri
Lee

Prepared by Esri
Area: 354.46 square miles

2017 Households by Income

Household Income Base 9,142
<$15,000 9.5%
$15,000 - $24,999 6.9%
$25,000 - $34,999 8.6%
$35,000 - $49,999 13.2%
$50,000 - $74,999 20.7%
$75,000 - $99,999 13.9%
$100,000 - $149,999 17.2%
$150,000 - $199,999 6.0%
$200,000+ 4.0%

Average Household Income $79,331

2022 Households by Income

Household Income Base 9,615
<$15,000 9.1%
$15,000 - $24,999 6.2%
$25,000 - $34,999 7.4%
$35,000 - $49,999 11.2%
$50,000 - $74,999 18.6%
$75,000 - $99,999 15.3%
$100,000 - $149,999 19.8%
$150,000 - $199,999 7.3%
$200,000+ 5.2%

Average Household Income $91,243

2017 Owner Occupied Housing Units by Value

Total 6,719
<$50,000 10.2%
$50,000 - $99,999 10.8%
$100,000 - $149,999 21.1%
$150,000 - $199,999 22.0%
$200,000 - $249,999 12.2%
$250,000 - $299,999 7.8%
$300,000 - $399,999 9.5%
$400,000 - $499,999 3.4%
$500,000 - $749,999 2.4%
$750,000 - $999,999 0.4%
$1,000,000 + 0.1%

Average Home Value $192,878

2022 Owner Occupied Housing Units by Value

Total 7,025
<$50,000 6.5%
$50,000 - $99,999 8.1%
$100,000 - $149,999 18.0%
$150,000 - $199,999 19.4%
$200,000 - $249,999 11.4%
$250,000 - $299,999 9.2%
$300,000 - $399,999 13.8%
$400,000 - $499,999 6.4%
$500,000 - $749,999 6.1%
$750,000 - $999,999 0.9%
$1,000,000 + 0.2%

Average Home Value $240,128

Data Note: Income represents the preceding year, expressed in current dollars. Household income includes wage and salary earnings, interest dividends, net rents,
pensions, SSI and welfare payments, child support, and alimony.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1. Esri forecasts for 2017 and 2022 Esri converted Census 2000 data into 2010 geography.

May 21, 2018
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@ esri
Lee

Prepared by Esri
Area: 354.46 square miles

2010 Population by Age

Total 24,836
0-4 6.5%
5-9 7.8%
10 - 14 8.4%
15-24 12.8%
25-34 12.5%
35-44 15.9%
45 - 54 15.8%
55 - 64 11.9%
65 - 74 5.2%
75 - 84 2.4%
85 + 0.7%

18 + 72.4%

2017 Population by Age

Total 26,664
0-4 6.1%
5-9 6.5%
10 - 14 7.3%
15 - 24 13.3%
25 - 34 13.6%
35-44 13.9%
45 - 54 14.4%
55 - 64 13.1%
65 - 74 8.2%
75 - 84 2.8%
85 + 0.8%

18 + 75.7%

2022 Population by Age

Total 27,956
0-4 6.0%
5-9 6.1%
10 - 14 6.7%
15- 24 12.6%
25-34 14.3%
35-44 13.5%
45 - 54 13.3%
55 - 64 12.8%
65 - 74 9.8%
75 - 84 3.9%
85 + 0.9%

18 + 76.9%

2010 Population by Sex
Males 12,436
Females 12,398
2017 Population by Sex
Males 13,395
Females 13,268
2022 Population by Sex
Males 14,041
Females 13,916

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1. Esri forecasts for 2017 and 2022 Esri converted Census 2000 data into 2010 geography.

May 21, 2018
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@ esrl ommunity Profile
Lee

Area: 354.46 square miles

Prepared by Esri

2010 Population by Race/Ethnicity
Total
White Alone
Black Alone
American Indian Alone
Asian Alone
Pacific Islander Alone
Some Other Race Alone
Two or More Races
Hispanic Origin
Diversity Index
2017 Population by Race/Ethnicity
Total
White Alone
Black Alone
American Indian Alone
Asian Alone
Pacific Islander Alone
Some Other Race Alone
Two or More Races
Hispanic Origin
Diversity Index
2022 Population by Race/Ethnicity
Total
White Alone
Black Alone
American Indian Alone
Asian Alone
Pacific Islander Alone
Some Other Race Alone
Two or More Races
Hispanic Origin
Diversity Index

2010 Population by Relationship and Household Type

Total
In Households
In Family Households
Householder
Spouse
Child
Other relative
Nonrelative
In Nonfamily Households
In Group Quarters
Institutionalized Population
Noninstitutionalized Population

24,834
77.4%
17.9%

0.3%
2.4%
0.1%
0.6%
1.4%
2.0%

39:3

26,663
73.8%
20.6%
0.3%
2.5%
0.1%
0.9%
1.8%
3.1%
44.8

27,958
71.1%
22.5%

0.4%
2.6%
0.1%
1.1%
2.2%
3.9%

48.4

24,834
96.9%
88.2%
27.4%
21.6%
34.7%
2.9%
1.6%
8.7%
3.1%
2.8%
0.3%

Data Note: Persons of Hispanic Origin may be of any race. The Diversity Index measures the probability that two people from the same area will be from different race/

ethnic groups.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1. Esri forecasts for 2017 and 2022 Esri converted Census 2000 data into 2010 geography.

May 21, 2018
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@ esri
Lee

Prepared by Esri
Area: 354.46 square miles

2017 Population 25+ by Ed tional Attai t
Total 17,828
Less than 9th Grade 3.4%
9th - 12th Grade, No Diploma 8.8%
High School Graduate 22.2%
GED/Alternative Credential 5.8%
Some College, No Degree 23.9%
Associate Degree 10.8%
Bachelor's Degree 14.4%
Graduate/Professional Degree 10.6%
2017 Population 15+ by Marital Status
Total 21,377
Never Married 27.2%
Married 57.6%
Widowed 5.3%
Divorced 9.9%
2017 Civilian Population 16+ in Labor Force
Civilian Employed 95.7%
Civilian Unemployed (Unemployment Rate) 4.3%
2017 Employed Population 16+ by Industry
Total 12,690
Agriculture/Mining 2.5%
Construction 5.7%
Manufacturing 11.3%
Wholesale Trade 3.0%
Retail Trade 13.7%
Transportation/Utilities 4.8%
Information 1.5%
Finance/Insurance/Real Estate 4.3%
Services 43.2%
Public Administration 10.1%
2017 Employed Population 16+ by Occupation
Total 12,691
White Collar 66.7%
Management/Business/Financial 16.6%
Professional 20.3%
Sales 13.3%
Administrative Support 16.4%
Services 11.9%
Blue Collar 21.4%
Farming/Forestry/Fishing 1.2%
Construction/Extraction 3.2%
Installation/Maintenance/Repair 4.6%
Production 6.5%
Transportation/Material Moving 5.9%
2010 Population By Urban/ Rural Status
Total Population 24,834
Population Inside Urbanized Area 58.0%
Population Inside Urbanized Cluster 7.0%
Rural Population 35.0%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1. Esri forecasts for 2017 and 2022 Esri converted Census 2000 data into 2010 geography.

May 21, 2018
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@GSI‘IE
Lee

Prepared by Esri
Area: 354.46 square miles

2010 Households by Type

Total 8,493
Households with 1 Person 16.3%
Households with 2+ People 83.7%
Family Households 79.7%
Husband-wife Families 62.9%
With Related Children 31.4%
Other Family (No Spouse Present) 16.9%
Other Family with Male Householder 4.0%
With Related Children 2.4%
Other Family with Female Householder 12.9%
With Related Children 9.5%
Nonfamily Households 3.9%
All Households with Children 43.7%
Multigenerational Households 4.9%
Unmarried Partner Households 5.1%
Male-female 4.6%
Same-sex 0.5%
2010 Households by Size
Total 8,494
1 Person Household 16.3%
2 Person Household 33.3%
3 Person Household 19.9%
4 Person Household 18.8%
5 Person Household 7.8%
6 Person Household 2.9%
7 + Person Household 1.0%
2010 Households by Tenure and Mortgage Status
Total 8,493
Owner Occupied 76.7%
Owned with a Mortgage/Loan 60.4%
Owned Free and Clear 16.4%
Renter Occupied 23.3%
2010 Housing Units By Urban/ Rural Status
Total Housing Units 8,976
Housing Units Inside Urbanized Area 58.9%
Housing Units Inside Urbanized Cluster 4.7%
Rural Housing Units 36.4%

Data Note: Households with children include any households with people under age 18, related or not. Multigenerational households are families with 3 or more parent-
child relationships. Unmarried partner households are usually classified as nonfamily households unless there is another member of the household related to the
householder. Multigenerational and unmarried partner households are reported only to the tract level. Esri estimated block group data, which is used to estimate
polygons or non-standard geography.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1. Esri forecasts for 2017 and 2022 Esri converted Census 2000 data into 2010 geography.

May 21, 2018
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@ esri
Lee

Area: 354.46 square miles

Prepared by Esri

Top 3 Tapestry Segments

2017 Consumer Spending
Apparel & Services: Total $
Average Spent
Spending Potential Index
Education: Total $
Average Spent
Spending Potential Index
Entertainment/Recreation: Total $
Average Spent
Spending Potential Index
Food at Home: Total $
Average Spent
Spending Potential Index
Food Away from Home: Total $
Average Spent
Spending Potential Index
Health Care: Total $
Average Spent
Spending Potential Index
HH Furnishings & Equipment: Total $
Average Spent
Spending Potential Index
Personal Care Products & Services: Total $
Average Spent
Spending Potential Index
Shelter: Total $
Average Spent
Spending Potential Index
Support Payments/Cash Contributions/Gifts in Kind: Total $
Average Spent
Spending Potential Index
Travel: Total $
Average Spent
Spending Potential Index
Vehicle Maintenance & Repairs: Total $
Average Spent
Spending Potential Index

Soccer Moms (4A)
Middleburg (4C)
Southern Satellites (10A)

$19,617,209
$2,145.83
99
$12,173,545
$1,331.61
91
$28,179,796
$3,082.45
99
$44,917,302
$4,913.29
98
$30,586,392
$3,345.70
100
$51,035,474
$5,582.53
100
$17,867,650
$1,954.46
101
$7,188,668
$786.33

99
$140,900,824
$15,412.47
95
$21,508,167
$2,352.68
100
$18,389,534
$2,011.54
97
$9,701,090
$1,061.16
99

Data Note: Consumer spending shows the amount spent on a variety of goods and services by households that reside in the area. Expenditures are shown by broad
budget categories that are not mutually exclusive. Consumer spending does not equal business revenue. Total and Average Amount Spent Per Household represent annual

figures. The Spending Potential Index represents the amount spent in the area relative to a national average of 100.
Source: Consumer Spending data are derived from the 2013 and 2014 Consumer Expenditure Surveys, Bureau of Labor Statistics. Esri.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1. Esri forecasts for 2017 and 2022 Esri converted Census 2000 data into 2010 geography.

Household Housing
Married Couples Single Family

Housing

Single Family = Buy children’s toys, clothes

= (arry some debt; invest for future

550

Households: 3,396,001

= Own 2+ vehicles (minivans, SUVs) = Own frucks, SUVs

Households: 3418 433

May 21, 2018

@ Southern Satellites

i Sves/Prof /Admin
™ G e
i White
Hou_mlmld Housing = Go hunting, fishing
Married Couples mf;:“':’s = Shop at Walmart
B Sl
= Listen fo country music;
E’i.“i watch CMT
Households: 3,818,057 5 056, et F ok

|
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Lee County State Functional Classification Map
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City of Leesburg

CUnited States® Search
e— Bureau

All Tables Maps Profiles Pages
Place

Leeshurg city, Georgia

Leesburg city, Georgia is a city, town, place equivalent, and township located in

M \.J @ Advanced Search

Microdata Help FAQ

Georgia.

w Share Profile

/I United States [ Georgia / Leesburg city, Georgia
Populations and People
Total Population
3,480
P1 | 2020 Decennial Census
Employment
Employment Rate
56.5%
DPO3 | 2021 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

Families and Living Arrangements
Total Households
uR [ 1,260

DPO2 | 2021 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

i

&

Income and Poverty
Median Household Income
$67,551

§1901 | 2021 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

Housing
Total Housing Units

H1 | 2020 Decenniat Census

Race and Ethnicity

Hispanic or Latino (of any race)
85

P9 | 2020 Decennial Census

———— Ashburn Hwy-|

U |

@ nispig

Education
Bachelor's Degree or Higher
27.0%

$1501 | 2021 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

Health
Without Health Care Coverage

16.1%

$2701 | 2021 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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Leesburg Prepared by Esri
Area: 4.78 square miles

Population Summary

2000 Total Population 2,493
2010 Total Population 2,884
2017 Total Population 3,083
2017 Group Quarters 74
2022 Total Population 3,270
2017-2022 Annual Rate 1.18%
2017 Total Daytime Population 3,083
Workers 1,450
Residents 1,633
Household Summary
2000 Households 859
2000 Average Household Size 2.82
2010 Households 1,006
2010 Average Household Size 2.80
2017 Households 1,082
2017 Average Household Size 2.78
2022 Households 1,152
2022 Average Household Size 2.77
2017-2022 Annual Rate 1.26%
2010 Families 811
2010 Average Family Size 3.11
2017 Families 867
2017 Average Family Size 3.10
2022 Families 920
2022 Average Family Size 3.10
2017-2022 Annual Rate 1.19%
Housing Unit Summary
2000 Housing Units 907
Owner Occupied Housing Units 70.3%
Renter Occupied Housing Units 24.3%
Vacant Housing Units 5.4%
2010 Housing Units 1,060
Owner Occupied Housing Units 68.6%
Renter Occupied Housing Units 26.3%
Vacant Housing Units 5.1%
2017 Housing Units 1,157
Owner Occupied Housing Units 64.3%
Renter Occupied Housing Units 29.1%
Vacant Housing Units 6.5%
2022 Housing Units 1,234
Owner Occupied Housing Units 65.1%
Renter Occupied Housing Units 28.3%
Vacant Housing Units 6.6%
Median Household Income
2017 $59,306
2022 $68,936
Median Home Value
2017 $130,319
2022 $147,274
Per Capita Income
2017 $28,648
2022 $34,172
Median Age
2010 32.4
2017 34.1
2022 34.5

Data Note: Household population includes persons not residing in group quarters. Average Household Size is the household population divided by total households.
Persons in families include the householder and persons related to the householder by birth, marriage, or adoption. Per Capita Income represents the income received by
all persons aged 15 years and over divided by the total population.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1. Esri forecasts for 2017 and 2022 Esri converted Census 2000 data into 2010 geography.
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Leesburg
Area: 4.78 square miles

Prepared by Esri

2017 H holds by I
Household Income Base
<$15,000
$15,000 - $24,999
$25,000 - $34,999
$35,000 - $49,999
$50,000 - $74,999
$75,000 - $99,999
$100,000 - $149,999
$150,000 - $199,999
$200,000+
Average Household Income
2022 Households by Income
Household Income Base
<$15,000
$15,000 - $24,999
$25,000 - $34,999
$35,000 - $49,999
$50,000 - $74,999
$75,000 - $99,999
$100,000 - $149,999
$150,000 - $199,999
$200,000+
Average Household Income
2017 Owner Occupied Housing Units by Value
Total
<$50,000
$50,000 - $99,999
$100,000 - $149,999
$150,000 - $199,999
$200,000 - $249,999
$250,000 - $299,999
$300,000 - $399,999
$400,000 - $499,999
$500,000 - $749,999
$750,000 - $999,999
$1,000,000 +
Average Home Value
2022 Owner Occupied Housing Units by Value
Total
<$50,000
$50,000 - $99,999
$100,000 - $149,999
$150,000 - $199,999
$200,000 - $249,999
$250,000 - $299,999
$300,000 - $399,999
$400,000 - $499,999
$500,000 - $749,999
$750,000 - $999,999
$1,000,000 +
Average Home Value

1,082
14.0%
5.7%
9.4%
11.0%
20.8%
12.8%
15.2%
3.8%
7.3%
$82,368

1,152
12.8%
5.1%
8.1%
9.1%
18.1%
13.9%
18.2%
4.9%
9.7%
$98,593

744
6.6%
20.4%
37.9%
11.0%
6.6%
5.9%
6.5%
3.1%
1.1%
0.9%
0.0%
$166,163

803
3.9%
14.8%
33.1%
10.5%
7.1%
7.7%
11.3%
7.0%
2.6%
2.0%
0.0%
$213,823

Data Note: Income represents the preceding year, expressed in current dollars. Household income includes wage and salary earnings, interest dividends, net rents,

pensions, SSI and welfare payments, child support, and alimony.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1. Esri forecasts for 2017 and 2022 Esri converted Census 2000 data into 2010 geography.
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Leesburg Prepared by Esri
Area: 4.78 square miles

2010 Population by Age

Total 2,883
0-4 7.8%
5-9 9.5%
10 - 14 9.0%
15-24 13.6%
25 - 34 13.9%
35-44 15.6%
45 - 54 13.1%
55 - 64 9.6%
65 - 74 4.4%
75 - 84 2.2%
85 + 1.4%

18 + 68.2%

2017 Population by Age

Total 3,083
0-4 7.3%
5-9 7.4%
10 - 14 8.1%
15 - 24 14.0%
25-34 14.5%
35-44 13.8%
45 - 54 13.9%
55 - 64 10.4%
65 - 74 6.6%
75 - 84 2.7%
85 + 1.3%

18 + 72.0%

2022 Population by Age

Total 3,270
0-4 7.2%
5-9 7.4%
10 - 14 7.5%
15-24 13.1%
25 -34 15.6%
35-44 13.9%
45 - 54 12.3%
55 - 64 10.7%
65 - 74 7.5%
75 - 84 3.4%
85 + 1.3%

18 + 72.7%

2010 Population by Sex
Males 1,387
Females 1,497
2017 Population by Sex
Males 1,484
Females 1,600
2022 Population by Sex
Males 1,574
Females 1,696

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1. Esri forecasts for 2017 and 2022 Esri converted Census 2000 data into 2010 geography.
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Leesburg
Area: 4.78 square miles

Prepared by Esri

2010 Population by Race/Ethnicity
Total
White Alone
Black Alone
American Indian Alone
Asian Alone
Pacific Islander Alone
Some Other Race Alone
Two or More Races
Hispanic Origin
Diversity Index
2017 Population by Race/Ethnicity
Total
White Alone
Black Alone
American Indian Alone
Asian Alone
Pacific Islander Alone
Some Other Race Alone
Two or More Races
Hispanic Origin
Diversity Index
2022 Population by Race/Ethnicity
Total
White Alone
Black Alone
American Indian Alone
Asian Alone
Pacific Islander Alone
Some Other Race Alone
Two or More Races
Hispanic Origin
Diversity Index
2010 Population by Relationship and Household Type
Total
In Households
In Family Households
Householder
Spouse
Child
Other relative
Nonrelative
In Nonfamily Households
In Group Quarters
Institutionalized Population
Noninstitutionalized Population

2,882
77.5%
19.3%

0.2%
0.8%
0.0%
0.8%
1.4%
2.2%

39.0

3,084
73.5%
22.3%

0.3%

0.8%

0.0%

1.1%
1.9%
3.4%

44.8

3,269
70.8%
24.3%

0.3%

0.9%

0.0%

1.4%
2.2%
4.3%

48.6

2,884
97.6%
89.5%
27.2%
19.3%
38.3%

2.6%

2.1%

8.1%

2.4%

2.4%

0.0%

Data Note: Persons of Hispanic Origin may be of any race. The Diversity Index measures the probability that two people from the same area will be from different race/

ethnic groups.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1. Esri forecasts for 2017 and 2022 Esri converted Census 2000 data into 2010 geography.
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Leesburg Prepared by Esri
Area: 4.78 square miles

2017 Population 25+ by Educational Attainment

Total 1,946
Less than 9th Grade 4.1%
9th - 12th Grade, No Diploma 8.8%
High School Graduate 22.4%
GED/Alternative Credential 4.6%
Some College, No Degree 26.7%
Associate Degree 11.0%
Bachelor's Degree 12.0%
Graduate/Professional Degree 10.5%

2017 Population 15+ by Marital Status

Total 2,380
Never Married 28.3%
Married 59.3%
Widowed 3.4%
Divorced 9.0%

2017 Civilian Population 16+ in Labor Force
Civilian Employed 95.6%
Civilian Unemployed (Unemployment Rate) 4.4%

2017 Employed Population 16+ by Industry

Total 1,462
Agriculture/Mining 1.6%
Construction 6.8%
Manufacturing 10.2%
Wholesale Trade 4.1%
Retail Trade 8.4%
Transportation/Utilities 6.2%
Information 0.9%
Finance/Insurance/Real Estate 6.2%
Services 45.4%
Public Administration 10.1%

2017 Employed Population 16+ by Occupation

Total 1,463
White Collar 61.8%

Management/Business/Financial 17.4%
Professional 17.0%
Sales 12.4%
Administrative Support 14.9%
Services 14.4%
Blue Collar 23.9%
Farming/Forestry/Fishing 0.2%
Construction/Extraction 5.9%
Installation/Maintenance/Repair 6.3%
Production 8.6%
Transportation/Material Moving 2.9%

2010 Population By Urban/ Rural Status

Total Population 2,884
Population Inside Urbanized Area 0.0%
Population Inside Urbanized Cluster 65.9%
Rural Population 34.1%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1. Esri forecasts for 2017 and 2022 Esri converted Census 2000 data into 2010 geography.
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Leesburg Prepared by Esri
Area: 4.78 square miles

2010 Households by Type

Total 1,005
Households with 1 Person 15.9%
Households with 2+ People 84.1%
Family Households 80.7%
Husband-wife Families 57.6%
With Related Children 32.2%
Other Family (No Spouse Present) 23.1%
Other Family with Male Householder 4.2%
With Related Children 3.2%
Other Family with Female Householder 19.0%
With Related Children 15.0%
Nonfamily Households 3.4%
All Households with Children 51.1%
Multigenerational Households 5.5%
Unmarried Partner Households 6.2%
Male-female 5.3%
Same-sex 0.9%
2010 Households by Size
Total 1,006
1 Person Household 15.9%
2 Person Household 30.0%
3 Person Household 21.4%
4 Person Household 20.5%
5 Person Household 8.2%
6 Person Household 2.8%
7 + Person Household 1.3%
2010 Households by Tenure and Mortgage Status
Total 1,006
Owner Occupied 72.3%
Owned with a Mortgage/Loan 57.5%
Owned Free and Clear 14.7%
Renter Occupied 27.7%
2010 Housing Units By Urban/ Rural Status
Total Housing Units 1,060
Housing Units Inside Urbanized Area 0.0%
Housing Units Inside Urbanized Cluster 64.8%
Rural Housing Units 35.2%

Data Note: Households with children include any households with people under age 18, related or not. Multigenerational households are families with 3 or more parent-
child relationships. Unmarried partner households are usually classified as nonfamily households unless there is another member of the household related to the
householder. Multigenerational and unmarried partner households are reported only to the tract level. Esri estimated block group data, which is used to estimate
polygons or non-standard geography.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1. Esri forecasts for 2017 and 2022 Esri converted Census 2000 data into 2010 geography.
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Leesburg Prepared by Esri
Area: 4.78 square miles

Top 3 Tapestry Segments

1. Middleburg (4C)

2 Green Acres (6A)

3. Top Tier (1A)

2017 Consumer Spending

Apparel & Services: Total $ $2,413,159
Average Spent $2,230.28
Spending Potential Index 103
Education: Total $ $1,456,263
Average Spent $1,345.90
Spending Potential Index 92
Entertainment/Recreation: Total $ $3,455,574
Average Spent $3,193.69
Spending Potential Index 102
Food at Home: Total $ $5,540,771
Average Spent $5,120.86
Spending Potential Index 102
Food Away from Home: Total $ $3,790,550
Average Spent $3,503.28
Spending Potential Index 105
Health Care: Total $ $6,268,071
Average Spent $5,793.04
Spending Potential Index 104
HH Furnishings & Equipment: Total $ $2,213,544
Average Spent $2,045.79
Spending Potential Index 105
Personal Care Products & Services: Total $ $884,443
Average Spent $817.41
Spending Potential Index 103
Shelter: Total $ $17,355,055
Average Spent $16,039.79
Spending Potential Index 99
Support Payments/Cash Contributions/Gifts in Kind: Total $ $2,634,769
Average Spent $2,435.09
Spending Potential Index 104
Travel: Total $ $2,236,380
Average Spent $2,066.89
Spending Potential Index 100
Vehicle Maintenance & Repairs: Total $ $1,193,397
Average Spent $1,102.95
Spending Potential Index 103

Data Note: Consumer spending shows the amount spent on a variety of goods and services by households that reside in the area, Expenditures are shown by broad
budget categories that are not mutually exclusive. Consumer spending does not equal business revenue. Total and Average Amount Spent Per Household represent annual
figures. The Spending Potential Index represents the amount spent in the area relative to a national average of 100.

Source: Consumer Spending data are derived from the 2013 and 2014 Consumer Expenditure Surveys, Bureau of Labor Statistics. Esri.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1. Esri forecasts for 2017 and 2022 Esri converted Census 2000 data into 2010 geography.
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Leesburg, Georgia, State Functional Classification Map
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City of Smithville

CUnited States® Search

e— Bureau

All

@ Share Profile

// United States [ Georgia / Smithville city, Georgia

Populations and People
Total Population

593

P1 | 2020 Decennial Census

Employment
Employment Rate

40.8%

DPO3 | 2021 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

Families and Living Arrangements
Total Househelds

DPO2 | 2021 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

Maps

Smithville city, Georgia

Smithville city, Georgia is a city, town, place equivalent, and township located in
Georgia.

fiEn

Profiles Pages

Income and Poverty
Median Household Income
$36,510

51901 | 2021 Ameriean Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

Housing
Total Housing Units

H1 | 2020 Decennial Census

Race and Ethnicity
Hispanic or Latino (of any race)

P8 | 2020 Decennial Census

Microdata Help FAQ

@ oisy

Education
Bachelor's Degree or Higher
21%

$1501 | 2021 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

Health

Without Health Care Coverage

29.6%

$2701 | 2021 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates
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Smithville Prepared by Esri
Area: 2.55 square miles

Population Summary

2000 Total Population 663
2010 Total Population 575
2017 Total Population 587
2017 Group Quarters 0
2022 Total Population 600
2017-2022 Annual Rate 0.44%
2017 Total Daytime Population 396
Workers 52
Residents 344
Household Summary
2000 Households 227
2000 Average Household Size 2.92
2010 Households 204
2010 Average Household Size 2.82
2017 Households 209
2017 Average Household Size 2.81
2022 Households 214
2022 Average Household Size 2.80
2017-2022 Annual Rate 0.47%
2010 Families 153
2010 Average Family Size 3.28
2017 Families 156
2017 Average Family Size 3.27
2022 Families 159
2022 Average Family Size 3.28
2017-2022 Annual Rate 0.38%
L ing Unit y
2000 Housing Units 263
Owner Occupied Housing Units 71.1%
Renter Occupied Housing Units 15.2%
Vacant Housing Units 13.7%
2010 Housing Units 237
Owner Occupied Housing Units 68.8%
Renter Occupied Housing Units 17.3%
Vacant Housing Units 13.9%
2017 Housing Units 246
Owner Occupied Housing Units 65.4%
Renter Occupied Housing Units 19.5%
Vacant Housing Units 15.0%
2022 Housing Units 253
Owner Occupied Housing Units 64.8%
Renter Occupied Housing Units 19.8%
Vacant Housing Units 15.4%
Median Household Income
2017 $34,582
2022 $43,786
Median Home Value
2017 $105,882
2022 $165,972
Per Capita Income
2017 $18,814
2022 $22,364
Median Age
2010 38.0
2017 39.7
2022 41.1

Data Note: Household population includes persons not residing in group quarters. Average Household Size is the household population divided by total households.
Persons in families include the householder and persons related to the householder by birth, marriage, or adoption. Per Capita Income represents the income received by
all persons aged 15 years and over divided by the total population.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1. Esri forecasts for 2017 and 2022 Esri converted Census 2000 data into 2010 geography.
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Smithville Prepared by Esri
Area: 2.55 square miles

2017 H holds by I

Household Income Base 209
<$15,000 23.9%
$15,000 - $24,999 11.5%
$25,000 - $34,999 15.3%
$35,000 - $49,999 7.7%
$50,000 - $74,999 15.8%
$75,000 - $99,999 12.9%
$100,000 - $149,999 9.6%
$150,000 - $199,999 2.4%
$200,000+ 1.4%

Average Household Income $53,128

2022 Households by Income

Household Income Base 214
<$15,000 22.4%
$15,000 - $24,999 10.3%
$25,000 - $34,999 13.1%
$35,000 - $49,999 6.5%
$50,000 - $74,999 14.0%
$75,000 - $99,999 15.4%
$100,000 - $149,999 13.1%
$150,000 - $199,999 3.3%
$200,000+ 1.9%

Average Household Income $63,042

2017 Owner Occupied Housing Units by Value

Total 161
<$50,000 23.0%
$50,000 - $99,999 26.1%
$100,000 - $149,999 10.6%
$150,000 - $199,999 22.4%
$200,000 - $249,999 5.6%
$250,000 - $299,999 0.6%
$300,000 - $399,999 8.1%
$400,000 - $499,999 0.0%
$500,000 - $749,999 4.3%
$750,000 - $999,999 0.0%
$1,000,000 + 0.0%

Average Home Value $146,451

2022 Owner Occupied Housing Units by Value

Total 164
<$50,000 14.6%
$50,000 - $99,999 19.5%
$100,000 - $149,999 9.1%
$150,000 - $199,999 22.0%
$200,000 - $249,999 6.7%
$250,000 - $299,999 1.2%
$300,000 - $399,999 15.2%
$400,000 - $499,999 0.0%
$500,000 - $749,999 12.2%
$750,000 - $999,999 0.0%
$1,000,000 + 0.0%

Average Home Value $214,848

Data Note: Income represents the preceding year, expressed in current dollars. Household income includes wage and salary earnings, interest dividends, net rents,
pensions, SSI and welfare payments, child support, and alimony.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1. Esri forecasts for 2017 and 2022 Esri converted Census 2000 data into 2010 geography.
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Smithville Prepared by Esri
Area: 2.55 square miles

2010 Population by Age

Total 575
0-4 6.3%
5-9 8.0%
10 - 14 8.2%
15-24 13.2%
25 - 34 10.8%
35-44 11.7%
45 - 54 17.4%
55 - 64 15.0%
65 - 74 5.7%
75 - 84 2.3%
85 + 1.4%

18 + 72.9%

2017 Population by Age

Total 588
0-4 5.8%
5-9 6.1%
10 - 14 7.1%
15 - 24 12.8%
25 - 34 12.8%
35-44 11.6%
45 - 54 12.9%
55 - 64 16.5%
65 - 74 10.7%
75 - 84 2.7%
85 + 1.0%

18 + 76.5%

2022 Population by Age

Total 600
0-4 5.8%
5-9 6.0%
10 - 14 6.5%
15-24 12.2%
25 - 34 12.2%
35-44 11.8%
45 - 54 11.5%
55 - 64 15.5%
65 - 74 13.3%
75 - 84 4.3%
85 + 0.8%

18 + 77.5%

2010 Population by Sex
Males 271
Females 304
2017 Population by Sex
Males 278
Females 308
2022 Population by Sex
Males 285
Females 315

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1. Esri forecasts for 2017 and 2022 Esri converted Census 2000 data into 2010 geography.
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Smithville Prepared by Esri
Area: 2.55 square miles

2010 Population by Race/Ethnicity

Total 576
White Alone 54.5%
Black Alone 43.9%
American Indian Alone 0.5%
Asian Alone 0.2%
Pacific Islander Alone 0.0%
Some Other Race Alone 0.2%
Two or More Races 0.7%

Hispanic Origin 0.9%

Diversity Index 51.7

2017 Population by Race/Ethnicity

Total 586
White Alone 50.0%
Black Alone 48.5%
American Indian Alone 0.5%
Asian Alone 0.2%
Pacific Islander Alone 0.0%
Some Other Race Alone 0.2%
Two or More Races 0.7%

Hispanic Origin 1.5%

Diversity Index 53.1

2022 Population by Race/Ethnicity

Total 601
White Alone 46.6%
Black Alone 51.6%
American Indian Alone 0.7%
Asian Alone 0.2%
Pacific Islander Alone 0.0%
Some Other Race Alone 0.2%
Two or More Races 0.8%

Hispanic Origin 1.8%

Diversity Index 533

2010 Population by Relationship and Household Type

Total 575

In Households 100.0%

In Family Households 89.6%
Householder 26.6%
Spouse 18.1%
Child 38.1%
Other relative 4.9%
Nonrelative 2.3%

In Nonfamily Households 10.4%
In Group Quarters 0.0%
Institutionalized Population 0.0%
Noninstitutionalized Population 0.0%

Data Note: Persons of Hispanic Origin may be of any race. The Diversity Index measures the probability that two people from the same area will be from different race/
ethnic groups.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1. Esri forecasts for 2017 and 2022 Esri converted Census 2000 data into 2010 geography.
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Smithville Prepared by Esri
Area: 2.55 square miles

2017 Population 25+ by Educational Attainment

Total 400
Less than Sth Grade 2.0%
Sth - 12th Grade, No Diploma 13.5%
High School Graduate 35.8%
GED/Alternative Credential 5.2%
Some College, No Degree 20.8%
Associate Degree 7.2%
Bachelor's Degree 13.2%
Graduate/Professional Degree 2.2%

2017 Population 15+ by Marital Status

Total 473
Never Married 27.1%
Married 52.0%
Widowed 8.7%
Divorced 12.3%

2017 Civilian Population 16+ in Labor Force
Civilian Employed 91.0%
Civilian Unemployed (Unemployment Rate) 9.0%

2017 Employed Population 16+ by Industry

Total 242
Agriculture/Mining 13.2%
Construction 4.5%
Manufacturing 13.6%
Wholesale Trade 3.7%
Retail Trade 14.0%
Transportation/Utilities 2.9%
Information 0.0%
Finance/Insurance/Real Estate 1.2%
Services 39.3%
Public Administration 7.9%

2017 Employed Population 16+ by Occupation

Total 242
White Collar 50.4%

Management/Business/Financial 10.3%
Professional 14.0%
Sales 13.6%
Administrative Support 12.4%
Services 12.8%
Blue Collar 36.8%
Farming/Forestry/Fishing 5.4%
Construction/Extraction 2.9%
Installation/Maintenance/Repair 12.0%
Production 12.8%
Transportation/Material Moving 3.7%

2010 Population By Urban/ Rural Status

Total Population 575
Population Inside Urbanized Area 0.0%
Population Inside Urbanized Cluster 0.0%
Rural Population 100.0%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1. Esri forecasts for 2017 and 2022 Esri converted Census 2000 data into 2010 geography.
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Smithville Prepared by Esri
Area: 2.55 square miles

2010 Households by Type

Total 204
Households with 1 Person 21.6%
Households with 2+ People 78.4%
Family Households 75.0%
Husband-wife Families 51.0%
With Related Children 22.5%
Other Family (No Spouse Present) 24.0%
Other Family with Male Householder 5.9%
With Related Children 2.5%
Other Family with Female Householder 18.1%
With Related Children 12.3%
Nonfamily Households 3.4%
All Households with Children 37.7%
Multigenerational Households 7.8%
Unmarried Partner Households 5.9%
Male-female 5.4%
Same-sex 0.5%
2010 Households by Size
Total 203
1 Person Household 21.7%
2 Person Household 32.0%
3 Person Household 14.8%
4 Person Household 17.2%
5 Person Household 9.4%
6 Person Household 3.0%
7 + Person Household 2.0%
2010 Households by Tenure and Mortgage Status
Total 204
Owner Occupied 79.9%
Owned with a Mortgage/Loan 43.6%
Owned Free and Clear 36.3%
Renter Occupied 20.1%
2010 Housing Units By Urban/ Rural Status
Total Housing Units 237
Housing Units Inside Urbanized Area 0.0%
Housing Units Inside Urbanized Cluster 0.0%
Rural Housing Units 100.0%

Data Note: Households with children include any households with people under age 18, related or not. Multigenerational households are families with 3 or more parent-
child relationships. Unmarried partner households are usually classified as nonfamily households unless there is another member of the household related to the
householder. Multigenerational and unmarried partner households are reported only to the tract level. Esri estimated block group data, which is used to estimate
polygons or non-standard geography.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1. Esri forecasts for 2017 and 2022 Esri converted Census 2000 data into 2010 geography.

May 21, 2018
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Co unity Profile

Smithville Prepared by Esri
Area: 2.55 square miles

@ esri

Top 3 Tapestry Segments

1. Southern Satellites (10A)

2. Top Tier (1A)

3. Professional Pride (1B)

2017 Consumer Spending

Apparel & Services: Total $ $297,655
Average Spent $1,424.19
Spending Potential Index 66
Education: Total $ $155,685
Average Spent $744.90
Spending Potential Index 51
Entertainment/Recreation: Total $ $443,737
Average Spent $2,123.14
Spending Potential Index 68
Food at Home: Total $ $729,921
Average Spent $3,492.44
Spending Potential Index 69
Food Away from Home: Total $ $473,762
Average Spent $2,266.80
Spending Potential Index 68
Health Care: Total $ $858,299
Average Spent $4,106.69
Spending Potential Index 73
HH Furnishings & Equipment: Total $ $274,758
Average Spent $1,314.63
Spending Potential Index 68
Personal Care Products & Services: Total $ $108,133
Average Spent $517.38
Spending Potential Index 65
Shelter: Total $ $2,052,501
Average Spent $9,820.58
Spending Potential Index 60
Support Payments/Cash Contributions/Gifts in Kind: Total $ $346,953
Average Spent $1,660.06
Spending Potential Index 71
Travel: Total $ $256,723
Average Spent $1,228.34
Spending Potential Index 59
Vehicle Maintenance & Repairs: Total $ $156,823
Average Spent $750.35
Spending Potential Index 70

Data Note: Consumer spend\ng shows the amount SDEI’I( on a variety of gOOdS and services by households that reside in the area. Expenditures are shown by broad
budget categories that are not mutually exclusive. Consumer spending does not equal business revenue. Total and Average Amount Spent Per Household represent annual
figures. The Spending Potential Index represents the amount spent in the area relative to a national average of 100.

Source: Consumer Spending data are derived from the 2013 and 2014 Consumer Expenditure Surveys, Bureau of Labor Statistics. Esri.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1. Esri forecasts for 2017 and 2022 Esri converted Census 2000 data into 2010 geography.

May 21, 2018

@ Southern Satellites
Sves/Prof /Admin

i fm Es I 6

Household Ilol:l% ' Go hunting, fishing

obold | wdld s

Married Couples Single Family; = Shop af Wal Married Couples ~ Single Family

= Own a pet dog

= Listen o country music;
watch CMT

= Own, maintain truck

[ —

Households: 3 818,057 Households: 2073878 Households: 1,926 841
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Smithville, Georgia, State Functional Classification Map

Principal Arterial

Minor Arterial

Major Collector
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Local Road
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Resolutions

A RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE LEE COUNTY JOINT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

WHEREAS, Lee County and the cities of Leesburg and Smithville, Georgia found it necessary to
update their joint Comprehensive Plan as part of the requirements to maintain its Qualified Local
Government Status;

WHEREAS, the cities and counties held public meetings and hearings to allow private citizens to
review the Comprehensive Plan and gathered citizens input;

WHEREAS, in the development of the comprehensive plan, Lee County and the cities of
Leesburg and Smithville examined, evaluated, and where applicable, incorporated considerations of
both the Flint River Basin Regional Water Development and Conservation Plan and the Environmental
Planning Criteria pursuant to 0.C.G.A. 12-2-8, and;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and City Council of Smithville that the
Comprehensive Plan shall be adopted, hereby certifying that adequate citizen participation
requirements have been met.

o
Adopted onthe Z{ ~ dayof %A - 2019.

Mayor

Witness

[\ auandhi “‘KODLQW,

City Clerk
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A RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE LEE COUNTY JOINT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

WHEREAS, Lee County and the cities of Leesburg and Smithville, Georgia found it necessary to {
update their joint Comprehensive Plan as part of the requirements to maintain its Qualified Local
Government Status;

WHEREAS, the cities and counties held public meetings and hearings to allow private citizens to
review the Comprehensive Plan and gathered citizens input;

WHEREAS, in the development of the comprehensive plan, Lee County and the cities of
Leesburg and Smithville examined, evaluated, and where applicable, incorporated considerations of
both the Flint River Basin Regional Water Development and Conservation Plan and the Environmental
Planning Criteria pursuant to 0.C.G.A. 12-2-8, and;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Lee County Board of Commissioners that the
Comprehensive Plan shall be adopted, hereby certifying that adequate citizen participation
requirements have been met.

Adopted on the l Z day of Ebngg% 2019.
—'—'—2

-
County Commission Chairman

Witness

County Clerk
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A RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE LEE COUNTY JOINT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

WHEREAS, Lee County and the cities of Leesburg and Smithville, Georgia found it necessary to
update their joint Comprehensive Plan as part of the requirements to maintain its Qualified Local
Government Status;

WHEREAS, the cities and counties held public meetings and hearings to allow private citizens to
review the Comprehensive Plan and gathered citizens input;

WHEREAS, in the development of the comprehensive plan, Lee County and the cities of
Leesburg and Smithville examined, evaluated, and where applicable, incorporated considerations of
both the Flint River Basin Regional Water Development and Conservation Plan and the Environmental
Planning Criteria pursuant to 0.C.G.A. 12-2-8, and;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and City Council of Leesburg that the
Comprehensive Plan shall be adopted, hereby certifying that adequate citizen participation
requirements have been met.

il R 2uar Y
Adoptedonthe S dayof_ FERFVARY 2019,

A

m
7 [~
Mayor
Witness
City Clerk
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Public Meeting Advertisements

JOINT PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Lee County and the Cities of Leesburg and Smithville are conducting a Public Hearing to update the
Lee County Joint Comprehensive Plan on Tuesday, May 23, 2023 at 5:30 p.m. in the Opal Cannon
Auditorium of the T. Page Tharp Governmental Building, focated at 102 Starksville Avenue North,
Leesburg, Georgia 31763. The current plan will expire on February 28, 2024. In accordance with the
Georgia Minimum Standards and Procedures for Local Comprehensive Planning (Chapter 110-12-1), each
community must conduct a public hearing before the start of the planning process.

The purpose of this hearing is to brief the community on the process to be used to update the comprehen-
sive plan and offer opportunities for public participation and public input in the development of the plan.

Copies of the current Comprehensive Plan are available for viewing and downloading at https:/iwww.dca.
ga.govinode/2567 or at the following local governments:

Lee County City of Leesburg
102 Starksville Avenue, North 107 Walnut Avenue, N.
Leesburg, GA 31763 Leesburg GA 31763
(229) 758-6000 ( 229) 759-6465
Monday-Friday 8:00 am-5:00 pm Monday-Thursday 8:00 am-5:00 pm
| City of Smithville
116 Main Street
Smithville, GA 31787
(229) 846-2101
Monday-Friday 8:00 am-5:00 pm

Questions should be directed to the Leesburg, Smithville, or the Lee County Offices listed above or call
Kay Olubowale or Barbara Reddick, Southwest Georgia Regional Commission, (229) 522.3552 ext.112,
102, respectively.

Persons with special needs relating to handicapped accessibility or foreign language interpretation should
contact the ADA Coordinator at (229) 759-6000 or through the Georgia Relay Service (800) 255-0056
(TDD) or (800) 355-0135 (voice). This person can be contacted at the T. Page Tharp Building in Leesburg,
Georgia between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, except holidays, and will
assist citizens with special needs given proper notice of seven (7} working days. The meeting rooms and

buildings are handicap accessible

P oy 124 17
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LEE COUNTY

Life Works Well Here

PUBLIC NOTICE

Lee County will conduct a public meeting to review Goals/Policies, SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses,
Opportunities, and Threats), Needs and Opportunities for Lee County, and the Joint
Comprehensive Plan Five-Year Update. The meeting will be held on Monday, September 18,
2023, at 2:00pm, in the Opal Cannon Auditotium of the T. Page Tharp Governmental
Building, located at 102 Starksville Avenue North, Leesburg, Geargia 31763,

The Public is encouraged to attend and provide input on what it views as needs, opportunities, and
potental future goals and policies for Lee County and the cities, The input will be utilized in
updating the Lee County Joint Comprehensive Plan. For more information regarding the
(lomprchcnsivc Plan, pICﬂSC visit: hetps:/Swww.deapa pov/sites /default/ files flee co 2019 pdf

Questions should be directed to Kay Olubowale or Barbara Reddick with the Southwest Georgia
Regional Commission at (229) 522-3552 ext. 112 or 102

Media Notified: 09/11/2023
Published in Legal Organ: 09/13/2023
Posted on Website and Official Board: 09/11,/2023

Persons with special peeds welating to handicapped accessibility or foreign language interpretation should contact the ADA Coardinator ar (229) 759-
OO0 o through the Geoegia Nelay Sceviee (800) 255-0056 [T or (80 355-0135 (voace). This person ean be contacted at the "1 Page Tharp
Building in 1eeshurg, Genrgia between the howrs of 900 am, and 448 pan., Monday theough Friday, except holdags, and will assist citizens with
special needs piven proper notice of seven (7) working days. The mecting rooms and buiklings are handieap aocessible.
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Public Meeting September 18, 2023 10:00 AM

City of Leesburg
City Hall, 107 N Walnut Avenue, Leesburg, GA 31763
229-759-6465
City Council members City Staff
Billy Breeden, Mayor Bob Alexander, City Manager
Judy Powell, Mayor Pro Tem Bert Gregory, City Attorney

Rufus Sherman  Richard Bush
Jason Renfroe  Amanda White
David Daughtry

L CALLTOORDER

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
PUBLIC HEARING

2
3
4. NEW BUSINESS
(A) Public Meeting to discuss the Update on the Comprehensive Plan.
5. CITY MANAGER'S MATTERS
[ DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS
il GOVERNMENTAI J
8 COUNCIL MEMBER'S MATTER
9, OLD BUSINESS
10.  CITY ATTORNEY'S MATTERS
11. EXEC VE §|
12.  PUBLIC FORUM

13. ANNOUCE] $
Next Scheduled Meeting is September 20, 2023 at 6:30pm

14, ADJOURNMENT

Agenda May Change Without Notice

Public Meeting Notice

The City of Leesburg will conduct a public meeting to review Goals/Policies, SWOT (Strengths,
Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats), Needs, and Opportunities for the Lee County Joint
Comprehensive Plan Five-Year Update. The meeting will be held on Monday, September 18,
2023, at 10:00 a.m., at the City of Leesburg City Hall, 107 Walnut Avenue, Leesburg, Georgia
31763.

The Public is encouraged to attend and provide input on what it views as needs, opportunities,
and potential future goals and policies for the City of Leesburg. The input will be utilized in
updating the Lee County Joint Comprehensive Plan. For more information regarding the
Comprehensive Plan, please visit: https://www.dca.ga.gov/sites/default/files/lee_co 2019.pdf

Questions should be directed to Kay Olubowale or Barbara Redick with the Southwest Georgia
Regional Commission.

Phone: 229-522-3552 ext. 112 or 102
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announced today that it " «We are thrilled 10
Limited Availability sign Up Now! will open its 23rd Geor- continue our Georgia

Bloco Dm“NG SCHOOL, |“C gia Jocation in Dawson expansion while serving

in early October. our fresh, never-frozen
ww.docodrlvlngschool.com Located at 510  enu items,” said Jack’s

207 Cedric S‘r::;:-'“b"g;zf”’“W”” Roundiree Drive SW,  Femily Restaurants

. CEO Todd Bartmess.
A : z 3 «We are excited to serve
Public Meeting Notice | i
surrounding areas with
The City of Smithville will conduct a public meeting to review :h“:t‘::ngg ;:&;ﬂgn
Goals/Policies, SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, Southern food t0 ot
and Threats), Needs, and Opportunities for the Lee County Joint customers faster to en-
Comprehensive Plan Five-Year Update. The meeting will be held pance customer experi-
on October 16, 2023, at 6:00 p.m., at 106 Main Street Smithville, ence”
Georgia. el
The Public is encouraged wattendnn&woﬂk input on what it _;:;»g »‘th" e
views as needs, opportunities, and potential future goals and poli- 50 customers at the
cies for the City of Smithville. The input will be utilized in updat- Dawson location on L
ing the Lee County Joint Comprehensive Plan. For more informa- opening day will receive tici
tion regarding the Comprehensive Plan, please visit: https://WwWW- free breakfast for one
dca.ga.govlsitesldefaultl ﬁlesllee_co_ZOlQ.pdf month. Additionally the in
Questions should be directed to Kay Olubowale or Barbara Redick | Jack’s app will e
with the Southwest Georgia Reg'mnal Commission. online exclusives, prizes ¢
Phone: 999-522-3552 ext. 112 or 102 and promotions for the

ELECTION INFORMATION
LEESBURG GENERAL ELECTION NOVEMBER 7, 2023
m]_mmnnmﬁ“ and be eligible to vote in November 7, 2022 General Election will be Octo-

ber 10, 2023, through 5:00 p.m. This will also be the last day to make any address changes prior to the (
election.
i

< su cac all zegigtered voters. To obtain an Absentee-by-Mail ballot
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_ Lee County Board of Commissioners |
W Public Hearing Notice i

|

|

Lee County is conducting a Public Hearing to begin the Lee County Compre- :
|

|

1

<

e
A

hensive Plan on Tuesday, August 8, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. The current plan will
i with the Georgia Minimum Stan-
dards and Procedures for Local Comprehensive Planning (O.C.G.A. Chapter

:
:
g
<
g
8
=
|
S

110-12-1), each community must conduct a public hearing prior to the start of the |
planning process. |
|

The purpose of this hearing istobriefthecommunftyonmepmcessbbeused
to develop the plan, opportunities for public participation in development of the |
plan, and to obtain input on the proposed planning process. Once public com-
ments have been addressed, the community may begin the process of develop-
ing the plan.

Copies of the current Comprehensive Plan are available for viewing at
httpd/www.dca.s(ate.ga.usldevelopmem/PlannthualltyGMmegmmslcw-
rentplans.asp

Additional meetings will include the following:

Needs & Opportunities — 6 pm August 10, 2017 at the T. Page Tharp Gov-
ernmental Building, Opal Cannon Auditorium — Leesburg, Georgia 31763.

Goals and Policies — 6 Pm August 31, 2017 at the T. Page Tharp Governmen-
tal Building, Opal Cannon Auditorium — Leesburg, Georgia 31763. |

NGl - R RETE 125 P LR

Thepublicisencouragedﬁoamendandpmvideinputonwhmitviewsas I
needs and opportunities and potential future goals and policies for Lee County,
Leesburg and Smithville. The input will be utilized to assist in developing the Lee
County, Leesburg and Smithville Joint Comprehensive Plan. For more informa-
tion regarding the plan please visit: | G|
http://www.swgrcplanning org/lee-county.htmi | I

Plans may also be available at the Lee Board of Commissioners office or city b
halls of Leesburg and Smithville during normal business hours. |

Questions shouldbedirededtolheLeeCounlyBoamofCommissioners of-
fice Tel: 220-750-6000 Or altarnamumt. catou’ — an. o
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albanyherald.com

Lee’s leaders
look to update
future plans

By Cinpi Cox
cindi.cox@albanyherald.com

LEESBURG — Lee County officials
are inviting citizens to help chart the
county’s course of the future.

*From Page 1A

and Smithville Joint
comprehensive plan.

“Really, this is some-
thing our county com-
missioners will do —
they will set forth the
plans and decide how
and when they will be
implemented. But we do
encourage input from
anyone who wants to at-
tend these meetings.”

According to the
Southwest Georgia
Regional Commission’s .
Planning website, the
process involves an
inventory of resources
such as land, natural
and cultural needs, and
opportunities, as well as
economic, human and
governmental concerns.
After an analysis of the
current state of these
resources, a vision is cre-
ated for the future.

Georgia law requires
every county and all
municipalities within the
state to draft and update
a comprehensive plan,
which includes five-year
updates, 10 years of im-
plementation guidelines
and an overall 20-year
vision.

Barbara Reddick,
planning director for
the Southwest Georgia
Regional Commission,
said most counties and
municipalities submit
joint plans.

“Counties have the
opportunity to work with
our regional commission
to develop and submit
their plans or they can
hire private consultants,”
Reddick said. “Lee
County’s comprehensive

As work gets underway to draft a
comprehensive plan for the next 20
years, Lee leaders say they will seek
input from residents throughout the
.community. ]

Lee County’s.comprehensive plan is
part of an overall regipnal strategy to
gain input from citizens and to estab- .
lish guidelines and directives that will
focus on the overall'economic develop-

MONDAY, JUNE 26, 2017

ment of several counties and communi- N
ties throughout Southwest Georgia.
“The public is encouraged to attend

and provide input on what it views as

needs and opportunities and potential

future goals and policies for Lee Coun-

ty, Leesburg and Smithville,” said Lee
i County Co-Manager Mike Sistrunk. e
< “The input will be utilized to assist in St
; developing the Lee County, Leesburg ing
v like
¢ See LEE, Page 3A 1gs

\
ing the county’s long-term comprehensive plan. (Staff

Photo: Cindi Cox)

plan is up for renewal,
and they are working
with us to draft their new
plan. Our senior plan-
ner, Steve O’Neil, will

. work with residents and

elected government of-
ficials to draft out their
plan.”

A comprehensive plan
documents and illustrates
what a community looks
like today and what
direction it has decided it
wants to go in the future.
It includes assessments
of existing resources
and issues, projections
of future conditions and
needs, Reddick ex-
plained. The plan also
serves as a policy guide,

~and it provides a frame-

work for future land use
decision-making and the
physical development of
the county or municipal-
ity.

“The plan will ad-
dress growth, buildings

and infrastructure,” said
Sistrunk. \

Reddick said a com-
prehensive plan looks at
future needs.

“The comprehensive
plan is a method of trans-
lating the community’s.
values into specific ac-
tions,” she said. “It cov-
ers an approximate time
frame of 20 years, but it
is assumed that shorter-
term reviews will keep it
current with the changing
needs of the community.”

The comprehensive
plan is not a zoning
ordinance, a subdivision
regulation, a budget,

a capital improvement
program or any other
regulatory document.

“It is meant to provide
the framework for the
development of tools to
implement the goals of
a community,” Reddick
said. “It helps a com-
munity determine how

to plan for growth. Lee
County is growing. This
plan will help them take
a closer look at popula-
tion, housing, infrastruc-
ture and the things they
will need in the future.

“Every community is
different, but a compre-
hensive plan is needed so
community leaders can
have a written guideline
to follow as they move
forward.”

One of the tools used
to help identify needs
and opportunities is a
SWOT Analysis. .

“The acronym stands
for strengths, weak-
nesses; opportunities
and threats,” Reddick
said. “It is important for
the public to share their
perception as to commu-
nity strengths and weak-
nesses, since they are the
ones who will be impact-

-ed by the plan. It also is

important for leaders to
identify opportunities as
well as threats or barriers
that might hinder prog-
ress — that’s anything
that might throw them off
course or keep them from
meeting their goals.”

To get the planning
underway, two county-
wide public forums will
be held in August at the
T. Page Tharp Govern-
mental Building in the
Kinchafoonee Confer-
ence Room. The first
is scheduled for 6 p.m.
Aug. 10 to discuss and
give input to the per-
ceived needs and oppor-
tunities in Lee County.
The second, scheduled
for 6 p.m. Aug. 31, will
focus on goals and op-
portunities.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING {

LNers and the Ma Ui ana
nf_lmhum_am_smlmﬂm will conduct a public hearing to present the Lee County
Comprehensive Plan on : inthe T. Page Tharp Building,
102 Starksville Avenue N, Opal Cannon Auditorium, Leesburg, GA 31763. The current plan |
will expire on February 28, 2019, In accordance with the Georgia Minimum Standards and
Procedures for Local Comprehensive Planning (Chapter 110-12-1 ), éach community must
conduct a public hearing prior to the start of the planning process and once a draft is
completed before transmitting to the Department of Community Affairs (DCA). The purpose
— | of this hearing is to accept input on the draft plan before transmittal to the DCA. The draft |
Comprehensive Plan is available by visiting www.swgrcplanning.org. Questions should
be directed to Barbara Reddick, Planner Director with the Southwest Georgia Regional |
Commission at 229.522,3552 ext. 1615.

Meetings of the Board of Commissioners and City Councils are open to the public.
Te As set forth in the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, Lee County does not discriminate

2! Ha_vouncii of the

LIties

PP: its programs or activities. The Planning Department has been designated to coordinate
or | compliance with the non-discrimination requirements contained in section 35.107 of the
Department of Justice Regulations. Information concerning the provisions of the Americans
with Disabilities Act, and the rights provided there, is available at the Lee County Clerk’s °
office, (229)759-6000.

Lee County will assist citizens with special needs given proper notice (7 working days).
Any requests for reasonable accommodations required by individuals to fully participate
in any open meeting, program, or activity of Lee County, Georgia should be directed to
Rozanne Braswell, AICP, 102 Starksvilie Avenue N, Room 202, Leesburg, Georgia, 31763, '
(229) 759-6000.

5618121
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Meeting Sign-In Sheets

Name

Georgia law requires that all parties who have made campaign contributions to any member of the Lee County
Board of Commissioners in excess of two hundred fifty dollars ($250) within two years immediately preceding, and
who desire to appear at, the public hearing in opposition to the application shall at least five days prior to the public
hearing file a campaign contribution report with the Lee County Board of Commissioners.

Lee County Board of Commissioners

Tuesday, May 23, 2023

Public Hearing Sign-In Sheet
Lee County and the Cities of Leesburg and Smithville are conducting a Public Hearing to update the Lee

County Joint Comprehensive Plan.

Address Campaign Contribution
Yes or No
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Lee County Comprehensive Plan Five-Year Update SWOT Meeting

Southwest Geoegia Regional Cen

k Monday, September 18, 2023, @ 2:00 PM
Sign in Sheet
Name Phone Number Email Address Agency or Organization
Raitian Good 229-759- a0t ex 2234 &W s lee Coonty BOC
Kowfode Olnbooevnde | 2292228550 SFwsT 1% SWod
Botton< e A — b reel i € WG rone — SwG Lo
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Vg Hasis 170964 -0 e+ 250\ | onston . Harris, @ 12, 00 US Lee Countty B0C
VY79 City of Leesburg Comprehensive Plan Five-Year Update SWOT Meeting
Monday, September 18, 2023, @ 10:00 AM
Sign in Sheet

Email Address Agency or Organizatign ,

Name / Phone Number 8
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Svuthwest Geanga Regional Commission

SWgrc

City of Smithville Comprehensive Plan Five-Year Update SWOT Meeting
Monday, October 16, 2023, @ 6:00 PM

Sign in Sheet
Name Phone Number Email Address Agency or Organization
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Tuesday, December 19, 2023, @ 5:00 PM

Sign in Sheet

Lee County and the Cities’ Joint Comprehensive Plan Five-Year Update Second Public Hearing
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Public Meeting Sign In Sheet

Date: August 10, 2017

Location: Opal Auditorium - T. Paige Tharp Building Leesburg, GA

Facilitator: Steve O'Neil
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Public Meeting Sign In Sheet

Date: August 31, 2017 Facilitator: Steve O'Neil
Location: Opal Auditorium - T. Paige Tharp Building Leesburg, GA
Name Address Email Address (Please make it legible)
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Broadband and Future Land Use Maps (Large Maps)
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LEE COUNTY BROADBAND MAP
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THE CITY OF LEESBURG BROADBAND MAP
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THE CITY OF SMITHVILLE BROADBAND MAP
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LEE COUNTY FUTURE LAND USE MAP
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THE CITY OF LEESBURG FUTURE LAND USE MAP
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THE CITY OF SMITHVILLE FUTURE LAND USE MAP
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